Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



^. 



«i»-» 



LETTERS 



FEOM 



THE MOUNTAINS; 



BEING T&E REAL 

CORRESPONDENCE OF A LADT^ 

BETWEEN THE YEAftS I773 AMD 1803. 



•— — « Memory iWells 
« With many a proof of receUefte^ kve.** 

TBOIffOlf. 



IN THUPE VOLUMB& 



^ j VOL. II. ^^. 



LONDON: 

VRlliTBD FOR LONGMAN, HVRST» RSSS^ AND OlMI^ 

rATERNOSTER-ROW. 

i8o<J. G^rvr/t 



{ 



' - • .1 : 



- N 



\ 






■ ;^ 



. \ 



.■ P ; 



.^ 



I 



LETTERS 



FftOM 



THE MOUNTAINS. 



LETTER XXXVII. 

a 

TO MAS. M. 

LAGGAN, DEC. 2^$ 1789* 
HADAMy 

Though I feci a dcfirc of cxprcffing 
to you, in fomc degree, the deep fenfc wc 
all have of the generous part you- have 
a<5ted towards Mifs G. — I own I am .at a 
lofs how to do juftice to my own feotiments 
on that fubjc6t, without rumiingthc rilk of 
♦wounding your delicacy, or. falling into the 
VOL. lit B beaten 



I 



f)eaten track of unmeaning complime at— i 
This^ I know^ has, by frequent mifapplica- 
tion, loft its value and figniBcance. — Yet I 
am fiire no perfbn capable of a^ing as you 
have done on this occaOon, can be at a lofs 
CO judge how people muft be couched with 
a kindnefs of the mod elT^ntiai importance, 
done them in that inftanccj when they feel 
it moft tenderly,— and this by a pcrfon, 
whofe charadler (the only thing wc know of 
you) is fuch as makes protection and ad* 
vice doubly valuable, and thoroughly to be 
depended on^ — The partial light in which 
wc view thi»objc6l of our grcatcft earthly 
folicitude^ endeared to us by innocence, 
xnlsfortunc, and a thorough knowledge of 
her difpofition, led us to hope for the kind 
office* and good wifbes of every well dif- 
pofcd pcrfon.— -But it required a very li- 
beral and fuperior mind indeed, to take (b 
clear and juft a view of objcfts fo remote 
and detached.— We will not take all the 
credit of doing, as you &em to think, what 

no 
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no one elfe would have done.-^Your pre« 
fcnt conduft convinces ^me that in our place 
^ you would have juft aded as we did ;— -tfjiiic 
I am noty by any means, fo dear that we 
could have done as you did, in your place, 
—Uncommon and difinterefted exertions 
in the caufe of virtue, by people who live 
in the wor}d, are efforts like fwlmming. 
againft the current, — Rcclufcs, like us, walk 
in the light which emanates from the un- 
biaflfed mind, and feek or hope no other 
approbation than the whifpered plaudit of 
the gratified heart. — In this cafe we have 
more j we are doubly rewarded by the dif- 
tingui(hed merit of the phjcO: of our cares, 
and the daily improvements that mark her 
progrcfs in knowledge and in virtue* 

Her reception in the family of her wor- 
thy relation Mr. D,, is a circumftance every 
way favourable to hen— Every motive of 
prudence and gratitude confpire to make ic 
highly proper for her to facrifice her own 
views and inclinations to the (lighted indi- 

3 z cation 
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cation of their will. — The circle of ac- 
' quaintance (he made^ when flie went to 
town> though not wide^ nor perhaps highljr 
fafbionable^ was among people of real 
Worth and eftimation, to whom flie owes 
much for civility and mod ufeful attention. 
Thefe it would be mod indelicate and un- 
grateful in her to drop. — Yet it wiU not be 
proper in her to go any where without their 
full approbation (I mean the D.'s). How to 
' Z&, or apologize in this or any delicate caie, 
I am fure fhc will be direded by your 
candid advice. — Mr. G. and C. join in of- 
fering our mod grateful refpe&s to you and 
good Mr« M.J &c. &c. 
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LETTER XXXyilT. 

TO MRS. M. 

PEAK. MADiMi 

X HAD the plcafure of your letter by 
John Mac P., who alarmed us much, by 
mentioning a vague report of Mr. M/s 
being called fuddenly from home^ on ac- 
count of his fon*s being ill in London^ &c, 
-—His laft letter relieved us from much 
upeaGnef^ on all your accounts.—*! fear this^ 
however, will find you all under a fympa^ 
thctic dcprcffionof mind, from themanqer' 
in which you muft be afFcdtcd by the late 
(hocks in the commercial world, involving, 
as I am told, many individuals in whom 
you took a very partial intereft.— -Thofe 
awful concuflions,. like the convulfions in 
the natural world, fpread havoc 2nd dcvafta- 

B 3 tion 
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tion wide, whenever thcjr occur, and pr(>- 
ducc temporary alarm even in thofc who 
are not involved in the common calamity. 
•~Yet however deeply we may feel for the 
fufferers on fuch occafions, reafon and ob<« 
fervatioii may convince us, that in both 
cafes the refulc is, upon the whole, falutary 
to the moral world.— And as it has been 
often obferved that earthquakes are mod 
frequent in thofe regions where nature is 
moft lavifli of her wealth and beauty, fo 
thofe tremours of commercial credit are 
moft frequent, when a feries of national 
profperity has elated people into preemp- 
tion, or diiToIved them in luxury.— But I 
ihould flop in time, and not overwhelm 
you with obvious refledlions, which you 
have doubtlefs anticipated. —- The reft of 
the paper might be filled with apologies for 
the poor folitary cheeie I fend you, but 
itis juft the kind you are to fond of.— I 
have nothing better to ftnd you, and you 
know very well if I had, it would be my 

delight 
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dfelight to ihare ic with a friend.— I find 
Drimochter is at laft paflable, for we hear 
of two carriages that have come owr it.— 
I think it is high time for C. to renew h« 
acquaintance with our bleak hUls.— The 
love of home is one of the firft principles 
on which our attainable degree of happincfe 
is founded^ and ought to be cberiflied with 
the cardinal virtues. — - 1 am proud an4 
pleafed to kt her appear fo deferving of 
your friend(hip> and reniain fb long under 
your protc£bion.— Yet, were it not for cer- 
tain circumftanccs ta which you are no 
l^ranger, I certainly would not have wilhed 
her to be long abfent from Laggan s be-r 
cauie' it is creditable to h^^ve a homej and 
flaying fo very long at a time from ones 
iifual rcfidcncej gives room to the very 
forlorn and painful idea of having no hom^. 
—Perhaps I have cxprcffcd this harflily or 
awkwardly^ but I hope ere long to have 
an opportunity of explaining my ideas on 
this and other fubjedls to you,^— You cer- 

B4 taijily 
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tainly will not withhold your proffered vifit* 
— Mifs O, is now fctting out on her nor- 
thern pilgrimage, and if you meet her here, 
we may bdaft of haying in our houfe two 
pcopKr — I will fay no more, for in this 
cafe truth would look too like flatccry.— « 
Mifs O. too is a perfon that will neither 
take nor give compliments ; (he is a perfon^ 
in ihort— -but praifing her is praifing my« 
fclf once removed. — Let the young ladies 
remember one who will always remember 
them ! May you receive every kind of 
gratification in your own family.— Many 
others^ who have, like me, never feen you, 
with this as well as,^ 

Your much obliged, &c« 
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LETTER XXXIX.. 

. TO MRS, >I. 

LAGGAK^ OCT. 9, IJ^t* 

Jt WAS born in a hurry, have lived in a 
hurry, and am fo followed by this hally 
fatality, that I (hall at laft die In a hurry. 
But to fpcak more fcrioufly, the time that 
has clapfed (ince you were here has been 
unufually diver fified. C. would tell you of 
her viQt, and of the chriftening over the 
.water, which has given us a, tenth couHn in 
that family.— Soon after young S. S. ar- 
rived from Anduchy, he ft aid fomc days 
4iere ihootiog, and prevailed on me to ac- 
company Mr. G. over, to vifitmy relations 
in their affliAion, which was indeed very 
greatt-i^I was glafS I had it in my power to, 

B < con- 
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contribute my (hare of thofe foothing at« 
tentions that may for a while alleviate the 
fbrrow which cannot be removed.— They 
fcemed much gratified by our attention^ and 
ipoke of you and Mifs M. in a manner 
which I heard with pleafure^ but would 
rather repeat to any one elfe.— I got charm* 
ing weatherj much better than any you had 
in your tour^ but was fo harafled with va- 
rious engagements^ that the time I (laid was 
too little to anfwer the many purpofes to 
which I had allotted it.— 'My chief pleafure 
(though that was deeply tinged with me- 
lancholy) lay in retracing amid the penfive 
ihades^ roaring waterfalls and dufky grottoes^ 
which environ that well-known place, fuch 
walks and converfations as I have there en- 
joyed with worthy and amiable friends ; feme 
of whom are now removed to the full frui«* 
tion of that love and harmony which they 
delighted in^ while confined to thefe dim 
abodes of care and forrow.— *•" Yet while 
I mufcd, the fire burnt."— While I retraced 

thefc 
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thefe haunts of innocence and medit^tion^ 
To dear and fo familiar to my foul, 

«< Remembrance wak'd with all her bvfy traiD» 
Svvell'd ax my breaft« and tarn'd the paft to pain.'^ 

-^Yct why to pain ?— I have had the fin^ 
gular iati^adion of forming attachments to 
people whofe purity of life^ and comfort in 
death enables me to think of tbepi with 
pleafure when departed.— I exf re the whoi<^ 
forceof my mind in vain endeavours topierce 
the thick veil that covers the uniiben world 
in fearch of their gentle ipirits^ and in ufe.;* 
lefs efforts to conjefture what now employs 
or pleafes them.r-^* Yet, tho' fuccefslefst 
will the tafkdelight." — As a perfon walking 
out in fearch of what, he cannot get^ de- 
rives benefit from the exercife and variety 
of the excuriion^ the mind feels its powers 
expand* and is raifed to a temporary ele* 
vation^ above the trivial cares and forrows 
of this fleeting life, by thefe unavailing 
flightSt-^Thefe meditations and recollec- 

B 6 ^ Cions 
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tibns were fo intcrcftuig to myfclf, that I 
forget they muft tire others, — The bcft 
apology I Jcnow for egotifm is^ that we aU 
irays write with eafe upon any fubjef): chat 
ftrongly intercfts us^ and who admires not 
tafe in writing ? 

C, has been for ten days in our noted low 
parifl]^ which we always talk of as the weft 
end of the town.*— Did I tell you that the 
Flamen r^sZ, nnin of talents^ great good na- 
tUTe> and a fine and culdvated tafte,— -His 
lady is the quinceflbnce of neatnefs^ order, 
and good houfewifery^ to which enviable 
merits I bear unwilling tcftimorty.^^They 
are elegantly lodged^ and behind their boufe 
a woody glen, watered by the Trammie, 
affords romantic views and fcqueftered 
walks of lingular beauty. I could have 
been longer happy there/ if coAictence 
would have let me alone; but fo mai^ 
children, fo m 'ny harvcft pcopks and my 
fovcreign lord io forlorn Md-imp^tient^ I 

could 
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could not enjoy my ramble peaceably.<-^ 
Mr. G. has got your letter and will anfvrer 
it by next poft,— To him I refer, - - - •- 
I am no way fanguine, becaufe' I well know 
if this is the appointed place of terminating 
our pilgrimage^ it is the beft. 



LETTER XL. 



TO mrs.:m. 



OCT. aai 1791^ 

DEAR MAOAMi: 

1 DEFERRED aufwering yopr verykiod 
letter laft week^ bcqaufe C. wasnotathopv;. 
»-^It gives me great ple^Aire to bczt ths^ 
Mi6 M.*s northern tour proved lb agre<^ 
able to her.«-^ hope (he will confidcr tl^ 
warmth of the welcome as fome' atcfnemcnt 
for the coldnefs of the air> and venture once 

inore over the bleak nEMpr Qf DjrimQcbtcij 
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to gratify many of her new acqtiaintancCf 
who will moft finccrcly rejoice to fee her 
'agairt,— ^C. is now returned. I commui- 
nicated your friendly propofal to her^ which 
ihe received with all due gratitude.— No 
doubt it aiForded/her all (hat pleafufe which 
kindnefs and attention from thofe we cfteem 
and' revere, produces in a mind properly 
turned.— Yet, however, fhc might be gra- 
tified by your invitation. — She feels a rc- 
Iud:ance to comply with it, becaUfe the ap> 
proach of winter begins already to awakei) 
my flumbering rheumatifm, and fearing the 
apprbaching feafon might prove fomewhat 
fevere on me, Ihe thinks it a breach of duty 
to kave me -, but, as I have a young rela- 
tion coming to ftay a while with me, I 
make no doubt but we Ihall get over this 
felfcdenying fcruple. — I fee the' force of 
your argument about fetting'out early, efpe- 
cially as C« muft needs return in the be* 
ginning of fpring; but the backward ftate 
of our harveit will unavoidably occafion 

fome 
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A>me delay.— You will hear from us before 
the time,— Sending the carriage (b far to 
ipeet her is very confiderace $ but Mr« M.'s 
coming in perfon is very unneceffary.— I 
have not yet acknowledged your attention 
to Mr. G« when he made his home at 
D-— -—n, but the frequency and extent of 
your good offices^ preclude all fuitable ac# 
knowledgment.— 

I am with true efteemj &c« 



LETTER XLI. 



TO MRS. M. 



LAeCAN^ JAK. 2X| 1792] 
DEAU VADAMt , 

The deep fcnfe I feel of the kindnefs 
exprefled in your much valued letter, and 
the cohfolation which the acquifition of re* 
gard from a charaftcr fo tfiimablcj affords^ 

even 



( i6 ) 

tvin under the prcflure of my prcfeot af^ 
ffidipn, cncogragcs me lo write to yoU^ 
even now, when I am very unfit tocommu*- 
nicare my ideas, excrpt where they will be 
received with' 'the mbft, pa: tial indulgence. 
i^I know iHs unbecoming, nay, altnoftun- 
chriftianly, in tne, to.ufe the emphaik lati^ 
guage of l^^rrow, in fpeaking of an infant^ 
happy tranfition frotn the dangers and fnarea 
of this chequered fccne to a ftatc of ftable 
felicity,— Sh^ is departed before (he has 
known fin or forrow, and before we could 
have room to judge whether thofe beautiful 
bloflToms of fprightlinefs, generofity, and 
tenderncYs, which charmed lis fo much in 
her enticing little ways, would ever ripen 
.Tinto the expefted fruit. — My reafon not 
oAlfT acquiefces in the> juftice of the dif- 
pcnfation, but my heart fo far acknow- 
ledges ib mercy,^ that^ could a wUh bring 
tny darling back to my bofom, I think I 
^oiidd not form thai wiJh.-^She was fg un?i 

^ifually ftroDgahd beakhyt that^ wc drc^me4 

not 
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not of fear till it became too rate.*~Sbe 
fpoke to me ia a ckarj difl:in£l voices Ihew^ 
ing tokena of the fondeft a£fe£lion> three 
hours before her death.— -Thus, you fee, 
the ftroke was very fudden.— Then we had 
fuch delight in her, .not only for her own 
iakCj but for the great refemblance fht 
bore to her dear departed brother, who& 
every look and gcdure was reilored in hen 
—So that her death- was juft like loiing 
him over again.— *Then 'tis fo melancholy 
to iec the poor thing that remains wander* 
ing like a ghoft* and conftantly bewailing 
her fiften 



Things are far better a^ they are.— -I once 
tbofiight nothing would have made me (a 
happy as to renew in town fome of my 
earlieft, attachments and former habits of 
life J—- but how are wc governed by events; 
•—An incident, which, to an indifferent per* 
fon, would appear of no great moment iii 
fo large a family as ours^ has entinely aU 

tered 
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tercd my vicws.^— I fee nothing now fo de^ 
£rable as> by refiding htre^ to enfurrcaking 
fny final refidence with thofe who were fo 
dear to tne in Kfe.*— I have faid a great 
deal too much on this fubjefb; but you 
will forgive me for indulging my reflec- 
tions at the cxpence of your patience.^—— 
There are few things that could gradfy ^nc 
more than to find you fo cordially interefled 
in poor C— -I am not a little pleafed to 
find your ientiments and mine concerning 
her;^ coincide fo entirely.— Her integrity of 
liearty her (inccrity> and general redtitude of 
intentionj are fuch as, to one that knows 
her intimately^are fufficient toenfure efteem> 
and even affedioOj beyond all that Ihinlcsj 
and all that pleafcs, in thofe whom happier 
fortunes^ and a more finifhed education^ 
have fet in a fairer point of view.«-«I am- 
very well fatisfied to find that fhc is going 
to ftay for fomc rime at Mr. D.*s* - - - • 
I hope ihe will take particular care to pleafe 
thofe who are fowell worth pleafing.— I 

conclude 
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conclude from her thorough confidence m 
you, from whom no thought of her heart 
is concealed, that- you know of a vifitor 
whom (he daily expefts.— This vifitor is^ 
certainly an objeft of compaffion.— That 
attachment, (rom the beginning fo fingular 
and romantic, feems daily increafing.— — * 
I have fo very good an opinion of the pet- 
fon in queftion> and fo very i)ad' an opi^ 
nion bf the fafety or ftabiHty of fuch pre- 
mature engagements. ------- What' 

to judge or to determine, I am utterly at a 
lofs. — I leave her then entirely to your di- 
redtion,_ who with equal warmth of good 
will towards her, have more judgment, ex«> 
perience, and knowledge of the world. 
♦ ♦* ♦.♦-♦ « 

' I have received Mr. M/s friendly fetter, 
and feel the full force of his judicious and 
afftftiohatc corifolation. — The hopes of 
ftdng you here at no very diftant period, 
pleafe me, even now, when very few things 
indeed have power to intereft 

Your obliged and faithful, &c» 
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LETTER XLIL 



TO MRS. M. 



LAGGAtt^ FEB. X7, 1 793: 
DEAR MADAM^ 

X HIS Mrill be delivered to you by the 
gueft whom you have fo kindly incited, and 
lb lohg expeded.-r*! hope you will not find 
her lefs worthy of your friendly patronage 
than when fhe laft Iharcd the protc6Hon of 
jour hofpicable roof, — She will introduce a 
new acquaintance to you, in whom alfo you 
will readily believe I am much intprcfted— « 
No ^oubc'freqienc admiflion and kind re-* 
ccptiqn^ in fuch a family as yours^ might 
be a very great fource of pleafure and im-> 
provemcnt to her ; but the diftance (he will 
jive at«, and the fchools (he muft attend, 
muft neceflfarily preclude her from benefit* 
ing fo often as I could wiQi by your kind^ 

nefs* 
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ncfs.— Believe that I am, with fentiments of 
the higheft refpeft and gqod will. 

Dear madam, 

Sincerely yours, &c« 



LETTER XLIIL 



TO MRS. M* 



JLAG6AN, MARCH 20, 1793* 
DEAR MADAM, . 

1 HAVE been for fome days tortured ' - 
with a moft outrageous tooth-ache.-^I now 
fnatch a lucid interval, whicli I fear, will 
be but a fhort one, to enjoy and acknow- 
ledge the lively and fincere pleafure I feel 
from your intimation through Charlotte,— 
I mean, of your intention of coming in 
June.— I hope your jaunt will be favoured 
with good Weather, and that you will fee 
the harfti features of nature around us, fdf* 
1 tcncd ^ 



. Ycned into their mitdcft afpeA,^ flatter 
myfelf novelty will make jrou as partial ta 
thefe wild and folitary fcenes^ as habit has 
made me. — You (hall have one of the 
warmed corners both in our cottage, and 
in our Hearts.— If you come while Mifs O. 
ilays^ each of you^ I am fure« will put up 
with a little crowding, to Ihare thefe apart- 
ments^ or father compartments, with the 
ot^er. If you fet out fo foon as I wifli, 
and hope, I dare fay you will get' the ftart 
of her, and be firft in polieflion. — She was 
detained in London three weeks beyond her 
intention, fettling the affairs of an old grand- 
uncle. That imricace piece of bufinefs is 
now, I hope, fatisfadoriiy concluded.-^Not 
hearing of her this fortnight, I take for 
granted fhe has begun her jourjiey. — By 
.letters from Edinburgh, I find our friends 
there arc very willing to do Joer the ho- 
nours of tbe good town mod completely •«-«• 
Their poUtenefs, and the fatigues of the 
former journey, may perhaps detain her 

there 
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tiiere for fome days.— Among the rariotis 
obligations I owe you, the intcrefl; I aos told 
you take in this highly valued Irierid, is not 
the lead.— The affedion that fubfifts be« 
tween her and me is too old, and too mel« 
low^ for the little jealoufies and monopoliea 
of recent gir4iih attachments.— It is like a 
deep rooted tree, which far from requiring 
to be fenced or propped up, extends its 
fhelter to younger plants around it.— By 
loving each other fo long and fo well> our 
hearts are more fitted to pay the warm tri- 
bute of eileem to merit wherever it exifts. 
—By reciprocal fympathy, we feel as if en- 
gaged for each other in debts of gratitude 
and kindnefs.— Here you have a rhapfody, 
a funile, and I know not what.— People, at 
my time of day, feldom deck out common 
objeifts with the vivid hues of enthufiafm* 
—But you have only to account for this 
natural curiofity, of a latter fpring in the 
imagination, by iuppofing that in the tQ0th« 
ach, as in the gout, the intervals^of eafe are 

diftin^ 
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diftingDiihed by an uncotnmon flow of fpi- 
f ics.^-»As I Cake ic for granted you come 
rather with a pious intention t6 hermitize 
and contemplate^ than with any view to 
amufement, I (hall be in no pain for the 
famenefs that awaits you here. — Being a 
lover of nature> and a mother^ perhaps ic 
will afford you fome pleafure to fee a fa« 
rhily of young creatures as happy as health, 
good nature^ and perfcft liberty, can make 
them;— who never knew what it was to 
form an artificial wifh, or to have a natural 
one ungrattfied, unlefs it were for a little 
gilt book, whofe wondrous aflfemblage of 
rare portraitures had excited their admira<* 
tion.— -Your arrival will, I am fure, greatly 
revive Charlotte, who has mourned immo-* 
derately for the great lofs we have all fuf- 
tained in Mrs. Mac P., oiF R.-^I am happy 
to hear Mifs P. has recovered, and has a 
profpeiS: of pafling the fummer fo agree- 
ably, with the worthy family at Andraore, 
Df whom I have been taught to think vtry 

highly 
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Inghly indeed.— Mr. G. joins in every good 
wiih cowards the dwellers on the Dune, and 
rejoices with me at the nearer profpeft of 
feeing the Lord of the faidDunc 

** Once more, on the borders of the brawling brook.'' 

« 

Believe me^ my dear Madam^ with 
warmeft regard^ &c. &c. 



-dK 
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LETTER XLIV. 



TO 14RS. If* 



V-/NCE more returned from the Bmits of 
that undifcovercd country^ on whofc dim- 
.fccn confines our hopes and fears are con- 
tinually hovering, I devote one of the firft 
efforts of my pen to you^ who are fo well 
entitled to tvery mark of grateful atten- 
tion on my part, on my own account as 
VOL. Ui >e well 
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well as that of others, who engrofs my 
tendered cares, and occafion me perpetual 
anxiety,— -For, though I know they are 
much happier and more attended to than 
they could be with me, even the fcenes of 
gaiety and pleafure, that I know them to 
be engaged in, are a fource of inquietude 
to my fond apprehenfions.— -'^ Pcrfedt' 
love,'* we are told, '* cafteth out fear."«r- 
That may be 4iie cafe when it is fixed on 
the All-perfe£b Objcft, who is alone wor- 
thy to excite and engrofs it ; but when our 
weak human afiedions are engaged by 
beings as imperfect as ourfelves, fear and 
doubt continually mingle with them. When 
my young trarellers return to the cottage, 
their allotted home, it will require more 
than common reflexion and folidity to re- 
concile them to ftill life, frugality, and 
homely, habits hough, after all, I fin* 
cerely believe it is the flate mofl a«kin to 
fafety and comfort. 1 am forry to find, 
thole mutable beings, who change their 

femiments 
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fentiments and opinions fo ofcen and fo 
cafily, never once think of changing for the 
right, or even for a better fyftem. - - - - 

The Icfs one thinks of human depravity 
the better;— one can't mend it, and 'tis 
only being cither forry, or angry, to very 
little purpofc,— — C» — fays, (he has been 
at a ball lately, which concludes her public 
exhibitions for ihe feafon. — I am glad of 
it. For, though I muft own my vanity is 
much flattered by the admiration her 
perfon and manners have excited, and that 
I am gratified by the pleafure (he receives, 
my judgment and my fears militate againft 
her growing familiar to the public eye.— 
Her ficuacion is too peculiar and delicate 
to make it fafe for her to attradt fo much 
attention. This will not fail to turn the 
jealous and fcrutinizing eye of female envy 
upon her« Public admiration is a thing 
that foon dies of itfclf.^ — A perfon who 
would never have a wi(h for it, would feel 

c 2 forlorn 
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forlorn at its departure. Befides a perfon 
admired folcly for beauty, will be always 
coofidered as a mere pretty girl ; her merit 
viU xievcr be ihpught of :— my young 
daughter^ by the bye, has as much merit 
2S any lady of her age can have ; for Ihe 
is verjj^ quiet, and never difobeys me« 
Having few good things to beitow on her^ 
we refolved to begin with giving her ^ 
good name, and have called her A. O. 
Let me not be forgotten on the Dune i 
and believe me incapable of forgetting its 
inhabitants. - 






LETTER XLV. 



TO MRS. M. 



LAGGAN, AUGUST l8, 1 793. 
DEAR MADAM, 

Y OU can have no idea what relief and 
pomfort your moft welcome and, agreeable 

letter 
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letter afforded to us all.— Mr. M.*s, from 
CricfFj did not arrive till ycftcrday.— A 
man, who met you going through Athol^ 
fpokcof your pafling there Friday, and 
we have been haraffing ourfelves all this 
while wich conjedureSi C. croaking and 
mourning incelTantly, quite pofitiv^* you 
were taken iU again.— *We aM rejoiced o^cr 
our grotefque poft, when he brought the 

' good tidings of your fafe arrival and con- 
firmed health. I am fo frefi with your 
kindnefs to poor B. that^ having nothing 
fufficiently emphatic and unhackneyed to 
fay on the fubjeft, I muft evch have re-, 
courfe to the modeft expedient of taking 
refuge in expreffive filence, trufting to 
your imaginatipn and feeling to give the 
full emphaiis to this dumb eloquence of 
mine.— 'Certainly never was a purer offer- 
ing at the ihrine of beneficence, than 

^ your compaflionate tendernefs to this fame 
tame pigeon.— Caliban fays, on his fancied 

^ liberatiQn,\ ' ^ 

c J *• No 
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*< No more dams Vl\ make for £ft» 
Or fcrape trenchers^ or wafh difh. 
Or fetch in firings at requiring, 5rc. Stc» 

The noify. brook no more I track. 

With little fillers on my back. 

Or rock cradle, or fcrape ladle/' &c. Irc» 

s. 

might Packybsin fay on this joyful occa- 
fion. .-.- ........... 

Mifs O— fays, flic woa'r, indeed flic 
won't, transfer to you Dicky's ihare of 
her regard. She loves him with a love 
peculiar and appropriate to Dkkies and 
Bullies^ and all fuch favourites of the 
plumy people^ fomewhat like that you be- 
llow upon B, coihpaifionatej minute^ inftinc- 
tlve.— *She was kind to him, firfl: becaufe 
ihe pitied him, and loved him, next, becaufe 
;lke was kind to him,—- But you fhe ranks 
jimong more bulky and exalted bipeds.*— 
Nay, (he knows not bur, when fhe be- 
holds you prefiding in fobcr majcfly over 
..your own fiie-Hde, and dwells for a while 
under the protedion of your houfchold. 

godsj, 
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gods, (he may be tempted to open once 
more for your reception/ the book, which 
Ibe has not only fhuty but fealed long fince^ 
—the i^egifter of thpfc^ whofc merit (he 
cordially cfteems, and whofe affeftion (he 
warmly returns,— C» writes you fo often, 
that I truft to her talents for inielligchce, 
. for giving you information of all new 
cvents-s—We fee our dignified coufin often, 
who inquires kindly for you, in language 
of fuperior purity. 

You begin too foon to folicit the exer- 
tion of my elegiac powers.— Yet, conGder- 
ing how agreeable, as well as ufeful, you 
have been in your day and generation, your 
departure certainly ought not to pafs un^ 
celebrated or un/kng, ^ though my torpid 
mufe ihould wake 

** From the long flumber of a fcore of years," 

to celebrate fo fad an event.— But I had 
much rather defer the talk of decking 
your grave 

C4 <'With 
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, ** With f/agfant flow'rets of immortal bioom^ 
And tears which ge'nius flieds on virtue's tomb,^ 

for thirty years* After the repofc of half 
. a century, my mufe will certainly rife like 
a balloon^^ and foar 

*< Beyojnjd the flaming boandi of fpace and ume»!' 

whither 1 fliall no further anticipate her flight 
at prcfcnt.— I think I fee you, after your 
arrival, furrounded by your grandchildren, 
and aftonifbing them with a recital of your 
Alpine trayels.— -C-— -^c is come home, and 
aftonifties us every time we look at her,-r 
fuch a prodigy of growth I never beheld i 
her appearance is truly portentous i but 
ivhat fad or merry event it forebodes, wc 
are yet to learn.— Mifs O. and his Rcve» 
rence defire me to fay for them more kind 
things than my paper can poflibly hold;— 
The girls fend their tender love to B. who 
is much miQed.— Mr, M. is always in pof- 
feflion of my bed wiChcs and warmeft 
veneration. 

I am truly, kindly yours, &c». 



J 
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LETTER XI.VI. 



TO MRS* M. 



STIRLING, JAN. I<5, 1794* 

MY DEAR M^S. M. 

Yv 
OU have not been out of my heart, or 

4 

ey^ s, for a minute together fince I left you* 
—I am this moment returned from Mh. 
G. and have not loft a fecond in fitting 
down to tell you> if that were poffiWe, 
with what glowing gratitude, with what 
cordial warmth of recolleftion, I con-, 
template that image of you, which fancy 
is conftantly prefcnting*— Sometimes I 
fcem to approach the houfe from the weft> 
recognize your blue ribbon at the end 
window, watch for your ironical fmilc 
through the glafs, or prepare for a kindly 
reproof at entrance.— Again I fee you 

c c as 
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as r left you, languid in bed^ your BcacF 
bound up, your eyes fuflfufed, and your 
voice broken. — I wilJ not fay >yhat I fceJ 
at the thought. My nnind muft not re- 
main in fufpencc. Lay your commands^ 
on Mr, Mac—, or Mifs F. to write im- 
mediately.^— I (hall not half tafte O/s 
kifTes, till I hear you are better. 

Now to proceed niethodically :— -when I 
awoke fronv a reverie,, which laded me 
feme time after I was feated in the coach^ 
I perceived my fellow-traveller very wilE. 
ing to entertain me.— His name I do not 
knowi. yet, I tRink, 1 was told it.— He 
made great efforts for my amu(ement and^ 
information, and is, upon the whole, very 
well, — in a happy mediocrity, like Capt.. 
Hamilton's pye.— We infor'med eacb 
other much,, in the courfe of the journey^ 
and made many fage obfervations and 
furprifing difcoveries. — Wc found 6ut 
the winter was mild, and adduced the 
flowering furze a3 a proof of it i— that the 

ruinoua. 
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ruinous caftles by the road would come 
down foon^ and that the houies begun 
buildings would fooo be finiih^d >-^and» 
that if public affairs did not foon grpvr 
better, they would certainly grow worfe:— • 
Fine conrolation this, after a due fuccef* 
fion of enlivening periods, and /efrelhing 
paufcs, 

^W ^* ^^ ^W •W ^W ^^ ^ - . 

s • « ♦ » * * « 

• t 

At five o'clock, with a faint heart, and 
aching head, I arrived at Stirling, depofited 
my luggage, bcfpokc my chaife,. and went 
off* to drink tea with Mrs. G , wha 
deceived me very kindly indeed.— I am 
qualified, however, to give ampl.e tefti* 
mony to Herhofpitality j fhe infiftcd bn my 
being a lodger. I was determined, and 
then happened accidentally to inquire for a 
Major G — I — n, whom. I knew in Ame- 
rica, where he fcrved in the fame regiment 
with my father, and is now retired in very 

e 6 - eafy 



Mfy circumftances, to live at Srirling.— * 
I^pon this ihc imoiediatcly fcnt for hiniii. 
—-This ^ fixed me to fpcnd the evening.— 
My Major came, and pleafed mc vcryj 
urcU, uponthe whole,— ^He has much infor- 
mStionj dry farcaftic humour,, and veteran 
cloqi3ence> in common with all other old 
foldiers.— I ihould like him much, if he had 
ftot the prefumption to pity me,— me, who 
am, on^ many accounts, fo enviable. Re- 
frtefnbef'me kindly to all you have taught 
me to efteem, and to Mife MJ — o, and Mif» 
M-— d, whom you have taught me to ad- 
mire. Tdl the Lord of the Dune T will 
write to him to deprecate his wrath j fgr 1 
thoi^ht be papted half angry* 

i am yours truly*, &c».. 



J, . 



X 
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f LETTER XLVIK 

TO MRS. M. 

LAQGASy JAN. r^^ 
MY DE/AR LADY CtAN. 

X WRITE you thcfe very few lines,, 
merely to make good my promife, and d(> 
xnonftratc to you that I am alive, after th^ 
fatigues of a journey, which I was very rll 
fitted to encounter, having been fcrioufly 
indifpofcd at the time. His reverence met 
pit at CriefFj we paft^that night at Duiv- 
keld ; left Dalnacardaech by moonlight, two 
hours before day ; breakfafted at Dal- 
whinny, and arrived near tjwo o'clock on 
Saturday j— found all well, the childrep. 
looking delightfully, and C— — better than 
I could cxpeA; O— 's bum fmali but 
terrifying, being fo near the eye. I fat up 

that 
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that day to plcafe the children and their 
father, but yielded at laft to the opprcf- 
fion of a violent head-ache.'— Church is 
o\ :r. — I am bctier, but give as much reft 
as pofTible to my red-encircled eyes.— 
Mr. G. will not allow haflc or fatigue to 
ap')logize for fins of omiffion, therefore 
bids me acknowledge, &c. John's great 
eyes arc enlarged beyond mcafure, with 
joy and furprize at beholding the ample 
provifion made for his Sunday's exhibition. 
—Let C— fpeak for herfclf when time 
fliall ferve.— Tell Mifs F— y, I (hall not, 
in pity to her allowance, think of faluting 
her hazel eyes with a letter this poll, but 
fliall acknowledge various kindneffesby the 
firft conveyance. — The pencil has been 
worn to the end by the road. — Look to 
be rarely edified. — Every one here fends a 
thoufand good wiflies to you both ; the 
warmed that love and gratitude can didate 
attend you from, yours, &c. 



«•••• 
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LETTER XLVlil 



to MRS. M. 



DEAR MADAM, FEBRUARY 2, 1 794* 

X HAVE, now, I know not how many 
of your kind letters to acknowledge. — Two 
tame juft as I was finilhing my laft to you ; 
bur, concluding, in a great hurry, I do not 
cx^iftly rem^meber whether I acknow* 
Icdged them. ^ 

How lucky it was for me that C— did 
not go to Invernefs when propofed !— I 
have been fo ill with the rheumatifm, ever 
fince my return, that I could not have 
wanted her. I fcrawled a little with a 
pencil laft night, but have not touched a 
pen fince I wrote to you :— my arm having 
been- utterly difablcd,— 1 am now much 

better. 



' letter, and feci that I (hall be better 
ftill, and the firft travelling weather C. 
ihall proceed.— —My levee has not ccafcd 
yet, /nor do I much rejoice at its coa- 
tinuanct,-— The children, with this bad 
weather, are unavoidably confined, and 
muft needs make a qoife, which, though 
it is only the fotind of vivacity and good* 
humour, is, in fomc meafure, troublefome r 
^— yet they give, on the whole, lefs trouble 
than could be expcdcd from fo many, 
being all healthy, good -humoured, and 
obedient, and the cldeft very ufeful and 
attentive to the reft. When I am at lei- 
fure, and in the humour of enjoying 
fociety, believe me, I relifh theirs full as 
much, to fpeak moderately, as any!' meet 
Hvith here :-^and find, opening their minds, 
and cultivating their hearts, fo naturally 
good, a very pleafing amufement,^ — Jxidge 
then of my confternation, one dreadful 
fnowy day lately, when I had rcfolvcd to 
iie dill and nurfe my rhcumatifm, and bad 

in 
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in the meantime alTembled all thejpnior 
clafs at my bcd^fide^ to fin4 the approach 
of vifitors was announced; in poured a 
fucce{rK>i>> fo iirmec and mifceUancous, 
fo unlooked for and ill timed,~what could 
I do ?— It would be moftr ungracious, \n* 
deed unavailingj to ftay in bed and rejedl 
the civilities of people wha had come (a 
far to fee me, and were fo ill fitted to tn^ 
tertain each other* His Reverence wilt 
snake great exerdons when needs mufl^ 
but feemed^ on this occafion^ very un« 
willing to enter on aHualJervke^ and very 
delicate in his folicitations to me for aflifto 
aoce. I took pity on his embar raflfmentj * 
got up, and entered patiently on the la* 
hours of the day.— But you may bclieve> 
I bled the clofing fhades of evenings and 
was much tempted to kifs my hand to the 
moon, as (he walked in her brightnefs, for 
jrclicving me of yll this oppreHion»— They 
were not. obje(5tionable as finglc figtiresj 
but as a graupc. Truly, they had neither 

' Titian 
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Titian tints, nor Guide graces.— You 
complain how (paring I am of my com- 
pliments. Attend, for I am juft going to 
pay you a great and juft one.— — Ic is 
upon your difcriminating tafte in fociety, 
and your diflikc to wafting time with 
people^ neither meritorious as individuals, 
nor capable of affording plcafure, pr iai- 
provenocnt, by their convcrfation* Thofe 
who do not thus difcriminate, may be 
worthy and amiable, perhaps, but they 
cannot, indeed they cannot, pofieis true 
tafte, or pretend to dignity of charafter*— 

-There muft be fomc latent weaknefs,^ not 
to fay meannefs, in the character of a per- 
fon whofc fituation juftific^, and whole 
attainments entitle her to a felc&ion of fo- 
ciety, and who, notwithftanding, languilhes 
away time amidft the ceremonious infipidity 

^ of humdrums, or the bafe acquiefcence, 
poifonous whifpers, or-monotonous echo of 
fycophants. — *^ Unto their. aficmbly, mine 
honour, be not thou united." — Whoever 

has 
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has abilities ta relifh the firft of all enjoy- 
ments, clcgaat convcrfation, and facrificc* 
that enjoyment from motives of mean 
envy, or the contemptible vanity of being 
firft in a circle of inferior minds, who- 
ever, I fay,* is thus fclf degraded from that 
eminence on which nature and fortune have 
placed her, I confider as lower than the 
loweft of thofc forever excluded from the 
rich banquet of intelleftual delicacies.— I 
don't fpeak of men. Poor fouls !— 

^9 Coitdemnedin bafinefs aod in arts to drudge,'' &c» 

fmall fiberty of choice is left them, in tht$ 
xiioft enviable particular.—- -Pray has my 
journey through the holy land, to procure 
fuitable decorations for Clan, fatisBed'i&/M 
as to the matter of compliment, on which he, 
too^ ufed to accufe me of great deficiency ? 
«— The charm you accufe me of pofleffing 
has no cxteniive influence, for it will only 
operate upon you, and the very few like 
you that are to be met with. — Common 

minds 
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minds arc flaves to hzbit, and love nothing 
that is not caft in the mould of cuftonnary 
forms.— Minds poffcfltd of greater energy, 
tire of the felf-fame ma(k. — They arc pre- 
pared to look with complacency on the 
afpeft of nature^ if they coald but find it 
undifguifcd by artifice, and.undcbafcd by 
vulgarity. — My early intirnacy with fomt 
enlightened and elegant minds^ raifed me 
above the latter^ and a life of retirement 
and fimpficity, entirely occupied by ufefd 
duties and the exercife of kindly a(Fe&ions, 
has prcferved me from the former.—— 
This peculiarity; ariiing from a fingular 
xhode of life, is the whole fccret.— As for 
the common people about me, learning 
their language, and being kind to their 
children, is charm enough for them. I do 
not befpeak your partiality for the im- 
promptu fobjoined, becaufe I know the 
fubjeft willinfure it.*— 'Tis an anfwer, as 
fron) a North Fepcible officer to a prudifh, 
and, in my view, very indelicate notice, 

inferted 
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Infcrted by fomc ladies in the Coorant,' 
^xprcflive of the pain they fcU at the viola^ 
tipn of decorum, in the inftance of our poor 
mountaineers appearing in their national 
drcft, when they^ in^ faft, had probably 
no other to appear in. — My amufcment 
will refiilt from the various conjedures 
about the author,— I know already to 
whom it will be given, and who will far^ 
take it, as Tabby Bramble's gander did 
the forfak^cn goflings, Thofe ladies who 
have been at fuch pains to difplay their 
modcfty to the public, fecm to forget that 
'tis the very nature of modefty to (hun 
public appearances.-— 

•« Something too much of tbis."j . 

Let fne hear how all goes on at the Dune, 
—whether Nanny has' dpnc well after, the 
apparition of the white turkey, whether 
there have been any more canvas-creations, 
and whether you have had any more ori- 
ental intelligence from your young ad- 
venturer,— Now is not all this very fo- 

norous 
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norous and romantic ; and is it not a pity 
that paper, candlcj and cyesj. are all ex- 
fcaufting at the very crifis when I was 
going tx> be pretty and figurative.— All 
thefe unfolding (lowers of rhetoric muftj 

. " Quenched in dark clouds of fluinber« lie," 

and I» alack J— -muft bid you heartily good 
night. 



LETTER XLIX. 



LAGGANj MARCH 4| 1794* 
M7 DEAR MR8. M. 

XjIoW can I write you when I am 
outrageous, in confcquence of a fliort fie 
of paflion fuccceding a long fit cf cha* 
grin ?— Saturday laft, poor C— e fct out 
for Invcrnefs ; and 1 was beginning to re- 
cover from the buftle and fatigue of part* 
Ing with her, and fet about to tranfcribe 

a tny 
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my journal moft correflly, that you might 
perufe it in its way to London^ when— 
horror of horrors !-— who Ihould arrive but 
my evil geniusj who had afTumed the 
meagre form of *— for my prefcnt inter- 
ruption, and future punifhment !-— and 
this, juft as I was entering on—" Athol's 
bonny, broomy, braes/' — How ftiockihg 
to have fuch an antidote to 

** The foothing charms of mufical delight,'^ 

(lalk in, grinning that ghaftly fmile, which 
I was obliged to return wich a feigned one, 
•—CO the great diminution of my beauty, 
for what is forced cannot be becoming. 

The next day was fnowy, and I very 
prudently ftayed from church, thinking to 
meditate quietly, but — — would not leave 
me ; and I fubmitted, with the beft grace 
in the world, to ;his mortifying civility.— 
Sincerely did I repent ftaying from fer- 
mon ; yet — — has fenfe, and is far more 
, tolerable than many to whom time is dailjr 
facrificed«*-^Clan is molt unreafonable i he 

often 
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often complained I never paid him a com- 
pliment. Now I have ranged *thc holy 
land, merfly to give him credit, and he 
falls into a c rots fit of modefty and will 
not take it. — How provoking !— The mufc 
that Gngs unfeen takes it very much amifi. 
Before I difmifs this tuneful fubjedt, I muft 
tell you how much I was amufcd with the 
humour, cafe, and poetical imagery of 
^' the ghoft of the turiccyfhen." — Sure 
neVer turkcy-hen was fo diftinguiflied^— I 
fang her requiem as well as I could, but, 
after the Profeflbr and Mifs M. have both 
honoured her milk-white (hade fo harmo-» 
, nioufly, I fliould not wonder to fee her join 
Dido and Fair Rofamond in the myrtle 
grove, where, we are fold, they wander in 
foetal forrow. Profcflbr R.*s condefcenfion 
in this inftanc« Ihews, that he would even 
excel in trifling, couid he let himfelf down 
to it. Good night. I hope her Turkey- 
fliip will not haunt my dreams, as fhe did 
Nanny's.-— She *' cannot fay I did it^** 
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JLETTER L. 



TO MRS. M, 



APRIL X7, I7f4. 
DEAR MADAM) 

V-iAPT. D. who is juft fctting out, has 
fent for my commands* - • - - • You will 

receive the concluGon of the journal from 
Mr. S— h, to whom I promifed to fend it. 
•—There are two ptffages of which I have 
no copy, the one — — the other » ■ 
having added thefc^ as I tranfcribed from 
the ragged original. — If you could find 
^ny one fo idle, and good-natured, as to 
tranfcribe them for me, I (hould wifh to 
have them, for they would complete the 
fcroU I have.--^— It is time to tell you of 
the pleafure and furprifc with which I per- 
ufed the fpecimens you font me 9f Mifs 
M— 's tuneful powers : that on Fancy is 
voLf lu . D admirable^ 
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admirable ;— -bold, rapid, glowingi it 
breathes the true charafteriflics of ge- 
nuine poetry. One mud poflefs a latent 
fpark of that aBtherial flame to taile fuch 
volatile exhalations, which can only be 
tafted, for they evade the grafp of dif- 
.cuflion.— Pray admire the fublimc in- 
comprehenfibility of the foregoing periods 
—-You made a promife to the Sibyl, which, 
k appears, you forget. She however 
lodged ic in her memory, along Avich many 
important fa&s of the laft century; for 
(be deigns to recolle£t no occurrences of 
the fourfcorc laft degenerate years.— So, 
after having patiently, for the ninetieth 
time, canvafl]ed King William's ihjuftice in 
the bufmefs of GtencoMe, 1 was reminded of 
this promife.-*^! ihared the diftaflf I had 
with her, and gave you the whole merit, 
and now the garter loom is preparing, no 
lefs important to her than that of the VaU 
kyriac, which once made ^' my knotted 
and combined Ipcks to part«*'~You will 

dire<fl 
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' i^ltcft^thc journal for Mifs M— ^t, Londory, 
for I fufpeft Mifs 0-— is fet off for 
Plymouth, under the protcdlion of a gal- 
lant warrior of the amphibious order, before 
it can arrive* This letter will remind you 
of what Baflanio fays of Gratiano's con^ 
verfation: « His reafons are two grains 
of wheat, hid in a bufhcl of chafF,''— Whc^ 
ther trifling or ferious^ 

I am yours very fincerdy* 



■^■■^PMMMP«nMM«l»*M* 



LETTER U. 



TO MRS« Mk 



APRIL, ^7* 1794; 
MY DEAR MADAM, 

JrloW Ihall I be pithy andcpncife, and 
where (hall J g?t the kaaclc of abridge- 
mcnt r— for I muft fay twenty things in a& 
many lines, as J. M— n goes direiaiy.— 

«) a Firft, 



' / 
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Firfi, tben^ I am to thank you for two 
I^ind letters; then for a donation^ which 
came this nighty as I was making the cuf- 
tomary infufion.*— The mufc, however, is 
not fatisfied with this proceeding, and con* 
fiders ijt as treating her as a mendicant.— 
She hopes, if you do not reverence her 
•^* air drawn'* dignity, you' (hould at Icaft 
iparc her earth-born delicacy. • - • . - • 
•^ The children of this world are wifcr in 
thctr generation than the children of light." 
I have no doubt of your friend's modera- 
tion and philofophy i but, I fear, fhe mbft 
be a great (Iranger to the little frugal arts 
of life which become neceflary in certain 
circumftances i but my grand expedient of 
felf-denial will ftand her ' ih good ftead ; 
and, I fancy, it will be no more a tafk to 
her than it is to me. 

I am glad you do not go to Edinburgh, 
becaufe then you will poffibly crofs Dri- 
mochter.— Short ftages, and flow travelling, 
niight prevent any rifquc to your health i 

^ the 
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the accommodation, and arrangements may 
be managed much caficr than laft fummer. 
—1 am waiting to be Jurprijed by a formal 
annunciation of Mifs O— 's marriage. — If 
I do not hear foon^ I will congratulate at a 
venture. ^ . 

Wc have maJc the fpring ale ftronger 
tTian ufual^ in hopes it may keep all fum- 
mer for your fake. — You {hall fee, and 
you fhall (hare, the fine neighbour we arc 
to have on the Know this fummer, but I 
mull leave fomething to conjcfture, - - - 
Igreatly fear Mr.. M~'s efforts will be 
made a job of. ------------- 

You win receive this from ■ ■ Who is 
truly a worthy and rclpeccable young man, 
and carries the cfteeni and regret of the 
whole country with him. — I am glad, how- 
ever, he goes to the army ::— it is better 
than the equivocal and precarious ftate he 
has juft quitted. I will anfwer Mr. M.^s 
letter fpecdily.-»-Farewel— afFcdlionatcly f 
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tETTER^LIU 



TO Mas. Al» 



LAOCANi JUKI 284 X7S^ 
DEAR MADAM^ 

X HOPE you have my letter ere now^ 
sirhicb will convince you I an> noc fo ne« 
gligent as you foppofc me.— I wrote Mr» 
M. by a private conveyance ; it is, I fee> 
cither delayed or loft.— I had yours ycfter- 
day, with M/s and Mifs M--^-**t's inclofed* 
•—The laft is written with fpirit and clc-^ 
gance, — She expreflks warm approbation of 
■ ■ *s extreme forrow at her fcparatioa< 
from Mrs. F »» ■, and a kind of melan- 
choly j:efignation on the prcJfpcft of her 
being happier in her new condition, &c. 
^ — -The applaufeof fo good a judge as^ 
Mi's, D«-«-^P is very flattcring.^^Thc very 

fiipcr-%- 
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fupcrficial trifies I have at any ti?r:c written, 
Were produced^ with fo much facility, and 
afforded fo much play to my fancy, while 
writing them, that the compofition was full 
as great an amufemcnt to myfclf, as the4)er- 
ufal of them could be to any other perfon; 
and theycofl fo little time or thought, that 
tliey encroached on no duty^ and retarded 
no employment :—^nd as I confumed Icfs 
time in drefs, vidang, &c« than almoft any 
-cfther body, even in my own circle, I could 
the better afford a literary lounge, now and 
then.— I, for my part, am only vain of 
ivhat I have not writtefi.-— When I liftencd 
to the diftates of prudence in curbing the 
fallies of a fportive imagination, that I 
might confine my attention to humbler, 
but more ufeful purfuits, felf-approbation 

rewarded my felf-denial. Why fpeak fo 

dlftantly of your propofed vifit. "^Mr. G, 
really took upon him to be angry, and afto- 
jiifhcd, that you would let the good weather 
and long days pafs. — You don't confider 

, D 4 our 
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our Lammas floods^ and all the pains ami 
penalties that Highland travelling is heir 
to, when poftponed to the borders of the 
ftormy equinox,— —What a dear teazing 
man you have, with his quick feelings.— 
He fliquld have more dignity in his anger* 
and only beftow k on dbjcds of import* 
ancei — Contempt is quite enough for this. 



If his Reverence would eondcfcend to fay 
any thing on fuch a fubjec^, I am convinced 
his fentiment would be that of Hardi-Ca* 
nute. > 

*' Fairer to me in 4ge yt fccm 
Than maids for beauty famed. ^ 

But I mufl: conclude,, for I am yuQ: going 
to write an cpiftle„ on the merits of mo* 
deration, to a vchemeot friend of yours aad 
mine. 

I am your obliged and faithful frieod^ 
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LETTER U\U 



TO MRS. M. 



DEAH MADAM, 

W E begin now to be very impatient for 
the confirmation of the glad tidings of your 
coming north.*— *It was wrong to mention 
it, unlefs you mean to carry k through^, for 
the profpeA has fa elated the young fa« 
mily,— -B. is particulariy fo f even her meek 
fpirit is occupied in premeditating chicken 
flaughter, for the poultry are in her depart^ 
ment; and then ike is ix> engrolTed wifh 
coftfidering what fruits and vegetables will 
be in. feafon.-«My principal fear isy that our 
ftock of good weather will be exhaufted 
before you arrive ;-— for» as the man iays of 
his Italiai^ - waOx baUs> we. have really had 
i I p 4 ItaU^k 



Italian funfliine for Gx weeks pafl:^ whictr^^ 
"with the addition of tranquillityj^and an eafy 
regukr progrcflion of family and farming,., 
has been a great fource of enjoyment to 
us ; fo that were' it not for the French and 
the caterpillars^ we ffiould be quite happy ;-. 
but the former difturb our peace, and the 
httff dcftroy our gooftberries.*— I (hould 
not fpeak plurally,^ for my fovereign is not 
ifi touch the fport of petty contingencies.-^-^ 
If ou (be thus ki the midft of innocent plea« 
fures and laudabk employments,, I recnaia 
II perturbed example of that great moral 
truth, th4|t there k no unmiiced felicity here, 
—at leaft out of Plymouth^ for diefe the 
prb of joy ibines round and bright in the 
beatified dwelling of Capt. P. and his 
mate,, without being ohfcured by clouds^ 
or patting into diminution. — In ihbrr, 
yit%, F. feems highly pleafed with the 
change . of ftate, and deKghted with th^ 
4:bgra£ter of her mate^— No wonder, if he 
bie aU &c. thtnks> and I do not doubt of her 
I . i , judgment 
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judgment or veracity in this or any ocber 
inftance. — Sucb milcJhcfs of difpofitiar^ 
reflitudc of principle, and lingular delicacy 
of fentiqient, as fhe afcribes lo hfm> triufl: 
enchant a ,perfon 'of her taile and feeUAg% 
—^Thc porch, like our own, is often thtf 
mod decorated and pleafant part of 'the 
^ belling,; yet I fta^er niylielfi ifly dea& 
friend's cafe will not confirm this tohferv^-* 
t.idn, but that Ihe 'will find herfclf juft a»> 
happy at the clofe of this centuryk-HWcr? 
grea^ fear at .prefent is, that her Jord ihaid4^ 
be called out to Channel fervic^.— ^-RjC !• 
hoDe, now that Lord Howe has {h com-r 
pktcly cftablilBied our fiiperiority th^tre, ic^ 
will no longer be accounted a poft of dai^- 
ger.— -You never tell me a word about your 
f6n John, which you ought to do, in com- 
mon charity, to afford me a pretext for 
faying fomcthing about mine. — When did 
you hear from him, from St, Helena ?i— I 
have ufed all means to get C~~c home^. 

06 fm 
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for near a month paft, and am novr like to 
fiicceed» 



I fee Robefpierre coo has been lately the 
ohjtGt of a young lady's enchufiafoi.— I 
hope he will meet fome enthufiaft foonv 
who will fend him on a journey he is little* 
prepared fon—Pbor B. has a fevere coi3gh» 
I make it my fole bufineis to quack her^ 
and hope (he will foon be better.-— Mr. <3v 
is ftill ideal chaplain, for the choice is nor 
declared $ but we think the fame appoint^ 
ment in an old regiment would be better- 
With kind love to you al]> in which the* 
paftorjoins> 

I am very gratefully yours^ 



t . 
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LETTER LIV^ 

TO MRS. M, 

LAGGUN^ JULT 6y J 794* 
BEAR ^ADAM^ 

ASl I made you (I doubt not) a fharer 
of my concern and apprehenfion^ 'tis but 
equitable you fhould partake the joy I feel 
in the profpeft of my poor B— — *s re- 
covcry.— I flatter myfclf flie is better, and 
hope Ihe will continue to mend.—- 1 got a 
fad alarm, and fuffered much : not merely 
from anticipating the future, but from re- 
calling pad forrows, awakened by this ap^ 
prehcnfion. -^ Lady M h brought C» 
on Sunday, to Fitmain. 



She fent an cxprefs to inquire for B ' ^ 
and feemed impatient to come up s but as 

3 I meant 



Fnreant to go to Bencher in a few days,, % 
wi (bed her tojiicct tnc there, that I mighr 
bring her home. — I have been deterred by 
a fuccedlon of teazing obftacles, but think 
we Ihall go to-morrow, which I anticipate 
with much delight, for I really long, witb 
maternal impatience, to meet again this- 
daugh(er of my •cledion, - - - - ^^ I am 
very glad to hear the ion of your friend 
^i^es fttch benefit from the air tlTat is 
faid io often to work wonder$.*-^For nay 
}^rt i jiave Ktde atmofpherical feich,— *! ain 
rather apt Co attribute the beneficial tSc€k% 
to the new and peculiar mode t>f life,.prc- 
yailiflg ihere,—* Where one meets with alt 
(he eonvenicACts, and many of the elegan- 
cies, which wealth procures,, without wic« 
pe fling the walling langour, (he frivolous 
langour, the capricious fick defiresj^. and 
endlefs conftraints and formalities, that ecn* 
bitter its ftnjofrm wt.f^Tiiere, perfcft or- 
dcr is: concealed m pkaQng^ eafe; there a 
f Qnffio^iwis, th§t one hears notbii^g but 
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tnHhi^fki fees nothing but the emanatfoir* 
of pure afFcftions, produces ia the^ mind 
thft calm fecurity, that foothing indolence^ . 
which rcfts aad renews its faculties, and' 
ij^reads its fwect infliience to- the clay coC"^' 
tage that confines and clogs i^. ..--•.- - 
I- can eafily conceive how beautiful D^^-~-n 
muft appear> brighjeiied by the fplcndid: 
fmile of fuch a fummer as this, wHcn win^ 
ter itfelf could not^ rob it of all its attrac- 
tions.— But now that you have done juftice 
to your Elyfiumy may I not fay fomething 
©f pur Arcadia. — You cannot believe, till 
you fee, (which I hope you will (bortly); 
that Laggan could be fa fw^efly rural, and 
fo, richly green, as this charming fummer 
has made it. The influence qf good wea* 
th^f» ^here fo miich depends upon it, is be« 
yond thought.-— The. wo&itbtP .%nd my dnU 
iiren, h^e. indeed been fo g^ t^s ye4f> 
chat 1 have not fin* a tim^ ^baick^ been fa 
tf anquil and difiocurxtbeft^, or ften my^ 
JMtteis :gqi. on faii«)dt «p.my imkStwn^ 
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—It IS hard to fay what winter may pro- 
duce— You may fee your dear little B—r, 
when I am no longer to be feen.-— Do not 
dtlappoint a whole family.— «'Tis a h^rfh 
tranfitbn co quit thefe fubjefts for that of 
the ruin and mifery m which fa many fa- 
milies are involved.^-— » Now I muft break 
o(Fj but am always with true love to aU the 
D— cites*. 

Youn> &€• &c» 



LETTER LV. 



TO MRS. M. 



^ AUGUST 30, I75K*' 

^X HOUGH I had not received your let*' 
ter^ inclinatton would- prompt me to write 
to you without the ftimulus of having any 
thing important, to iay ^ but if you czpe& 

mc 
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tiie to be punftual, you muft give ampte 
licence for dulnefs and abfurdity, ' befidcs a 
fuil allowance to my happy talent of digrcf- 
fion, my rare felicity in parenthcfis, and my 
peculiar knack at circumlocution.^— —Do 
not let the folcmnity of my parting with 
you, too deeply imprcfs you. — It was 
merely the cffcft of a momentary impulfc, 
which I could not controuh— I am forry it 
faddcned fo much of your journey.— I too 
* confumed the time at home in fympathctic 
dejeftion ; for the impreflion did nof wear 
ofF fo foon as thefe gufts of tendernefs and 
melancholy generally do.-^Thc acuteriefs 
of my feelings, and the harror with wHich 
I (brink from the e\rils of Kfc, afe but ftiopt 
lived in my mind, by a happy facility in 
rouficg up images of joy and comfort, and 
catching at the bright fide of every objeft, 
and every profpeft: — To a projedor or 
adventurer, this might prove a dangerous 
faculty ; but to one whofe fate ic is to walk 
^caccably (though fomctimcs penfively) 

throtiglii 
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.riiroqgh the obfcure bye paths jof llfe^ ic is 
an advantage to have a quickneis in dif-* 
covering every violet that fprings up among 
brambles^ and every rainbow that fmilci 
through the tears of the fky* — I think the 
ibft melancholy produced in your mind by 
the mufic of yolir Irilh piper, would have 
a fweet accordance with the fenfations which ^ 
jhofe '^ fympathetic glooms'*' ^bout Dun- 
keld arc fo*weU fined to infpire.— I, for 
my part, though aftrangcr to the art o£ 
^muiic, am ^ell acquainted with its power» 
and (ubjed to its inSuence^ in its rudeit^ 
forms.; paiticglarly when it breather the: 
fpirit of that (cntiaitnt which,/or the time,, 
ijpredominajtes, inmy mind, or wakes fome 
tender remembrf&nce with which accident 
has conne^ed it.— *When my dcareft little 
boy was in the lad ftage of that illae(^~ 
which proved fatal to him^ we had three 
maids iA/ho bad all good voices ; one was 
i^raid to fit up alone to a( tend my calls, 
on which. the. nurfe maid agreed to fit with > 

her- 
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her and lull the inftnt bcfide her. The^ 
Iblitary maid was then afraid to day alone 
in her attic abode.— The refuk was, that 
the threb Syrens fung in concert, a great 
part of the night, which fcemed to foothc 
ihc dear fuffercr fo much, that when they 
ceafed, he often dcfircd they would begin 
again.— -He liftened to it three hours be- 
fore he expired./— I never hear the motl 
imperfeft note of Cro Cballin fincc, withf 
cut feeling my heart ftriiigs accord with it; 

^ It gives a vjery.echo fron> the feat. 
Where grief is throned ;'* 

and were I to hear thofe maving founds^ 
which we are told 

** Drew iron tears down Pfuto'i cheek/' 

they could not open every fource of ajnguifli. 
more efFcduaily^ — You have it now in/ 
your power to tafte the pathqs of mufic in 

its full exjtcnt. — Mr.. B*, r, lam told,., 

has unrivalled power in doing juftrcc to. 
«ur old plaintive melodies.-^We were xon^ 

foledi 
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folcd for your fhort (lay by knowing you 
found his family at D'— — n. — . - - ^ 
C, is, and looks much better than when 
you faw her. — This has been a day of joy- 
ful quiet ro her, and no IcTs joyful buftlc 
to every one elfe.— The fervants, tenants, 
and Bairns are all bufy making our great 
hay ftack, — Jock and the men drive carts-— 
the reft trample down the top,— and' the 
two little ones are handed back and for- 
\yard, or driven up and down in the carts^ 
to their great deleftation.— Being Saturday^ 
the ftack muft needs be clofed to night ; 
ib they have no time to come down todreis 
dinner, but a cold collation has been coiv- 
vcyed to the top of the ftack with great 
glee, and devoured with alacrity*— -This is 
what I account one of the pteafijres of a 
country fife, to fee fo many people ufcfuUjp 
bufy, and innocently happy. 

Mr. G. rejoiced to hear the joth regi* 

ment belonged to fo good a man asB nj. 

hut 
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he is much better of late, not at all the 
worfe perhaps of being chaplain* - - - - 
Robcfpierre's fall has had all deferved ag- 
gravations. Imagination fh rinks from the 
images that fucli a death fuggcfts. — Of 
whom was it faid that " Hell grew darker 
at his frown ?'*— I wonder if the modern 
philanthrophifts, whofc afFcftions compre- 
hend all, but thofe who might be the better 
for them,— -I wonder, , I fay, if they, have 
found out a cool corner for thi^ minifter 
of vengeance,, or wrapped him in. a corner 
of the wide mantle of everlafting fleep. 

Adieu t;cndcrlyt 
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. LETTER LVr, 

TO MRS« M. 

t 

SEP. at| i794» 

DEAK MADAMy 

JVIy laft was to Mr. M. — Since then, in-* 
dolence and indifpoHtion have induced me 
to fcize the pretext of not hearing from 
you, as an rxcufc to delay writing* — My 
better judgment however tells me I iiave 
no right to be ceremonious with you^ and 
my paft experience, that writing eafily and 
fully to a real friend, will exhilarate my 
fpirits, if once 1 could -whip myfelf up to 
it. — 1 have been juft difcharging a painful 
talk of duty j it is that of writing a long 
monitory epiftle to poor M— — y, whom I 
have a long while unpardonably rieglcftcd. 
•— I know Ihe is chcriflicd with the ten- 

dercft 
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vBrrcft care, and has the advantage of ha^* 
ing her moral and religious duties incul* 
catcd in the moll: forcible manner. 















Did I tell you what pleafure it gave me 
to find your friend and favorite Dr. M— s 
had given up that wild fchcmc of going to 
America ?— I was fond of that country to 
cnthufiafmj and fpent the moft delightful 
and fanciful pertod of my life in it s for 
mine was a very premature childhood*-- 
The place where I rcfided was the moft 
dcfirable in the whole contincnr; there my 
firft perceptions of pleafure, and there m/ 
carlieft habits of thinking, were formed ; 
,^nd from thence I drew that high rclifh 
for the fublimc fimplicity of nature which 
has ever accompanied me.— This has been 
the means of preferving a certain bumble 
dignity in aH the difHcukies I liave had to 
ftruggle through. — Yet, from what I kiiow 
of the alterations which the laft twenty 

years 
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' yc4irs have brought about in that countryj 
and the ftill greater difference which other 
views and aflfociations have made on my* 
fclf, though I had it now in my power to 
return, my judgment would check tny in- 
clination.-— The paths that lead frofti nature 
and fimplicityj towards elegance and falfe 
refinement in manners, and artificial modes 
of living, do not indeed tend to happinefs> 
but they flope with our inclinations, and. 
wind with our caprices s though, when too 
far purfued, they lead direflly to fclfi(hnefs 
and depravity. — ^Thcfc paths can never be 
retrodden,*— — When tired of the idle and 
frivolous buftle, and the vain empty pur« 
fuits, that fill up (I can fcarcc fay diverfify) 
fafhionable life, we languiih under the 
burden of ceremony.— The multiplied ele- 
gancies and conveniencies, the various and 
itkixed fociety which at firfl: delighted, be* 
gin now to encumber us. — Thofe plea- 
fures lofc the force of novelty, and our 
riper judgment undervalues what we once 

thought 
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thought cffcntial to felicity*— yV'c now re- 
trace our firfl; and purefl; ideas of happinefs^ 
.^i^T'he rural cafe that dwells in the paftoral 
valley, the foothing quiet and artlefs inno- 
cence of' the cottage, the folemn gloom of 
the forcft, in which we wifli to meditattf 
undifturbed, and the fublime folitudc of the 
mountain, from whofe elevation we wifti to 
look down on low purfuits^^ and give a kind 
of repofe to the wearied mind.— We for- ' 
get that nature prefents us with no unmixed 
cup df enjoyment.-— Habituated to the pro- 
fufion of art, which accumulates plcafurcs 
till they grow vapid and taftelefs, we do 
jiot cafily reconcile to the parfimony of 
jiature, which prefer ves its relifli by a fru- 
gal diftribution.— We endeavour to return 
%o thofe habits which long diftant recoUcc- 
pon has endeared, which poetical defcrip- 
(ton has decked with beauties innumerable, 
^nd incapable of being com1>ined and en-» 
joyed together. — Eftranged from nature, 
ijn^rvatcd by luxuryj^ and foftened by falfc 
VOL, II. ft delicacy,. 
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delicacy, we fct about* the experiment i 
We find the cpttage quiet indeed, but ftnoky, 
confined, and deficient^ in a choufand things 
on which we are become too dependant. 
—The narrow bounds imprifon us, the low 
roof crufhcs, and fcanty light which ftrug- 
gles in through the little cafement, bewil- 
ders us. — The inhabitants wc find innocent^ 
holpicable, and wilHng topleafe; — but we 
are (hocked with .their vulgar- language^ 
difgufted with their uncouth manners, and 
tired with the famencfs to which their 
narrow circle of ideas confines their con« 
Verfation i and unable either to defcend to 
their topics, or bring them up to ours^— 
we find dull uniformity and liftlefs languor 
in the vallry, whofe ciilture does not em- 
ploy, and whofe produce does not enrich 
US.-^Thc foreft walks are damp and intri-* 
cate, and it^ gloom melancholy and op« 
preflive to us^ who have not accuftomed 
ourfclves to rcflcft, but to obferve and to 
iiad continual employment for that faculty 

among 
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f mong the bufy; haunts of men^-^In vaia 
we dimb the mountain in Tearch of more 
extenc^ed profpedts, and more exalted fe- 
tcnity : fatigue follows^ and chagrin over- 
takes us i the wind pierces^ and the cold 
benumbs us; the profpeAs are perhaps 
obfcurcd by mift, or loft in dim confufion, 
and we haften back weary and unfatibfied^ 
from fcenes that expand the foul, and tran-* 
quiUtze the fpirit of that faithful lover, who 
has never foriaken her bofom for artificial' 
joys, or Wandered in the vain fearcVoF 
happinefs not meant for this thrcftiold of 
cxiftence. — It is indeed a fingular effort 
af-a' vigorous, fuperior mind, to prefervc 
through life, the. love of aitlcfs mannera' 
and cheap pleafures. — Your unequalled' 
fteadincfs in thU refpeft, is one of the* 
ftrongcft ties that hold me to you.-~Do^ 
not call, this flattery.-— I canhot.evcn flatter, 
you fo far as , to (i^yi jthsLt the difqwfition I 
jtave juft wandered into -wasnicaot for your^ 
amufcmcnt*.— Tn^y, I hweiuiiulcd.myfclf 

X a by 
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l^y iHiburdeniqg my inind» and arrangiiig 
cpy Mcas,-t-*If VQP t^ afe amufedj I wili 
tia\, be forry, wd ifj Of\ the contrary, you 
are, wp;iricd, I will n^l be a«igry.--I have 
h^d yow letters and - Mr. M.'s : .more of 
^cm anoD.~'I im glad that C-#-^ thinks 
I look fo well 1 I do not think f^ myftlf.^-^ 
]Lia<%uor^ and tboughtfulnefa grow upoa 
me, end I becoirie lefs able and witting to 
tjike exer^if^.^-^I rather think I ce&mble 
gra{diDot]ri€r . Eve^ of' whom we arc toid 
thati - 

<< So inocli.of daath htr thoogbts kad entertaiyied. 
As dyed her ch^ek with pale/' 

Yet you mud not think me vapouri(h«--« 
Tl^t change in the mode of our exiftence 
lyhich is before us all, has become familiar 
19 my miml fi*om frequent perils.**^! can 
be^r to look at it, and wifii not to be (ur. 
pji^d by it.**^I am not fo i^orant of the 
nature and importance of preparation iiw. 
fi)turity, as to w^ar myfelf out in fervours 
of forced devotion^ during this ihort period 

' of 
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of fufpendcd fear aod expcAation, in hppei 
of blotting out the errors of a negHgeuc 
and fclf-gratifying life, by the feeble ftrug^ 
glcs produced, not by rational and vital 
piety, but mere felfifli terror.— I endea-* 
vour to.repofe my hopes on a nobler and 
furer foundatbn* — The dim and trem'ii»» 
lous light that comes in fhort glimpfes to 
my mind, beams fort*h from merits far traxi- 
•fcending what human dutres can pretend to, 
.or human ejTorts arrive at*— I do not thin}< 
I have a worfe change for coming througk 
the approaching crifis, than any other pei"- 
Ton, worn out by many fimilar rlfks.— - 
What will it leffen my after ufcfulneTs or 
enjoyment, if it be' the divine will to pre* 
ferve me amidft my family, to have endea- 
voured to refign my mind to what muft 
inevitably happen at fome future period ?— 
I am glad you were io plcafed with the 
nymph of the Fountain, whom I have en- 
deavoured to recommend to vour atten- 
tion, by nicking her both a Highlander 

^ ;^ and 
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and a moralift,— Thofc light cxcurfions of 
:Tancy, where 

«« Soft defcription holds the place of fenfe/* 

» 

are merely the relaxation and play of the 
.mind,— Were I to dilate my awakened 
powers towards greater objeftv^nd give 
vent to my feelings on fubjefls ftill more 
ferious and imprelTive^ where there is abun;* 
dant (cope for pathetic painting, among 
the fad realities of life^ I ihould require to 
be more felf-poffeflcd,, and freed from the 
preffurc of the prefent exigences. -— But 
that time may comet — I can only ^d^ 
tliat 

^ I am always yours^ 



^ 
I 



( 79 J 



r 



LETTER LVII^ 



TO Ma6» M» 



OCT. 3, I7y4# 
BEAR MADAM^ 

JdY B«^11— c's aid I have been fo fparing 
of your purfe, and fo liberal of my coni- 
niunications of late, that I will not ftartte 
at making you pay poftage for a mere bill 
of health,— arid give you, in charity, a little 
breathing time, after the enormous length 
'of my laft cpiftles^ 

Ihad the comfort of receiving your laft 
letter yefterday, with Clan*s kind P. S.— 
I am itiuch difappointed at Mrs. D/s 
having left yoii fo foon. You will receive 
another proof of C/s elegant ingenuity, 
and fome pairs of Plannigans, of which I 
have marked a few for Mrs. C— sj of 
whofe polite attention I wilh, in fome 

£ 4 manner^ 



manner, to (hew myfclf fcnfibk.— -I Ihall 
cxadly obey your afFcftionatc injundtions, 
with regard to my place of rctirctncnt} 
though no Icfs a motive than that of 
pleafing you could induce me to retreat to 
fuch a diftancc from the fcene.of a6lion :— i 
but this is mere prejudice and habit ; for I 
jeft with entire confidence in C— — , as to 
family affairs, and well I may, ■ I zio^ 
alfO) daily, more and more fatisficd with 
Mifs P— 's rapidity and zeal in what re- 
gards the children.— I wrote Mrs, L — t 
to arrange matters regarding C. : — as her 
fime in town can be but Ihort, I wifli every 
foment of it to be ufcfuUy employed. I 
am highly pleafed to find you think fo 
wen of M""-y.«-She has lain under feme 
difadvantages ; yet her principles have 
been well attended to,-— Her intelleft is 
clear and folid,^and her temper mihd and 
firanquil. You fee I love to view the plead- 
ing fide of every objeA, in cafe of what 
may happen. There is o(ie view that I 

canoot 
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cannot endure to take> beCaufe there is' on* 
perfon, whofe hap'pinefs is more dependent 
en my prolongfcd exiftence, than any of 
thefe.*— For hia- fake I hope I fhall yet fee 
you again* This is a /ore fubjeft.— — 
Mr. C — ts muft have feen poor B. to dif- 
advantagc. She is not to be known" at, 
once««— I verily believe *no human being 
cftimates her at her^ true value but her 
fitters and myfelf. I dream of Mrs. F*. 
Inccflamly, and have written inquiries^ 
bcfng moft painfully anxious^ Farcwel, 
once more, dear Madam ! 



LETTER LVIIL 



TO MRS, H. 



t 



' Oct. 17, MONDAY MORN, 2 o'CLOCK^ 

X HAD the pleafute of your letter, and 
you may judge of my willingncfs to'anfwer 

£5 it. 
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it, by my fitting up the paft night to watch 
the dawn of Monday morn, that I might 
write without infringing on a better day.— 
Don't fmile j *tis not fupcrftition, but fclf- 
diftruft : I make refolutions, and try to 
hold them inviolable. I will be fatisfied 
with your good will, but would fain pre- 
ferve a deference for myfelf. This paft day, 
the mod folemn ordinance of religion has 
been celebrated here. — Many of the con- 
gregation live at fuch diftances, and the 
fervice continues fb long without interval) 
that we find it proper to bring down a 
good many people to a flight rcfrelhment 
through the day. ^ The affifting clergy 
flecp here, and three other vifitors s fo 
you may judge what buftle and fatigue all 
this mud occafion to me,, and ho,w unfit I 
am to write ;— but you wilt make all allow- 
ances.— I am very glad that fame vifit is 
over ; and, though I haye the ^zxj bcfl 
opinion of the heart and underftaniding of 
your vifitor,-T-'£is perhaps as well the af- 
fair 
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fair 1^ over ; for, I fuppofe we (hall hear 
no more of it. I felt excccdingljr for the 
pcrfon in queftion. — Yet we confidcr how 
very parcicular her fituation . is, and how 
very 'dangerous it would be for her to in- 
cur the imputation of even a pardonable 
deviation from ftrift prudence.— I ftarde 
at the thought of her being led to favour 
any thing fo vague at prefent, and which 
might prove dangerous in future. < ■■ 
She has too much good fenfe, and too 
much dependance on thofe whofc faithful 
friendfhip (he has experienced, to form any 
connedion, (for what lefs is a correfpond- 
cnce,) with any one, in a precarious, fitu- 
ation, who might incur blame on her 
account. — Of this perfon'^ delicacy of 
fentimenc, I have not the fmalleft doubt j 
but that very delicacy, youth, and natural 
fhyncfs, preclude him from that knowledge 
of the world, and, perhaps, of cxadt pro- 
priety, that would .render the confcrquenc^s 
which might rjefult to her, obvious to his 

E 6 view. 
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-view , ' ■ People of the. cbara6ter I fup- 
pofc him* to pofTefsj arc more likely to 
conciliate eftecm and rcfpeft, in the fphcrc 
^f their particular acquaintance, than to 
pufli their way through a hard unfeeling 
world, ----- — -•*--- — .. 

'Will you alfo tell C. I Ihall write to her 
i^ery foonj and inform her of many par* 
ticulars which, I know, (he would wi(h to be 
acquainted with. — I wrote her a long mc^ 
lanchoiy letter, with the narrative of dear 
Pctrina's lofs, and all my diftrcffes, which 
wore me out fo', that I left off abruptly*'*- 
I cold her, however, how much I was iacif- 
fied with all Ihe did.— Tell her Dr. S. has 
been talking very laud all the time 1 write 5 
fo you nTay be thankful you have efcapcd 
,his incoherences.— I have a profafion of 
complimentary meflages to fend you, but 
intreat you will imagine them. Adieu, 
dear Madam 1 J am, in all humours, aad 
at all times, much yours. 
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LETTER LIX* 



TO MUS. M. 



LAGCiK, DE^;. 20, 17^; 
DEAR MADAM, 

Angus M.— comes fo fudden, and 
Hays fo (hort a time^ that I have barely 
time to acknowledge your two laft favours* 
p— Your attention in the writing way, in 
this time of need, is very confideratc j 
it gives a neccflary fillup to the drooping 
fpirits, to know that one is of confequcncc 
enough to be pitied and remembered by 
ones abfent friends :«-<-and there is no one 
living more confcious of the efficacy of 

fuch a cordial^' I (hall not attempt to 

anfwer your letters in detail, being fcarce 

able to anfwer them at all. »A11 this day 

I am much indifpofed, but am fo ufed to 
thcfc preparatory alarms, that I am not 

alarmed 
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alarmed at them, -------i^--::- 

There is nothing more natural than for a 
parent to be vain of the real or imputed 
excellencies of children.— Yet, with me, 
much rcflcftion, and fomc obfcrvation^ 
have fo far conquered that propenfitvj that 
I am not fure wheihcr I (hould not be 
forry to difcovcr thofc tendencies to genius 
that fome imagine to iJxift. — Diflinguifhed 
abilities are atttended, efpecially in the 
ftndijiingui/hed fexy with much riik, and 
much envy. Second rate talents, again> 
afford a pretence for imaginary fupcriority, 
which Hatters and intoxicates the ' miod 
more than what is real.— In faft; I think 
pretenders are far more liable to Iclf- 
opinion and affedation, than minds of a 
truly fupcrior order. — — . has reflexion, 
tafte, and an excellent memory, but has 
neither energy of mind, nor fprightlinefs of 
fancy, for any great effort of intclledl.-T- 
Whatever capacity (he may poflcfs, I have 

the comfort of knowing (he will never ufc 

• 
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it invidloufly of oftentatioufly. Now that 
J am forced on thbking back on what I 
have done^ and fdrward to the probable 
confequences> amidfl: the regrets I feci 
at not having it in my powcfr, through 
conftant hurry, occafional deprefiion, and, 
perhaps, negligence, to bring my children 
as forward as fome others, in diligence^ 
exa€lnefs, &c.— amidft thefc regrets, I fay, 
I feel a ray of comfort in retracing the 
unwearied pains I have taken in the cultiva- 
tion of their hearts, and impreffingupon 
them fuch juft notions of the dirpenfatiohs 
of Providence, and of their own peculiar 
fiate, as prevents their looking d<?wn on 
any one with contempt; while thc^ fame 
regulated views m^ke them regard their 
fuperiors with a refpcft, free from envy or 
fcrvility*— In (hort, I have laboured, 1 
flatter myfelf, not in vain> without having 
often recourfe to formal precepts, to make 
my children love virtue, and defpife and 
deteft every infliance. of meanncfs and xna^ 

li^nity^ 
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Iignity«*-*I have fo far felt the advantage 
of this culture, that^ wliatever childifh 
faults they^ may coininit> covetoufnefs^ 
€nvy,^ or ftrifc have tiot, as yet, been 
koowii attiongft chem ; and they live united 
J^y a bond of the moft difinterefted afinso 
tion.^— Forgive this, and confidcr it merely 
as a foliloquy, with vrhich I am comfort- 
ing myfelf, when I feel much need of all 
earthly comforts, to go no higher, — It 
would be both ungrateful and unjuft to 
quit this fubjcdt of my children and my 
comforts, without owning, that I have 
great reafon to account our joint charge 
C — e «ne of the chief of them i and, 
ihouid this.be the laft letter I ever write, I 
will not clofe it without making it a fainc 
memorial of her faithful friendihip, ardent 
gratitude, inflexible integrity, unexampled 
tendeniefs, and diligence of attention to all 
my caits and infirmities s^— of a charac- 
ter, in Ihort, which every day rifes, evert 
epon me, who know her fo intimateJyi 

and 
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and break^i with double lu(lre> througfi 
the gleom of advcrfity,— I meant to fay 
very little, yet I have faid too much.—I 
depend on your indulgence, and fhall be^ 
while I live, with the pureft truth of affec^ 
tiooi yours moil fincerely. 



r aggg> 



1LETTER LX, 



TO MRS. M* 



DECEMBtlt 26, 1794. 
DBAR MADAM, 

HVEN though you tan, as you exprcfs i^ 
*^^ never tire of my epiftolary eloquence/^ 
I am very tired of it myfclf at prcfcnt, 
having been v^ry wife and very copious 
this morning to fomc of my friends, my 
young ones, ycfli will fuppofe.— I there- 
fore fet out with the pious refolution of 

'making 
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fiiaking thrs a mere memorial of kindnc(S> 
and it will be delivered to you by our 
trujiy knave^ William^ who is fenc for the 
phaeton^ and is very careful^ and a good 
driven This phaeton is to meet. with a 
reception proportioned to its merits^ for 
there is a new lhed> with a gate> &c» of 
great capacity built for it, and it has ntiorc* 
over a cover appointed to keep it warm.— 
It is fecond-hand^ no doubt> even as fuch 
\7onderfuIly cheap. -^Mr« G. being an evil* 
minded perfon^ is a little fufpicious of the 
purchafer's finpcrityj b^t^ after fo much 
un^eviating veracity^ perhaps Clan thinks 
he can venture to. relax a little. — I hope 
this will find Mrs. D~-p with you, and that 
ihe will not leave you till the celebration of 
of the thirty-fccond anniverfary,— jealous 
and. emulous of Mifs P.*s bun, which 
comes a5 an annual teftimony of joyful gra- 
tulation.— I havefcnt you the firft of the 
May fat gcefe, which I propofe, in future, 
tQ 'Contribute to that fcaft of coounemora^ 

tion» 



J 



tion^ which^ annual tribute I hope to cc$fi« 
tinue till we are as grey as the gander we 
have DOW flain, who is difpatched that you 
may not be hagntcd by his ghoft, as you 
were by th^t -of the turkey^hcn, which 
A — l-^c would not eat.— -A. exults in his 
accumulated felicities during this 94, ia 
vrhich he has had a fon born, married a 
daughter to a fine young baronet, and 
fuccccdcd to a large cftaie. — I hav^ a kind 
letter from my dear Mrs. F. who is always 
confiftent and unaltered^ but, at prefenr^ 
in bad health, and returned to London* 
Adieu, my dear Madam !— While I aiu 
viJiUe, I Ihall be fincerely 

Yours^ 
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LETTER LXI, 



<T0 MR, M« 



X HAVE written often to yoa both » 
pleafb youy and ibmetimcs to pieale tny^ 
fclf, bw I write now from a fenfc of duty 
and gratitude, becaufe I thmiL I ought td 
give the firft accotints of my beginning 
recoveryi to thofc who Ihewed moft iblL* 
citudc for^ my danger— Thank ^ God ! I. 
have now no complaint but weakncfs ; my 
eyes too are weak, and have a kind of 
glaze on them when I look long on paper. 
-*— Little M — e, whofe prefence in this 
wicked world would have been difpenfcd 
with, if (he had been fummoned in the 
time of my alarming illnefsy is^ like to live 

and 
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and thrive— She is a lively, ftout child, 
and proihifeSy if (he goes on, to be as quick 
and obfcrvant as any M— -e whatever.-— 
C/s wonderful exertions on this o,cca(ion^ 
ihall have' ample juftice done them at 
fome future time.-*— The only way I 
can think of rewarding her at prefent is, 
by hurrying her as quick as'poffible into 
Mrs. M/iL kindly proteftion»— -I havf a 
great defire, fo has. his Reverence, that 
M—- fhould i;eturn in the fame convey- 
4EK:e«-f Mr. Q. writes by poft, to which I 
refer: Ke will tell you of M— c's in- 
credible heroifm of friendfhip. Were it 
not for her, there would not be a M~e^ 
but the. nivQC docs not pleafe hej» 
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LETTER LXIL 



TO MRS. M* 



xTeir madam. 

Yesterday^ and not uu then, i 

received your letter with the account of 
poor G/s departure J which, as far as the 
change affeded himfelf, was, I am fure, 
matter of gratulation. — Well might he fey 
with the patriarch, that " few and evH had 
been the days of his pilgrimage/*— Doubt- 
lefs, fronv the felicity of that new Urate of 
being, which, through the Divine mercy, 
he has now attained, he looks back on his 
pafl: bufferings, as- we do on a dream of 
mifcry that difturbcd our fickly {lumbers, 
when we awake to peace and comfort. 

I do not wonder you (hould feel the 
pang of fcparation very fevcrcly, in fpite 

of 
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of all that reafon offers to reconcile you to 
the ftroke.— However eagerly we may* 
grafp at delufivc pleafures^ we have but to 
examine our own undepraved feelings, to 
be convinced that even the mod painful 
exertions, arifing frotn a virtuous fcntimenr, 
afford a fccret unfpeakable enjoyment,;— i— 
Evcn^ the fadly-plcafing recollcftion of 
friends long fincc mingled with the duft, 
is endeared to us foy the worth that fvveetens 
their remembrance j though the thought 
of them opens afrelh the rounds that time 
lias clofed, yet we love to indulge it» 

• m * « ' -« »..#:. 

When fuch are removed from us, we 
follow them wiih regret^ though certain 
of their happinefs.— No doubt we feel a 
iad vacoity in our hearts ; yet I believe-' 
we mifs full as much the innate confciouf- 
aefs of cxcrcifing a benevolence fo exalted, 
fo utterly difintcrcfted.*— — Your merit of 
this kind has been ■ great and exemplary j 
yet not uoprcccdcnted, or fingular.«— ► 

JCynic 



1 
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"Cynic philofophers delight to reprcfent alb 
our views as terminating in Self. Yet, 
without having recourfc to the anqab <^ 
heroifm^ the domeftic hiftory of faixu*^ 
Ijes affords fo nlany inftances of the virtue 
which I have been fo long defcribing> and 
you fp long pradtifingy as may ferve t6 
overturn their frozen fyftem*— 1 under- 
i^and too well the felf-reproach you feel at 
what you think omiffions in duty««^My 
maternal tendernefi was never put to fo 
long» and fo fevere a trial ; yet \ confciouf- 
nefs of a failure in duty to a beloved and 
lamented child, will wring my heart, and 
opprefs my mind, as long as I can feel, 
or remember. — ConHdering Mifs ■ ■'Is 
firmnefs of mind, and ftrength of intclledV, 
there is litde reafon to fear that the pious 
and thoughtful turn (he has taken ihould 
link her fpirits, or be any ¥^y prejudtcial 
to hen«-^It is well that fhe remembers her 
Creator in the days of her youth j and it 
iwould be lamentable to fee fuch a miiid 
* • " aa 
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as he»^ *' wafting its ftrength in ftrenuoua 
idlenefs ;" it is therefore every way defirable 
that her fuperior faculties fliould be devoted 
to fuperior purpofes.—- 1 give you credit if 
you can follow the thread of my reafoning \ 
'tis more than I can well do myfelf. — Mi(s 
D. b dying of a quinzy \ fchool is aban* 
donedi my long iUnefs has wafted our 
firing ; I can't afford a Bre in the nurfef yt 
and here the childreis furround me con* 
tinually.-— They treat me as ill as mufic 
did Johnfon^ interrupt my ideas and give 
me none in their place, when in full af- 
fembly in this bitter weather.— It is for 
my own fake I regret my interruptions \ 
writing at eafe and letfure would help to 
reftore me to myfelf again, after this long 
languid confinement. Our Sangrado is 
more noify than the children, but he has 
been fo very good in my laft illnefs, that I 
muft: needs bear with him.— 'Do not ex* 
prcfs any further curiofity about my Jecret 
"work. — You ftiall fee a famplc of it very 
VOL. \u F foon. 
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loon.— -It is ruralj but by no means pafto- 
n\, but rather anti-paftorah*— -It will be 
rery impolitic and unpopular^ and^ though 
free ffom perfonal fatire, too true to be 
endured.— -Perhaps it may die in embryo ; 
^ven, in that cafe, you fliall fee the iketcb. 
I propofe it for a relaxation from care, 
when I am deprived of Cs fociety, a pri- 
▼ation which I (hall (eel inexpre(ribly.*— 
Love, true love, fr6m us all to your cfcar 
fire*(ide.— Adieu J 



LETTER LXIIL 



TO MRS. M. 



LAGGAN, AUGUST 3, T795. 
DEAR UADAMy 

X HAD the pleafure of receiving your 
letter, and am much confoled by finding 
you underfland fo well the motives of tny 

grief 



grief, for poor M* which I leel ft ill a 
weighty pceflure on my fpirits#-^^i— I feared 
you woul^ confider the excefs of my 
forrow on thi$occa(ion> arabfurd, or chi- 
merical. Mr« M. reproaches me for not 
letting him know of poor M — c's difficul- 
ties ; her noble fpiric would have been 
hurt if I had.-r-She was ufed to difficultiea) 
and took pleafurc^ not to iay pride^ in con« 
quering them.— I believe one reafon why 
I did not expatiate on her fingular merit 
to you, was a fear that you (hould think I 
wanted to awake your fympathy on her 
behalf.%^Befides, her inflexible lincerity^ 
wfiich was, to fome, very unwelcome, her 
ft rong attachments, and the reverence Ihe 
paid to merit, wherever Ihc found it, (he 
poflcfled a fturdy independent fpirit, which 
was her chief diftinftion,— This made 
her fubmit to work, and to live harder 
than any one, that (he might have it 
in her power to entertain her friends 
occafionaHy, and bofftow charity, without 

F 2 giving 
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giving trouble to any one s and her exer* 
dons in this way were incredible. 



Thus much of the 

«< Siiort and fimple SDOftls of the poor/' 

yOD will hear with patience ^ yet U it not 
.prefunaption to call M— e poor^ who was 
fo refpedable and gave fo much away ?-» 
Her perfonal wants were few, and fmall 
indeed i but her exertions, and the re- 
fources iht found, or made, to preicrve 
independence, and exert beneficenccj were 
aft6niihing«-*Our children were the pk»« 
fore of her life, and pride of her heart««— 
They were her theme wherever Ihe went. 
•—None of the perfons you ever ferved or 
obliged, could be fo fenfible of your kind- 
nefs, as Ihe was of your goodnefs to her 
fon.^p— Indeed, the generous are always 
grateful ; (he was as proud of Clan's praife 
£ls the vaineft of mortals could be of her 

own* 
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own.— She is buried with our cbildreit; 
under the fluide of our evergreens i and^ 
if ever we can afford it^ we fh^H place ^ 
itone over her^ with this infcription : < 

«^ Sacred lo the memory of H. M. 
Whofe integrity was imfallied# 
Whofe beneficence was unboandedf 
And 

Whofe fortitude was unequalled I" 

You muft have feen the grief of her pooir 
neighbours ^to form anjr idea of ir,— -I pei^ 
tt€t]j agree with you» not only from th^ 
determination of myjudgment^ but from 
the fad experience of thy hearty that the 
efteem and aflfedion of a truly worthy 
peHbn is an invaluable acquifition^ and th^ 
lofs a privation unfp€akable.-**It is with th< 
utmoft difficuUy^that 1 can turn my thoughts 
from the painful rctrofpcd of the hardfhips 
(he fufFered here, to the view" of her pre* 
fent felicity, which is my only comforu 

m m «- ♦ # « # ' 

F 3 I think 
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I think the younger maiden writes better^ 
with cafe, fptrit, and nature^ and a kind oT 
carelefs felicity of expreffion,— She is very. 
a6tive> and ambitious to exceL She has 
humouri fancy^ and feelings but takes 
fuch fudden imprtflions, and is fo ready to 
adopt the opinions of any one fhe thinks 
highly of, that, to her, improper fociety 
woul^ be pecuh'arly hurtful. I teaze you 
*^ith thefe details. 

• Have you read Lord Gardenftooe^^ 
Sketehes^ or detached bbferrationsj I bc« 
lieve they are ? It is very much the kind 
of reading that you like.— •! ftever met 
with any one that thought exa£tly as I d^ 
of Shakefpear; of David Hume, and o^f 
Queen Mary, but he.— In politics we fhould 
never agree* I am, &c. &c. '^^ 
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LETTER LXIV. 



TO l^RS. M. 



What wouW have pleafed me, would 
have been fomc thing on which I coulc^ 
have exerted my ingenuity, to the wonder 
of all beholders ; but fince I am reduced 
to the deplorable neceflity of making twp 
6iU frocHs for Mi^s M ■ c ^. without a 
fingle joining, I mufl: refigo with all poflible 
4ecency.-— If 1 had, not made a covei^aac 
vith my imagination not to indulge literar]|r 
vanity of any kind,^ Mrs. P* *s applaufe 
migiic intoiricate me into a belief^ that^ by. 
glmng loofe reins to an excurfive fancy, I 
sniglif afford (bme amufement to my friends. 
-—So flattering a tcftimony might awake 
the fparks of early enthuQafm, and lead me 
to indulge once more the waking dreams. 

F 4 that 
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that have foothed fo many pcnfivc hours of 
folitude. — I, w hofc powers of invention muft 
naturally be on the wane,— who am equally 
ihut out from elegant fociety and improving 
books^, — who have not even leifurc ibr 
thouglu, far k{s to indulge thofe views of 
nature^ and thofe peaceful meditations which 
enlarge and exalt the mind, and habituate 
one to a clear arrangement of ones ideas 
•—^can I, under all thefe dtfadvantages^ 
be qualified for producing any thing on a 
confident or determined plan. — Thofe 
playful excurfions of fancy which are the 
mere fport of genius, comprifc the utmoft 
of my powers,— To fticw you that I con- 
lider nothing is difficult that can amule 
and gratify you, I fhall endeavour to giv<i 
my ideas upon this fame depopulating Tub"^ 
jcft, '^v 

^ A tombination« aod a form indeed ;** 

but when you confider, this eflfay will be 
not only poetical, but politicalj problemati- 
cal. 
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col, paradoxical, phyficlogical, philofophU 
cal, and, in (hort, all p*s but prudential,— 
you muft allow that it requires— —HDature 
deliberation.— -My paper fliortcns, and I 

xnuft pacify the awakened wrath of C 

by -a few lines,— therefore 4an only tell you, 
that, on Mr. M.*s return here from the 
north, I Iball fend by him whatever I can 
add on this theme. — I have a letter froiri 
Mrs. P.,' the third fincc (he heard fronsf 
me. — I am incapable of negledling her, but 
have not been fortunate in convcyances.-r- 
She heard of, and laments your family^ 
misfortune.' — Mr. G. is more pkafed with 
John's enfigncy than you could imagine, 
conGdering how much he is anti-military y 
but he merely confiders this as a temporary 
accommodation. 

** Yet in the dew and liquid mom of jouth, 
Contagioua haNfs are moft incident*'* 

More of this again. — Kindly, gratcfijlly,, 
adieu I for the prcfent* 

re P. S,-l 
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F.S. — I have been agreeably furprifed by 
the perufalof ibme compofidons of Mifs 
J. C.> which, for originalicy of thought, 
power of tcnaginacioDi and fplendor of dic- 
tion, exceed any thing I have ever feen in 
nianurcript.--*The fault I would find with 
them is a profufion of ornament.*— It is not 
tinfel, but there is too much of it«— -She 
appears to have inherited a portion of Ben 
CoiUns's mantle.*««She fliould attend to his 
ode to (implicity, 

" The flowers that fweetcfl breathe, 
Tho' genius call the wreathe* 
Still afk bit hand to range their order'd haes.^' 

But fhe is very young, and every way a- 
wonder, I an^cold* 
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LETTER LXV. 

TO MRS. M. 

JAN. 12, 1796; 
^ DEAR MADAM, 

X HOPE you have, long crc now, had 
all your fears for my health and fafety re* 
moved, by the arrival of the letter I wrote 
you immediately on my arrival. — I had 
Mr. M/s by Colonel C— -gi accompa- 
nied by one from you, for which (though I 
cannot fay " I am not of ma^y words'*) I 
fimply thank you, — Your other letter which 
I rejoiced over to day, has made the tour 
6f the north, for it was carried on to In- 
vergordon and returned.*--! am far from 
codfidering the event that feems to impend' 
over you as a juftiBable caufe of forrow, 
yet I lament what I know you will feel on 

» 6 that 



that occafion whenever it does happen.-— 
Kind Providence has annexed fuch a reward^ 
in the meltings of fympathy and affeftion^ 
* to the performance of every tender rela- 
tive duty, that the objects of fuch become 
more endeared to us, in proportion as wc 
have mourned or fuffered for^them : 

** The broadeft mirth unfeeling folly wearF, 
Hat far lefs joy than virtae'^i very tears." 

Yet I fhall be ready to congratulate you 
when the objeft of your unavailing afFcc* 
tion is removed, not only from the frail 
and feverifli being of which we all partake^ 
but from the peculiar prtffurcs of a frame 
unequal to its functions, at beft^ the painful 
prifon of an immortal fpirit. 

4fr « « 4fr # « «»^ 

I have kind letters from you all by 1>. 
G/s fervant. Of thefe, as I am to write 
next week, I can only fay, that they are a 
comfort and folace to me, like light brealc- 
sng through darknefs. Amidft all this out^ 

ward 
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ward gloom, and the opprefllon of fpirics 
Jm JohtC% fever has occafionedi this has left 
nothing but weaknefs and frecfulnefs be« 
hind.*--The laft b really diverting; it is 
ftreaked with whim, and a kind of farcaftic 
humour, which forms an amufing contraft 
xtJorCs wonted overflow of good humour. 
To borrow from his reverence^ I was doubly 
prevented from writing i firft, by the dread* 
fd ftorm, which drove the fnow down the 
nurfery chimney,— a very fcrious occur- 
rence, which overthrew our houfchold re- 
gulations, by forcing us to have the chil- 
dren conftantly in the prefence^ chamber. % 
then, by writing an epiftle to Anne the well- 
beloved, who affcrts a prior, nay paramount 
claim, 2itidi^ finally i by tranfcribing the jour- 
nal for your lady (hip's amufemcnt, in which 

dear D n and its inhabitants make a 

prominent figure, — It has fwcUcd into un- 
expedled bulk, being at Hrft moftly written 
with a pencil on detached papers, which 
makes the arrangenjicnt and connexion nu)ce 

difficult* 
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£ffiailt» It was rapidly iketched> and wri« 
ting it was a mere amufeihent. Not €a 
the tranfcribing,-— The materials of which 
Mrs. S~-r-h's motley coUeAion is com- 
pofed, I have for the greater partj moft 
unaffeAedly forgotten ; they owe more to 
their nurfe than their mother, for the blcf- 
fing of prolonged cxiftence i but I believe 
'cis one of her few maxims to throw no- 
thing away.— As far as my dim recollec- 
tion goes, they are 

'' Unfioi(hed things^ one knows not what to call,. 
Their generation's (o eqaivocal.'' 

Whatever I wrote of this nature, has been 
the produdion of feme inftantaneous flafh 
of ifancy, or burft of fympathy, the cffcfts 
of which was meant merely for the prefent 
circle, and prefent hour.-— I never dreame4 
of perptuity^ and was truly 

" Content to fee them bloom and die. 
In friendfliip's fmalJ^ bat genial fphei'e/' 

And if I thus heedlefsly fcattcrcd the in-r 

fane 
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fjint bloifomSi why would you perfuade me^ 
to wreathe autumnal foliage into fading 
garlandsj to the negleft of fenous occupa- 
tions ?— *One of thofe employments, fincc 
the ftorch fubfided, has been to receive vU 
fits of gratulation on my return. — My 
friends drop in, in fuch irregular fuccef* 
fion, that their kindnefs breaks inf upon my 
time continually. — To ufe poor M— — e*s 
emphatic phrafe, I cannot be " in my duty'^ 
to you.— Moo me herfelf poffcffcs the fu- 
perior felicity of being always in her duty^ 
or as Johnfon better exprcffed it of his 
Lovett, 

'' Her duties walk their conHant rounds 
Nor make a paafe, nor find a void." 

Now your imagination mud not for a mo- 
mcnt reduce my high fouled heroic Moome 
to a level with Johnfon's creeping, callous^ 
mechanical Lovctt. — It is only in the per- 
petual motion of ufefulnefs that I compare 
them. — -— What Grange politics I have 
. . heard 



heard fincc I few you !-— I have vowed ta 
hear them filently^ and yet fometimes 



" Fear« pity, juIUcey indignation ftart,' 
Tear off refer ve, and bare my fweOing heart. 



» 



I am fo plaintivey digrefllve^ fportive^ and 
above all^ goutative> by turns to day, that 
I begin to wonder at the extent of my own 
wonderings ; but my next (hall be a good 
plain matter of fad epiftle, fuch as Angus 
Doo might underfland, and the more viva* 
cious intelled of Moll Wbangle comment 
upon,— I congratulate our heroic friend on 
the rare inftances of fortitude and felf-denial 
you mention. — This laft felf-fubduing fa- 
culty I have always accounted the very foul 
of energetic virtue^ 

*' None bat the brave defer ve the fair.'^ 

Such a man is fit to go and retake Toulonr. 
Then only think of performing a vigil in 
the kitchen^ like Don Quixpte's in the inn 
yard> the night before he was knighted.-— 

The 
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The new traveller will probably fee many 
prodigies^ and acquire a number of new 

iJees.' r refer the turkey's ghoft to my 

next letter, which I fend by the man Mon- 
day.— AH my family (the adults) join ia 
Jove to worthy Clan.— 

I am yours always* 



■■aaMf 
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LETTER LXVI. 

f 
f 

TO MRS. M. 

* 

MT tiBAR MADAM^ 

X HAVE now to thank you for your laft 
kind letter,' yet I can fcarce find patience 
to begin to write till the poft arrives, I am 
fo anxious to know whether the Weft In- 
dia fleet be fairly out of port, and whether 
the Mediterranean fleet be fafely in port. 

—We 
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•>— We ha¥€ bad fuch an unheardp9f hor* 
ricanc, which has fpread havoc all over this^ 
neighbourhood.— It half killed B e who 
was rioc well before. — It drove in the fa{h 
p( his bed-chambcr» and ruflied through 
the room with inconceivable violence^ after 
midnight f—Hx ftrong men in vain endea^ 
voured to clofe the window. — He ha» bccit 
ill ever fince.-— The detail of roo& blown 
oS, and ftacks fcatcered onr the wind, would 
be endlefs. — The fpirjt of the mountains^ 
who rode in the blafti feems to have *bcem 
a difterning; as well' as avengmg one, for 
the fufierers were generally attacked on 
that fide ^here they were inioft ftifceptible. 
-»^B*-*— eji i& whom ftacks and ri>ofs were 
nothing, was puniflied m his. dear perfon^ 
to which he attends with the fondcft*^ foli« 
citude.— Poor I^ who am not vtry accef-r 
fible, cither on the fide of worldly tntercft,. 
or perfonal eafe and comfort, was like wife 
attacked on my weak fide of fanciful pre* 
dilodtions>«-^Fori behold^, the favorite fpruce 



H 
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6r» on the fouth fide of the garden gate^ 
which mf own hands planted the year M» 
was born^ was blown down* The greea 
velvet mofs, which the wet autumn had 
brought to clofe and form a fmooch furface 
on the thatch^ and which pleafed me more 
than a Wilton carpet^ was all fcattered 
through the court.-^The . main roof wa9 
fefe enough ; but to complete my calamityj: 
die honeyfuckle is all tcMrn off the porch.-*^ 
To finifli all, I am obliged to play the 
liypocriie moft wick«dly> and to place att 
my concera to the account of ^e neighs 
bour's ftacks aAd boufes, and moreover,: 
receive gratotadonis for havingioft nothings 



Ibaveagre^, great deal cofiiy in an^-- 
fwer €0 yours, but muft defer it^ for the 
pod is like to beat me. — The childreir are 
well ; your kinfwoman more wiccy than^ 
handfome, and juft about to be inoculated^ 
I found out Charlotte's riddle in a moment,, 
and (prung out of my feat in tranfporr* — 

You 
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V 

You know how highly I thought of the 
hdjr. — Love to every inmate of D— — n, 
from the cottagers embodied. — Got ye the 
chetfe and goofe ? 

I am fincerely, &c. 

P. S.-— The mufe began to expand her 
ivings for the annual flight on the me- 
morable 24tb December, but was forced to 
check a flight which might have proved 
very lofty, to go a begging.— Yes, the very 
wild, native, energetic^ and moft in^yeodii 
cut mufe is turned mendicant, but recabs fi> 
much digpity as to go a begging incognito^ 
and has not yet (looped to beg for herfelf» 
She is foliciting in ch<t caufe botl^of juftice 
and charity ^ and if Ihe fucceedsi you (hall 
hear both the matter and manner Ckf her 
foUcitation ;--*if not I fliall np| only turn» 
but bar her out of doors, and never let her 
enter more. 



1 / 
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LETTER LXVri. 

TO MRS. M. 

LAGGANj F£B.20j 1795. 

. VV HY doft thou build the cower, fon 
of the winged days ?— Soon wilt thou de- 
part with thy fathcrs.-i— The blaft from the 
dcfart (ball rbfh through thy hall, and found 
upon thy bofly fhicld, &p. &c." — — Do 
you recoUedl, dear Madam, when I (lopped 
with you at the gate of B— — .e, I repeated 
thbfc lines, and obfcrved what a fuitable 
infcription they might prove for the front 
of poor J— 's new houfe. — It would ap- 
pear I was moved by a prophetic impulfci 
when I predidcd that he never would fee 
it finilhcd. — Friday laft, C. V. R. dined 
there* He had been indifpofed (ince the 
great ftorm, yet received his guefts with 

much 



flinch kindncfs, fecming, however, languid 
and difpiritcd.— Towards evening he funk 
ciuch and retired early.— Next morning he 
appeared, but did not eat, and looked ilL— 
R- begged he would frank a cover for 

C ; he did fo, and never more held a 

pen. When they left the houfe, he was 
taken extremely ill, unable to move or re* 
ccive nourifhment, though perfectly fcnfiblc. 
— -Bcrore this attack, finding fome inward 
fymptoms of his approaching diflblution, 
he fcnt for a confulcation, the refult of which 
arrived the day after his confinement.— -He 
was perfectly fcnfiblc and collcdlcd, yet re- 
fufcd to take any thing prcfcribed to him 
to the laft, and that on this principle, that 
his time was come and it did not avail.— 
He felt the approaches of death, and hoped 
Ao relief from medicine, though his life 
was not fuch as one would like to look 
back 6n at that aweful period. — Indeed 
whofe is ?— It pleafed the Almighty to ren- 
der his laft fcene moft affeding and exem* 

7 plary. 
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plarjr. He died laft Tuefday evening; sind 
from the minute be was confined till a very^ 
little before he expired, never ceafed im« 
ploring the divine mercy in the mod earncfl: 
and pathetic manner. — People about hitn 
were overawed and melted by the fervour 
and bittcrncfs of his penitence.— He fre- 
quently and earneftly entreated the prayers 
of good lerious people of the lower clafs 
who were admitted. — He was a very good- 
natured man j and now that he had got all 
his fchemes of intereft and ambition ful-* 
filled, he fccmed to re fled and grow do- 
me(lic> and ihewed of late a great inclina- 
tion to be an indulgent landlord, and very 
liberal to the poor; of which I could re- 
late various inftances, more tender and in- 
terefting than flafhy or oftencatious. — ^Hia 
Jteart and temper were originally good.'— • 
His religious principles were I fear unfixed 
and fluftuating s but the primary caufe that 
fo much geniusi tafte, benevolence, and 
profperity, did not produce or difFufe mote 

happinefs, 
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happinefs, was his living a ftranger to the 
comforts of domeftic life, from which un- 
happy conne£tions excluded him«-— Tavern 
co(npany> and batchelor circles^ make men 
grofsj callous, and awkward ; in (hort, dif* 
qualify them, for fupcrior female focicty.— • 
The more heart old bachelors of this clafs 
havCf the more abfurd and inGgnificaDt they 
grow in the long run ; for when infirmity, 
comes on, and fame and bufinefs Ic^e their 
attractions, they mull needs have fome- 
body to love and tru(t, .and become the 
dupes of wretched toad-eaters, and flavcs 
to dcfigning houfckecpcrs.— 'Such was poor 
B e, who certainly was worthy of a 
better fate.-?— His death, ^f\d the circum- 
ftances^ of it, have impreffcd my mind In a 
manner I could not have believed,— I think 
we are fomehow flirunk, ^nd our conle* 
quence diminifhed, by lofmg the only per- 
fon of eminence among us.— 'Tis like ex- 
tinguilhing a light. — I have been difFufe, 
perhaps tedious, in what concerns the exit 
• ' of 
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of this Vxtraordinary man i becauie I 
thought you might, like me, be anxious 
to know how people quit the world who 
have made any noifc or figure in it. — His 
<]eath found me fad, and has made it\c 
iadder. — The Hidden death of two poor 
men, our tenant?, who have left young 
helplcfs families, which happened laff week, 
threw a great damp over us. — But I will no 
longer croak my funeral note, though death 
is ever prefent to, my thoughts, not in his 
niildefl form.— I wiU " Give it its whok- 
fame empires let it reign." 

AdieUj dear Madam t 
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LETTER LXVIIL 

TO MRS. M. 

Begun jUMK 19, 1796, atBX.Aiiu 

DEA1C MADAM* 

A HAVE pad three charming days hcrc» 
/during which I have been fooched by the 
novelty of cafe and leifure ; fo immeried in 
the luxury of enibowering groves^ flowery 
v^alksy fokmn ihades of dark larches, with 
dropping branches, that ieem to weep over 
the wanderers that mufe or mourn, beneath 
them«^or ibft glades along the murmuring 
Tilt, where every vegetable beauty blooms 
in full luxuriance, fafe from the nipping 
froft or chilling blafl,— fo loil, I fay, in a 
dream of penfive inufing, which I have 
enjoyed at full leifure, free from the re- 
drain ts of form, and the difturbance of in- 

5 truGon, 



frufiolri, that like other people given whoUj^ 
tip to p]ea(t)jei J feemed t(» forget mf 
fjrierids^ toy duty, and: my ftlf. Nay, h be-^ 
gan to conTider whether it wa« nioft digibie^ 
to tarn- hermitefs', or hamadryad*— ••Whetif 
the hit form" of the virgin huntf efe of the 
woods, which adorns* one of thefe fwcrtr 
walks, drcv^ my atteittioni I thought of 
Ihekering in her haunts as a^'hamadryad f 
^t when the opening- of a long vifta'dif-- 
tftofed tM Gothic form of the old charclt 
of St« Bridget, my indentions took a mop0 
drthodox turn, and I begun to adjuft the 
"dimenftons of my cell, and think of eok^ 
vigils aQd midnight prayers«-*«rrMy head> rf 
tiow tooled i my viGons are vani{hed> and' 
I am confides ing how I ihall get home to 
Make frocks and mend petticoats. -*- M* 
^ould tell *you why Mr. G. brought and 
left me here, till his return from Srirling, 
=1^ . - - . - - This ' wet morning prevents 
tny taking leave of fonie worthies, animate 
"ftnd inanimat^^ with whom I had formed a 

2 pleafing 
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pteafing acquamtiince.— *HercuIeS| who ec« 
oupie$ a .dilUqguifli^d ftatiqn in the great 
ihady walk^ ^11 never forgive my taking 
a French Ic^ave of htm.— -Diaha, J dare fay, 
will fprinkle me with Tilt wacer^ and change 
ine into ^ Doct when I conne nextj for jdj 
wane of refpe£i:.-«-I wi(h Mercury, being 
a thief by pfofcffionj may not fteal C.'s 
cargo of to«n;ihawls, and dye guff's, froai 
behind the<:arriagc.«^If I could fpend fome 
days in this fweet place with you, one of 
q)y firft liuU wifties would be gratified; 
for I am now grown too wife to form many 
wiihes«--^I am juft going s his reverencifc 
Worries me> yet fends you all maqg^ good 
wilhes., 

^ Farewell J 
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lETTER LXtX. 



. TO MRS, lA, 



D£ AH madam; 

i OUR vcTf kind letter by Mr..M y, 

gave me great cafe of mind,— Hts^rcve* 
itnce, who delists in teafii)g me^ and loves 
to hear the quick things I fay when angry, 
would have it, you forgot me, was tired, 
&c« &c«-^I am too proud, and too jealous 
to tire jiny one. — 'Tis the eafieft thing in 
the world to ftop my career, either in 
profe or verfe^ particularly the latter^ which 
I always begin with fear and trembling.-^ 
The dread of ^making myfclf ridiculou% 
and being laughed at as a pretender o 
genius, haunts and terrifies mr, whenever 
•* the light of my foul begins to rife.'*^ 
Yet if the occafional (hort excqrliohs pf 

03 .my 
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my fancy can give you a momcnt^s plcafurf ^ 
Lfhould certainly feel^ that a powerful mo- 
tive to itidulge myklf; — for I frankly own,, 
that the exercife of this rhyming faculty 
docs now and then cheer the gloom of care> 
and blunt the flings of anxiety.— I feel the 
Jko^ folacciirhich I fuppofe thofe who pof- 
fefs untutored powers of mufical excellence 
^e^ In warbling ihcir ^* wood notes wild,** 
-sicrtly to- grata^' thejln&lv^es and divcirt 
their folit;cde.«*— After the cdnfinemrnt of 
eth^ iBiatser^ ^zvid die fickiy 'languor in ^wliicfa 
1 Jiad fttnedaway the fprrng* 1 enjoyed the 
return o( jieakh» eafe^ and leifurf-coQjfnxichi 
mlnic at.^Iair* io crafiip -myfelf widi any 
rict^mployincnt*'*— Yet adcdicrous accident 
^had Tqry near &t.me to worjc. — One after- 
^«oon I dftrolled down the approach towards 
^tbe Duke's hbufe alone, being unwilling to 
' ;ta^. the Kiomplaiiance of any^of the family 
*ivath atten(^ing me, aiul .always laviog a fo« 
4kSry iambic.— l was- thus deprived of the 
:iifiedse)»pedLrnt of getting their |irivate key 

to 
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CO let myfelf into thefe elyfian ivalks, in 
which I delighted to wander. — The family 
that inhabit the maniion were not at home* 
—However, hearing the Tik murmur foftly, 
and (be birds ling Twe^tly within, I felt the! 
true Highland impatience of bounds and 
inclofurcs, and obferving that part of the 
wall was formed by the bridge of Tilf, 
^which was then very low, I fcrambled with 
Mgilityj that would do honour to one of 
iR.*^ goats,, down the parapet wall, and 
•over the broken craggs below the arch, till 
I got in dry and fafe.— My joy at oqtwifr 
ting the keepers, and feeling myfelf inde<- 
pendent of locks and bars, broke out in a 
few ftanzas, which I have net yt^ Written 
down. A3 far as my pencil Ikctch aflifts 
ftiemory, they begin thus : 

Thy jealotts walls, gre^rt Diike> ia vaiii, ; 
AH ueook woald refule— *- 
V Wkat boonds can Htghland Heps reftrain,. 
What pow'r keep out the mafe i—" 
Where'er I gO| I bring with me 
That iDOQDUin nymph fwcct liberty* . 

«4 Woald 



( «a8 ) 

Would you engrofs each breathing fwett»^ 

Yon violet banks exhale. 
Or trees with od'roas blbcml replete 

That fcent the enamoorM gale ? 
AWkt they fmile for> you and me^ 

]Like nature and fwfet liberty. &c. 5r«. 

There is a great deal more ; but I miift 
not fill up with trifles a paper allotted to 
more fcrious fubjcfts, — I think, however, 
1 ought to tell you, as the moral of my 
little (lory, how the fear of detedlion dii* 
turbed thi^ftolen intruddn.-^I wasrefdived 
to meditate a while in placid eafe, as if 
* 'tranquillity would come when bidden, and 
Fought the thickell (hades, but 

r 

** Still, as I went, I look'd behind, 
I heard a voice in every wind» 
And fnatched a fearful joy." 

At length I fet up my reft under a broad 
fpreading cedar, befide the ftatuc of Diana, 
which fcemed to protect me.— ^I thought 
4of Drydcn's dcfcription : 

"The 



. * 
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«< The |f^CiCfol g^dcHf was array'4 V^t^^ " !I > 
About her feet were tittle beagles ieen^ . ^. - . 
That wa^ch'd with npward eyes the motions of 
their queen.'* 

» • - 

This figure was not fo appropriate.'; ft 
was fcarcc arrayed at all ; ;^i>d the crcfcent 
was the only mark by which the fylvaa 
goddcfs was diftinguiflied, — Here, how- 
ever, I compofed myfclf, was tpfy with 
my pencil, and forgot my fc^ars^ when, all 
<5f a'fudden, a monftrous, hieron . bent its 
heavy flight to my fheltering tree with 
fuch noify impctuofity, that I ftartcc| up 
in terror, thought of hunters and I knovy 
not what, felt the horrors of. detected guilt, 
^d finally took a fhorc leave ..of Diana^ 
and ag^in committed myfelf to the pro^ 
tedion of the nymph of the Tilt.— Now 
you are to give this ftory it^portance^ and 
make it inftru6tiv^ by your comments. 

-•• • ♦. • ♦.••:i3*. ■•:■■■ 

The boy bas ccrcaiojy d good bieart^ and 
^.foui)d head*! hi$ /wbcr \% iiQweyer. very 

o 5 diftruft- 
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^iftpoftftil of-Wm, on account of an «cccl^ 
five flow of animal fpirits, which leads him 
to purfue all his diverfions with fuch avU 
dity, that he willingly gives up his ncccf- 
iary food and flccp for them.— Then his 
attachment to his favourite companions is 
To violent, that he facrifices evdry thing %o^ 
them, and would readily give them all he 
has in the world, 

'"•#'• # • * ♦ 
C; treats his wife wbrfe, if pofllble, than^ 
you could expefl;.— ►'Tis mifcrable to fire 
fo mucih innocence, underftanding, and 
good liomour, facrificed* to fuch a ft range 
compciund of folly and madnefs, who has 
Ticithcr the fpitit nor manners of a gentle- 
man, to make one tolerate his eccentrici- 
Vies.— T hope, nay, am fore, C— — will 
rather live, blbom,^and die in fingle bleffcd- 
ncfs/ than * thh>V 1icrl6lf away in this tnan- 
ncn — Now thkt in her apparent merit, and 
the general ^eefii fsst has chained, I reap 
The fvmt of iall my cares, the agonies of 

^ > fear 
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ftar and forrow I have felt on her accounty^ 
' are richly paid in felf gratuIation.-«-{n try- 
ing to improve her, I have improved my- 
jelf.—- My flrcnuQus efforts for chat purpofe 
have exalted my mind above follies and^ 
frivolities^ to which it iwght have funk. 
The cruel fingularity of her fate called forth 
in her fupport all^ the energies of my mind^' 
and broJBght into exertion poiiv^ns th^t J 
fliould nototberwiie have l^npwn Oiy(elf (Q 
poflefs. The kindne6 my oiher chijdrect 
receive from thbfe who hav^e no rQlativ4 
tie to tjiem, I oonfider as a reward fpr mf 
maternal tendernefs to her.«*-Yott fccj vof 
good friciid^ what it is to confer benefits on 
the £upcrftitious ; lor I^o not confider^eqi^ 
you as/ merely generous And fympathA;^ngi ^ 
but;as.an<agent^. impelled by an overrvling 
impuKe, :£o do what you cannot pofflbly^ 
avoid doing..<«9<*I wjrite.a few lineaj bc^w^ 
fio C^Excofi: it, and believe me vcrjr/ 
truly* 

^ Yourfc^ 

G $ 
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LETTER LXX. 



TO MR^. M» 



tAGOAV, JULY 6, I79^<^ 

1 WISH to, write both you and Charlotte 
to day^ but ihall begin with yoa now, ha v« 
ing eonquered fome (cruples of modefty 
ivhich checked my firft intention^ I ihall 
bluntly avow the purport of this> which 
l9i to requeil you would leave all the ami- 
fdrts and conveniencies of your own plea>« 
fant and fpacious dwelling, all the beauties 
which fummer fcatters fo profufely over 
Ihe Dyne, and all the pleafures of refined 
land elegant fociety, to encounter the fa* 
tigue and difguft produc(;d by a loi^ jour« 
ney> c^er dark moors and frowning moun-^ 
tains, by comfortleis inns, and bleak blaftsi 
—and all this for what ? wUl ye come into 

the 
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the wHdernefsj not €ven to people clothed 
in the foft garb of infinuadng mannersy and 
flattering profeflions, but to be cooped up 
in a cottage^ and (hare all its inconvenient 
cies ?~-To (hare them too with people who 
have lived too long out of the world to 
mifs a thoufand things become necefTary in 
it ?— Xa fuch> mutual afFe£tion> freedom^ 
and fimplicity^ compenfate for all the ad* 
vantages of which remotenefs of (ituattpn 
and obfcurity deprive ihem. — I only fug- 
gefl: this, in cafe of your being left alone 
on the Dune i but if you have the remoceft 
wifh of joining the projedied journey to- 
wards the fouth, I would liot evefi wifii to 
xofluence your dctermination»-i^Only if yon ^ 
a^e folusy permit me to remind you of your 
refolution to make an excurfion every fum^' 
meri and,* preferring the Highlands for 
your route, what would you think of taking 
forts William and Auguftus in your way ? 
— «Mr« G. begins to recover his looks and 
fpiritSj but has had a fevere ihock^ a fuc^ 

ccffion 



ctflijsfn 0^ indHpondons io the fimnlf, faa^Te- 
ixn«de fprtogj. mnd irhat is gone cf fiimcner, 
jiafs like an agitBted drocm.. 

Mr. C is juft cofne in^ and infills >cn' 
leaving his fincere regards. incUuled ^itfa 
thtne^, to you and y^ur beloiFed;^^Mifi F«. 
t'kty has totally gii^n us t»p. — Perhaps 
(he jprefers the ibutbero excurfion to the 
ff^rdttemi thnough a bomane feac of kiiimg 
£■■■ ■■■€ :: chat is a needleis icar, for he is 
touched by every dart, feut pierced by none.. 
dhiDkifher favorite Mifs J*****-.. J 



MTss If aniplariied to^Spey iidc, it might be. 
so iodocement to dvim her Kef e.^-ifTell iier^ 
ioxonfider -of ir^, and that I detesmii^ m 
irmembeT her though Jhe &QUJ|d forget: 
metr-rl am unchangeaixly 

Tours*^ 
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LETTER LXXI.. 

TO MKS. M« 

t; AGO An^ AUGUST 9j I79tf«. 

1 HOPE you have, ere now, ftfely rc* 
ceived <iny letter from Blair, though it 
feems to have lingered ot\ the way. — t hw 
Mrs. Siuart put it in her drawer.— If k hafi 
fnifcarried, your loft is groat,, but Mift 
C— — 's incalculable V for thQ immortalhy 
<0f her bandeau depended upon it, and I 
have preferved no copy.— It would have 
given me pleaftire to, have obliged that 
jady in any thii^, becaulc fhe is very 
obliging herfeir.'^Her frank, e^fy mannerB, 
and careleis vivacity, together with oertain 
emanations of goodnefs from the heart, had 
Almoft broken through all my oucguards 

- of 
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of pride, ^ prejudice^ and independence,—^ 
In fpite of all her adventitious fuperioriries, 
I began to Itkc her.— Had (he been as little 
in the funfhine as myfelf, I am fvire I 
fliould be fond of her ; but the glitter of 
fortune and fafhion, which has fuch an 
attraction for fycophants and imitators, 
repels people oF fpirit and delicacy, who 
value themfeJves and others, only for fuch 
qualities as are innate and permanent.— I 
allow her, and other rich people, all the 
merit .they poflfcfs, and give them much 
tnore credit than to others for the fame 
degree of excellence i- bccaufe their man- 
ner of life is lefs adapted to exerciie the 
llerner virtues, and keep the heart warm 
and open. 

I am always jealous of hazarding the only 
^ing of value 1 have to give, my affcftion, 
by giving it where it may be defpifcd> or 
received as the commpn tribute which fer- 
MUty pays to the profpcrous.— I am far 
Jfrom thinking (nyfelf poor, but I qannoc 

bear 
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bear others (hould think me fo.^^In (harf^ 
I will merely like Mifs C — ts, for I am 
not poor in fpirit. ----- My next care 
was^ to prepare for Thomas's wedding, 
which proved, in bis own . way, a very 
fplendid ome.— The day before the mar* 
riage, we had the bride's friends, with all 
^he fervams, dancing all the evening. The 
wedding-day, we^ had the fame party at 
dinner, in the nurfcry^— You are to under- 
ftand the bride ferved us eight years, and 
her fwain fcytny at. a former periods fo we 
could not withhold our countenance.-— The 
pier iff \& rich, according to Anne's eflirnate 
of wealth, and excels in (Irong found fcnfe. 
.You know that he is our tenant in the 
glebe, which forms an addicioilat tie. He 
is counted penurious, bur (hone on this 
occa{ion.<^-Four fat fhccp, and abundance 
of game and poultry, were flain for the 
fupper and following breakfaft, which was 
Only ferved in the Chimje manner^ to the 
fuperior clafs. — At this feaft above a hun- 

drcd 



dred prrfons afflftcd, thrtc-fcorc of whidr 
confiftcd of our children and rafticsi our te- 
nants and fcrvants^ and the teachers oinrPs^ 
and fciences from the neighbouring hannlet,. 
—At the head of the long table was a crofs 
one, railed higher, a hombic imitation^ I 
^prefume, of the deifey ac which the cour- 
teous knights and noble dames Ux in the- 
days of 'Queen Guinever*.— There lat Capit.. 
D. his reverence^ and their ladies^ with the. 
prof^Bbrsof a9ts and fcienees aforefkid, aodi 
Moonie^ in foH glory, and C— -, and K-i-w 
^nd T)^, blooming and blulfeing Uke tht 
morning. And there were poifltry, mA 
plovers, and a roaft joint, and growfc i«^ 
- perf^ftipn.— All this was loft on C— ,, who^ 
only a^ffordcd her dignified prefcnce «t 
breakfafl. — The mufic and dancing wa^ 
very fuperior to any thing you could ima- 
gine. Don't whifper any thing fo treafoii- 
able, but both were fuperior to many 
fa'ftijonable performers in each Way.— Mr- 
C— took a fancy to, be yery wife and 

ferious I, 
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Itfridwi and reprarcd &\t fliertf for kWU 
bg fo munjr Ai«ep^ -and colIeAing fo many 
pcoplk I and wondered at tnc for being fo 
jAeafed.— ^1 nr?er faw him aogracious bc- 
Ibrc, *but he wa« not well.— My vcrfatility 
•ftood mc in good "ftcad.— Every one was 
^uietj orderly, and happy in the extreme* 
#—1 confide red it-^was hard to grudge thii 
t>nc ^igr -tUf giffrhuf -feiiciiy to thoie^ who, 
though do6ihed 'to ftruggle throogh a life 
tiflMfdthip^ and* penury, ijaye aH the love 
af feciety, 4ic ' trile - ttr ^cdnvivWliiy, and 
itven ihe IcnSHmrnr fhat iammates and en- 
dears ^ocSal-intcroouffe, -that -conftitutcs the 
eniriafeleparc of 'eigdymfenc in higher circles. 
^— It would be cruel to deprive fuch f)f the 
lingle opportunity ^ their Kfe'affbrds^, of 
feeing fpHendidly hofpitable, and feeing aH 
thofc to whom nature or aflfeftion ha^ aU 
3icd them rejoice -together, at a table of' 
their own proi^iding; and of ieeing that 
table graced by ^uch of their fuperiors, af 
they have been ttfcd to regard with a mixed 

fentimcnt 
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fciitimcnt of love and veneration.— *! nc^ef 
dance> andj on thofe occafions, join very 
little outwardly in the aaiufemeot. I 
rather fit wrapt in reverie, or gaze in mute 
triumph at the colledive felicity before 
me.— -The wedding was in a large barn.-<« 
After breakfail they danced a while on th^ 
green, and the fcene clofed with the young 
couple going home.— The following even^ 
ing we bad all the children to drelsj for 
the concluding ball in our itinerant dancingr 
fchpoli fo you mtfft allow for my being, 
fatigued with feilivities.— J an^ fure I hav^ 
tired you with the hiftory of Anne's wed-- 
ding. Had it been a fine ball^.fuch as you 
areufedto, Iihouldm)t (ayv half fo much 
about it: but I thought t;he fcene would 
be new to> ju>u. It is^ fuch,, indeed, as 
cannot take place but in thefe regions: 
here only you may condefcend without 
degradation, for here only is the. bond be* 
tween the fupcrior and inferior clafiTcs a 
kindly one. I cannot exactly fay* where 

the 
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the fault lies ; but cold difdiir, on the onc^ 
fWe, &nd a gFobmy and rancorous envy on 
the other, fix an icy barrier between the 
upper and lower claflTcs with youi Your low 
people are fo grofs, lb fordid j—^but, if yoiir 
created them as -we do ours, they would not be 
(be oarfc and hard,— they are now, however, 
paft rccoverjr.*-*It grieves me to think the 
iron age 6f' calculation approaches faft 
towards the facred retreats of nature and of 
.icntiment 5 " the unbought grace of lite, 
the cheap defence of nations," is faft re- 
ceding. May 1 clofe my eyes in peace, 
before its final departure. It is time for 
rtic to acknowledge the letter you fent 
me from Dalwhinny, and to afiure you, 
that you never bellowed a prefent pro- ' 
duAive of more pride and pleafurc than 
that you gave B* — Pray tell Mifs M — , of 
whom I delight to think, and could love, 
though Ihc were millrcfs of thoufandi, that' 
I recoiled the* night we fpcnt together at 
Dunkeld, as an alderman does a turtle-feall ; 

but, 



buty t fe^r the vi^l was too muth for her* 
i^Had I been purfe^bcar^rj like Judaa 
Ifcariotj I would haire urged a longiCT ftay # 
but delicacy kept m fiiciit.^*-On Monday 
a man goes» by whom I will ioclofe a pair 
of the SybU^s garters for Mifs C— ts««<-»I 
am grateful to that iady^ for ea^ouragiog 
the venerable Sybil's rntm]fa£Uire.««-*She 
fang Lochaber and mournful Melpomene 
to C. ycfterday^ very dt(Hn&ly> if not me* 
Jodiouflyj and will afluredly contend with 
Old Parr. Her brother h alive) and is an 
hundred and four. In her I have the plea^ 
fure of an old wonsuin's converfation> with<* 
out the plague of goQipping i for, if flic 
has any fcandal, iCing William is the ob^ ' 
jedt of it»-^She is fuU of ^ecdoce^ but 

- fcorns to talk of anything that happened 
ivithin the laft fo]:cy ycars»-^Madaxne de 
Maintenoo is the b^xioipe of her imagina- 
tion s fhe talks of her fis if (be were ftill 

^living, and conftantly . qpptes the ivory 
wheel with which (he ipun Lewis into 

fubjeftion^ 
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Cubje(£lion, to our girls ; for (he confiders 
Spinning as one of the cardipal virtues, and n 
is at this hour fpinning fine wool on the 
^liQraff^ of which (he propofes making gar^ 
tera for the Marquis.— You fee I will not 
felt till you are completely Lagganized.— 
You muft be interefted in all my odd 
peopW Of I ^iil bave nothing to do with 
you. Ought you not ?-*^Am I not inte- 
refted in your Neptune^ and your great 
•caty and did not I commemorate yx>ur . 
turkey^hen? The leaft you can da in 
return is to venerate my Sybil*. Adieu I 
«— Tell me if. I have tired you* 
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LETTER LXXIL 



70 MRS. M. 



LAGGANjOCT. i\ I7J><J« 
DBARl^ADAM, ... 

Master 'NICHOLL, who has been 

1 

all fommcr mending tlie Toadsj will have 
the happincfs of tidiycririg you two lettera 
together 5--*as the laft miffed the poft.— 
I thought to have fent abundance of duck- * 
lings, but I have only juft heard of the 
<:ofts9 and it is Saturday night ; (o they 
mud continue to combat the frogs till an* 
other conveyance ofFcrs.— 1 am glad Mift 
C-— ts was fatisfied, and forry to have dif* 
appointed you ; but I was too ill with the 
tooth-ache, and too much pinched for tirne^ 
to celebrate your heroic expedition, and 
our gallant purfuit by ftar-light i which> 

certainly 
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cercaialf fhould not pafs uncclcbraced aod 
Qolung.-**! fend Mib C— the memorial 
for Mi& W-*«s ; if: i^ wrapt in paper, and 
in that paper ia^ moreover^ a fprig of 
crimfoA heati) i—^iuch and fo poor is the 
tribute, thefe. remote corners pay to her 
celebrity .--^I am glad to hear of a marriage 
fo likely to. be produdive of happinefs a9 
Mr. C-^*s. I am Aire Mifs C— ts will 
rejoice in it.— I love to hear of peo^ 
marrying, but I think it is clucfly for thd 
lake of the men concern ed ; for old maids 
I have known both amiabk ^nd refpe Aable» 
but old bachelors hardly even— I have no 
patience with them, and wovld have them 
all learn to knit. — I regret, and (hall alway$ 
regret, that I did not pafs more time with 
you at Dunkeld i but I went as fopn as I 
poffibly could.— Mcthinks, after all, had 
I been you, and you me, we ihould 
have continued longer together when we 
did meec.»-I am happy to find you are 
confolcd, in the abfcnce of your mate, by 
VOL, ii« H the 
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tlic focicty of Mrs. B— 's family, and hope 
this will find you all rejoicing together.— I 
am glad you are fo partial to poor K'— s 
ihe has fpirir, aftivity^ and a great deal 
of heart. — I hope (he will improve. I— 
is this day decked out in his green clothings 
as Moome both fays and fings. He is very 
vain of this new garb^ and looks up to 
Mifs F — y, as the firft and faireft of wo- 
men, for making fuch a beau of him.— 
C— e comes down prefently, and there is 
great need of his prcfcncc to enliven the 
neighbourhood, .which is overfpread with 
the thickeft pofliblc gloom.— Pray how 
do Mr. L— 's ftudies go on ?— Mrs. F.'s 
neck has had a wonderful efcape ; (he has 
been better mettle than old Elin.— Has 
Mrs. D— yet reconciled herfelfto parting 
with her beloved daughter ? The latter 
makes great .facrifices, .but has too much 
fenfc and delicacy to do fo, without know, 
ing why, and will not commit her happi* 
nefs to the charge of a pcrfon unworthy of 

fuch 
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Hich a truft.— ^--Though I make no doubt 
but ihe confiders happinefs may be verf 
different from what moil of the icx, edu« 
cated in her (phere of life, confider aa 
fuch.— Fortune alone could not make fuch 
a perfon happy $ nor will the want of it» 
while the comforts of life and far fuperior 
enjoyments are in her power, render her 
»neafy.— ^I am growing trite and fen« 
tencious. I will ceale in time* 
Adieu! 



Ah 

— r 



LETTER LXXIII. 

TO MRS. M. 

DECEMBER 5, 1 796* 
i>EAR MADAM, 

I WROTE Mr. Mac— in fuch hafte, that 
I did not tell him what I thought of the 
Dukc*s offer. 

H a As 
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As to the vorthy iniubitaiM o£ oun own 
€biif*$ caftlet befieve me, their motives 
in the cafe you teentioa were» as in all 
Mher inftanccs^ honourable and comntend* 
flbk.^p^Wheincver they err, it is tltroijgh 
0ie cxceis o£ a. virtue very rare in people 
of their rink« k is coadeicen'fion and hu« 
ttility that mtflead them. They let pcopkt 
tirery way infeiior, draw too near thesi^ 
and infcnfibly . gain kifiaence ovsr their 
Opinions. I am pleafed that Mr. G— 
has ventured into Ireland^ and hope he 
will bring his fon back after the review. — 
I felt extremely dcprcft when they left 
mc, -but am not yet quite ftich an old wo- 
man as to call this ominous. •••.-.. 
You have made fuch a beau of Donald^ 
tb^t his woatcd oaodefly and (implicity are 
in danger.— He never faw a town bcfor^ 
tod has not gazed wkh ftupld wonder.*-* 
His obTfrvations ^d refledions will fur- 
nifli *«. Alpine evenings eatertainment" 
to the maids for the remainder of winter. 

—I 
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'—I (hould be very forry all the warm 
equipments did not anfwer the intended 
purpofc'j but it was utterly impoffible for 
xnc to go when Mr. G, did, and 'tis very 
doubtful whether I can meet hrm^— If the 
prefent ftormy weather (hould bar Drim- 
ochter from fuch •* feeble folk" as me, I 
ihallj at any rate, in fpring, make ^the de* 
fined attempts.—-**^! imagine the fervour 
of the* torrid zone has not yet meked 
the coftltaiKy cf t certain enamoured 
fwAfn 1 bttt tinat, tfcat tries all things, will 
tHnblkh or demolifti « this beauteous btid 
irf low," which, as yet, has had very Uttle 
of " fumnkr's ripcnitig breath/*— —The 
^cquifitton you mention of Mrs. D-*«*s ao* 
quaintance, holds upi a fttong temptatioa 
to my peculiar fpcctes of ambhiont^ 
FareweU moft affeaionatdy* 
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LETTER LXXIV. 

TO MRS. M^ 

XiiCGAKi JAN. a Y| 1 797» 

DEAR MADAMy 

1 AM glad to hear the goofe^ (gander, I 
fhould fay, to preferve the rigid veracity 
fo admirable in Moome^) has foimd its way 
through the icy barriers oppofed to it«— « 
The family have been all day rejoicing 
over your bun.— If any part of it (hould 
return> which is very unlikely> it will not 
complain of its reception^ having expe- 
rienced all the ardour of highland hofpi* 
tality. Indeed, no ftrangcr could have 
been more cordially welcome. Much of 
this, no doubt, was owing to its own in« 
trinfic merit* Yet you muft allow it to be 

good 
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good of the poor children to pay fuch 
attention to an entire ftranger« 

I read in your lafl; letter a kind apology 
for fomc har(h truths contained in your 
former. — At the fame time that my feel- 
ings proved their harlhnefs, my judgment 
affcnted to their truth.— I knew you 
could have no motive but zealous and 
anxious fricndlhip, for entering fo warmly 
into the fubjeft. Perhaps there is none 
living who could worfe bear the killing 
glance 

'< Of hard unkmdaeffi altered eye. 

That mocks the tear 5t forc'd to flow/* . 

But I have not been ufed to bear it j never 
mortal had friends more kind, more con- 
ftant and more faithful than I have, from 
my very childhood. I never indeed looked 
for flatterers in my friends, and always 
bore their wholefome counfel patiently.— 
It is certainly a venal fault to fhew fome 
zeal in extenuating the errors of thofe we 

H 4 -tenderly 
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tenderly love, and further you do tioc 
blame me. By this time you certainly 
pity toe. 

# * # 4il « # # 

You never fay a word about people I 
mtti to hear of; — of Mrs. I>— 's health 5 
of Mrs. P— n*s opinion of a London life, 
now that (he.is become a citizen ; or whe- 
ther Mrs. C. is quite recovered, &c. ; 
when you are to fee Mifs P— n, and hour 
liberty and a town life agree with iifcrrf— 
If ever (he and I meet, I predi6l rbai we 
Ihall be mbft congenially great friends-—* 
Upwv what objcft is the energetic fpirit 
of Mifs C— ts employed at prefeni ? To 
be a good daughter, an ardent friend, and 
aftivc manager, are all very good things 
in themfclves, but not equa) to filling up 
the capacities of her great mind, which 
could never have found room in a lefs 
body. — Whether is that aflivc foul, at 
prefcnt, animated by patriotifm, enlarged 
by philofophy, or exalted by devotion ? 

Dr. 



Dr. G— r— t, I am told, has inclofcd 
all his fair hearers in a magic circle ; where 
they are not only to learn the great, and 
much-wanted art of demonftrating truths 
with mathetttatical precidon s but to draw 
themfelves up in equilateral lines, and form 
parallelograms, cycloids, rhomboids, and 
epicycles, if fuch a word there be, with 
the fame happy eafe, as they formerly dc-» 
lineated the beautiful forms of nature.-— 
Alas ! for poor ■■ * ■. His fair one has 
rejected him : (he has little chance of ever 
again meeting with (b worthy a man.<— 

Adieu ! dear Madam ! Convey to your 
family my finccre wiflies, that each retwa^ 
mg fcftfon imy add to their felicity* 



«5 
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LETTER LXXV, 



TO JVIRS. M. 



LAGGAK, APRIL 27, IJ97* 
DEAR MADAM, 

1 HAVE to thank you for your letter 
by Mary, nurfc,*and the remembrances you 
Xent the children, who are much pleafed.-— 
It is hard to poftpone fome very folid, and 
more very bright things, I have to fay, to 
xnake rpom for the mention of C— 's caik^ 
but you know 

** Little things are great to little man ;'* 

and, as the cafk muft be filled again^ it 
w'^U be proper to fend it*— Of myfelf I can 
give but a poor account,-^I am greatly 
enfeebled, and become a meagre (keleton, 
not always^ of lace^ fupported by my na- 
tive 
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rive alacrity of fpirit.— Alive -beyond many 
to all the comforts and namelefs tender- 
ncffcs of domcftic life, to all the exhauft- 
lefs charms of nature and of virtue, and to 
all the plcadng iliufions of hope, I fhould 
have more than an equitable (hare of the 
common dock of happincfs> if I did not 
feel certain evils mod acutely.— I mean 

• all this egotifm as an apology,— —Spring 
is milder and more pleafant than you can 
imagine. Were that not the cafe, the 
country would be ruined. — This winter 
was moft diftreffingi the provender was 
all eaten up early in the feafon, and people 
were all forced to buy hay in other diC- 
trifts. — We, too, have been ill off in thefe 
refpciSls, and have loft half our (hcep.— 
Now you might have amufed us, at leaft, 
with a recital of the delights you tafted ' 

. among the beau ' monde at Edinburgh ; 
but you did not put it in our power to 
evince our generofity, by lofing the fenfe 
of our own loiTcs in the redundance of 

H 6 your 
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your felicity.^— Whether do you tnoft ad- 
mire my patriotifm> or good luck» when 
i teU you I won a wager, which I bid in 
the fervour of my zeal^ about the Toluntarj 
contribution.— It (eems I was right.— ^My 
opponent, the other day, lent an elegant 
{irefent, for fuch I muft call it, as I neither 
mfiied nor expefted the payment,— This 
mts elegantly conligned to K. and accom* 
panied by a letter of fuper-emincnt ele- 
gance. This lad circumftance will lead 
you to guefs who was the lofer.— 1 take 
credit for all the fine things you fay of 
sny invention, but am forry I cannot at 
prelent awaken it for your amufement.-— 
However, if I was bright, the eflFulgencc 
of ——'6 wit, which, 1 am told, is now 
ihining upon you in full luftre, would 
quite overpower mine.— I rejoice in your 
joy, and hope the lady's animation will 
enliven you all ; and, when you are ele- 
vated into rapture, her interview with her 
idear friends will come feafonably to xndt 

you 
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70U into tendernefs.—This melting 1^ 
minds me again of the butter.^— Will jrou 
have more of it ? — if fo, let me know.— 
The tranfition is eafy to cbeefe^ of which 
z, box waits you whenever i can get it ient, 
in hopes it may remind you of the cot* 
tage. 

I am charmed that C. marries^ for his 
own fake^ as well as for the pleafure it will 
give every one that wiflies hmv welK— I 
have written myfelf into fpirits; and I had 
great necd.-^^I am, ever, truly yours* 



LETTER LXXVI. 

TO MRS. M. 

LAGOAKi JUNE 8, I797; 
DEAR MADAM, 

1 HOPE this will find you in health and 

Ipirits; for, I affurc yoUj (not even ex- 

14 cepting 
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rcpting Mifs P. and James S— h) I hare 
Itft nothing, behind me that I am fo anxious 
^bout.— William, little Charlotte, and I 
Jhad a very pleafant day's journey to Perth. 
,— I found my relations there very well, and 
cordially kind, and was forry I could fpend 
but a day with them. ----- I had an 
agreeable day's journey, from Dunkeld, or 
Blair rather, with C, who proves an 
excellent travelling companion,-— always 
cheerful, and full of obfervation, and eafily 
filenccd, when I wi(h to indulge my medi- 
tations.*— -We took many long confiderate 
walks, for I dreaded Paddy*s being over- 
loaded,— Indeed, the laft day, when 4 Began 
to fear for both William and the horfe, 
they appeared to me hke Thomfon's man 
in the fnow, 

'< Stung with the thoughts of home ; the thoughts 
of home 
Ru(h'd on their nerves, and call'd their vigour 
forth/ » 

t 
■ / 

fo that we reached home by funfet.— The 

' . chaplain 
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chaplain had come a great way to meet 
me the day before, but was difappointedi 
and would come no more. I found all the 
young tribe waiting at the oppolite fide of 
the river. Never (hall I forget the extrava- 
gance of C/s joy at feeing them. — She 
cried in tranfporr, *f The children I the 
children !" fell into violent burfts of laugh- 
ter, and fprang up like a frantic creature^ 
while we were.crofling. The reft were as 
happy to meet her. Mr. G« — and C. I 
believe felt their (bare of joy too, though 
they were noc fo. outrageous in the difplay 
of \u C. looks thin, but mod coura- 
geoufly combats the azure demons by dint 
of adtivicy and exertion* She has all 
things in high ordcr^ and is become a great 
florift. 

• • « # * 4fr • ' 

She is an engaging child, — quick, fenfible, 
^nd very good tempered ; but. fuch an 
odd> ftaringa fun-burnt things you have not 

ieent 
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teexi.-^*Tis quite an origtral^-^nOt the leaft 
like the reft ; and, I thinks I like the crei^ 
tore with a different fort of love The 
Chaplaifi is ail good and fbrgtviog, and 
does not reproach me for tny Hay (o aiueh 
as I feared^ perhaps deferved.-— There i« 
nothing I look back upon with fuch regret 
as not having feen Mifs M. oftener while 
in town ; apd the more, becaufe I flatter 
myfetf the regret is mutual. What an en* 
deafing phtce home is after all i the dwelU 
ing of true confeqtience and genuine com^ 
fort.^-^Moome^ and Bar^ and the preset 
it) his mantle, and all the fatellites of the 
cottage, begin to move round their wonted 
orbits* See what it is to hear kduress 
^ven I am in a fair way to ^ak.wish 
tongues. 



< i6r) 






LETTER LXXVIL 

TO MRS. M. 

LAGGANi JULY 2^, I797« 

•i AM novr in hade to thank 3rou for a 
kind Ictftr, iR^htch canrt jtift in time to 
abate ftars and jea)ois(}es.-^Not that I think 
yott can fotgct -rae, biit you know uneqaafl 
•fpims and trritabfc nervrs, tnadcr dreaming 
' propte, Bke tne, at ' tnrtics, fee things 
through a dark tncdmm.*— *Tis iiot on my 
'Cvrn tncrit I depend, but on your con- 
ilancy j^( Temper, and knowledge of <:ha^ 
rafter, which tnu'ft have.taught yOu long 
fince to rclinqiwih the vain expeftation of 
meeting fpotkfs, perftft friends, to which 
no human creature is intitlcd, fallible as 
we all are. — Yet fuch cxpeftations, un-* 
rcafonably indulged, and juflly difap- 

pointcd. 
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pointed, have made many a one go throiigft 
life dark and chilly, without having their 
hearts opened, their countenances brighten* 
ed, or their virtues invigorated by the 
chearing cordial of friendihip. This leads 
me to congratulate you on your prelent 
enjoyment of this nature.— I feel true fatif- 
faAion in thinking how much you and 
Mifs P— n enjoy each other. 

• ••#'♦•# 

I will rather try to tranquillize myfelf bf 
thinking of poor B. who, I hope* has paid 
her duty to yoU| and never felt or infpired a 
harihly painful fenfation.— C« is weI1> but 
]ooks thin, and maintains a mod vigorous 
and commendable warfare with dejedtion, by 
conftant employmeiif. -.---- I give you 
joy of your heroic nephew's arrival, and hope 
he wilLpay his duty to you, on your return 
from your highland cxcurfion, which I fee is 
likely to be deferred to the fhortening days, 
and weeping equinox.— Confidcr the green 
delights of my clyfium. Fort Auguftus, the 

" Siberian 
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^* Siberian foHtudc,*' as Johnfon called it, 6f 
Strathcrick, and the " fublime thunder'* of 
Fycrs. — Not a word of the cottage, but that 
it contains your faithful friend. — Farcwclf 
if I fee you again it muft be here* 



LETTER LXXVIII. 

TO MRS. U. 
iDSAR MADAMf 

1 HAVE been now nearly fix weeks in 
perfedt Ignorance about you alK— Ilcavc 
you to judge how my bgly imagination has 
wrought.— ^To think you grown carelefs, 
is inconfiftcnt with the general fteadinefs 
of your charader. What then ftiall I think ? 
fp-I am fure you think as I do, that nothing 
lefs than a want of integrity, or very in- 
tolerable caprice of temper, can caufe a 

breach 
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breach of. friendfhip. I jicver loft a friend 
in mj lift thac I kix)w of.— I have fcca 
them depart to a better world, where i 
humbly hope to meet them again, with re^ 
newed and exalted afieftion i but I never 
loft one by change or unkindnels. If I 
ihould meet wich fuch a new fpecies of 
afflidion, you will be both the firft and laft 
to occaHon it, for I will never, never open 
my heart iti6rc.— Why tftultiply the tics 
that bind me to this vain world, or open 
frefh fources of affllAion in the fufferings 
of others ? — You would hear of poor Mrs, 
^ M'p— /s death, which happened very lateljr^ 
near us. — Hers wa^a truly uftfiA Mfe, di- 
vided betwixt the care of her foul, and the 
care of her family. She had real principle, 
and great probity, though (he was not 
gentk and conciliating.— One reafdn why 
fhe was not fo, was, chat the rigoyr of her 
inflexible veracity and integrity could not 
bend to accommodate itlclf to other pco* 
pie's deviaiioos; and (he carried fincerity, 

if 
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if that went poffibIe> to exccfs, I cer- 
rainly ought t® have grieved for her, for, 
though too much engfofftd with more im- 
portant objcfts to look for- mueh gratifi- 
cation in fecial intercourfe, (he inwriably 
Ihcwed marked attachment to me ; buc 
her cafe was fo hopelefs here, and fo full 
of hope and aflurance in what regard* 
hereafter, that her death fcemcd a releaie, 
and apparent benefit to hcrfclf. Her boys 
will do very well : Ihe has one girl, who 
is here now. We are all much pjeafed* 
with the frank nefs and benevolence that? 
appear in her difpofiti'on. Let me know 
when we are to expedk you. It muft be 
aftrer the 6 th of Auguft ; we fhali then be 
folemnly engaged, — This could not be 
fooner, for 'tis only on the 2d that people 
return from the glens. One of the great 
concerns of life here is, fetJing the time 
and manner of thefe removals. Viewing 
the proceflion pafs, is always very gratify* 
ing to my paftoral imagination^ I always 

rife 
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fife early, for that purpofe. The people 
look ib glad and contented^ for they re- 
joice at going up ; but, by the time the 
cattle have eat all the grafs, and the time 
arrives when they dare no longer fifli and 
jEhoot, they find their old home a better 
place, and return with nearly as much 
alacrity as they went.— I do love thefe 
yediges of primitive life, that put me ia 
xnind of the plains of Mamre, and the flocks 
ofRachcL— The feafon is fine, and every 
thing thrives and looks well, from our 
flowers and our children, down to our 
pigs and potatoes. — You muft come in 
time to fee the flax under its azure belis^ 
and the potatoes in full purple bloom.—- 
Thefe humble ruftic, beauties have charms 
for me, beyond much finer objeds. — I will 
only add, " Come and/ee^'* Adieu I fimply, 
.bcooically. 
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LETTER LXXIX, 

V 

1 

TO MRS* M. 

SEPTEMBER p, I7P7» 
DEAR MADAM, 

Jl KNEW, fome years ago, a good^na* 
turcd worthy creature, a great fiinplctoa 
ncvertheJeis, at Invernefs.— -He, to his 
great delegation, prevailed on a fine, fwcct^* 
looking girl, who had marc fcnfe than 
himfeir, and of whom he was ddatingly fond, 
to take him for better and worfe,-<-T6 be 
fure he was half mad with exultation, when 
he had gamed his point; and when their 
friends came to vifit them, without wait- 
ing for their congratulations, he ufed '^to 
ftart up, embrace them,, and wifh them 
much joy •—A clever little boy, the fame 
if^hom Clan lent out to Antigua t'other 

day. 
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dayt happening to be in the houfe^ was 
quite fcandalized at his want of propriety, 
and told him thofe people had no (hare ot 
his pleafure, and that he had better be quiec 
and let thetn wifli him joy.— -Now I feel 
much inclined to follow my wife friend 
£/s example, and wi(h you joy of the 
; C7-^y's being obtained for Mr, G., be- 
caufe I am convinced that you feel as much 
joy on the occafion as I poflibly can.— « 
Nothing lefs than the power of procuring 
an eflfentval benefit to a family we love and 
afteem, could indeed exceed our prefent 
fatisfadion. Before I quit the fubjc<5): of 
beoefits conferred^ let me detail to you the 
iate ^rival from Mifs O — y that was^ for 
now there is no fucb perfoo, ...... 

A . . ^ Though the tranfition from 

this to potatoes. is fudden and rather violent, 
yet as you know little things are great to 
me, you will be pleafed to hear, that we 
have a crop of that ufcful root, fer'fupcriof 
in q\iantity and quali&y to any former, and 

'that 



ibfc!firreRitf«7^ke'iir^ during theft «efAi 
gktimi^itoL-^riMnttfoD fpeaks of fo'^fe)^* 
ing}y# haj^e ^Ifhcfft nkde oi^ tHi»aRitumni ^ 

'^ ^^ •*' TaflrAetiirallifeit aiitsjoy,'' " - ' 

knd elcrgance.-^Nfcv^cr, hcvef tati'the fufaT 
life be uftccl or enjoyed by ihofc who arc^ 
tbo rick to* enter' ihto rufal cmploymcntSt* 
or who leaidj'that mpftlnnpH of all Ifves,' 
SI towit life rn the country.i—Thpfc wh6fe* 
anxious views afc confined to inirc ^'roftt, 
who have their bodies worn by labcHir. and* 
their fouk by care, have neither leifure nor ^ 
difcernment to admire the face of nature 
with ardour. In this, indeed, the Towcf claJJj, 
of tlighianders excel all other low claflcs, 
being poffcfled of a ftiperior degree both 
of fancy arrd feeling, and their pafforal " 
cares including more/ both 6f leifure and 
variety, than falls to the lot of other pea- 
fants ; but, geographically fpeaking, num* 
berlefs peculiar bleffings are attached to 
VOL* 11. I the 
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ifae teoiperate sooe of ltfe» that middk 
ftaie which Agiir pimyed -for. Do you 
\uiom Mils D»<^ if cooic^^She U really a 
fiaecrcaniiVt^-Hdocilej cheerful ingcnious» 
and every way beyond my hQ{)cs. I will 
HOC ftaio thi9 paper widi ^ any inllance of 
fraud or unkiQdnc(5, or I could make you 
wopder^t people who have outdone their 
{[^Tmtf outdoings> but not with regard ^lo 
iis»~I hope this iinds you enjoying the 
ibciety of your ' long-bcjoved Mrs» D— Pi 
to whom Jet Qie be refpedfully remember- 
i:d*«^C««- is well, cheerfiili and means to 
be very eloquent on the fubjed of drapery 
in thefc days.— Mr» G— means to be 
equaUy elpquent on a more dignified fob- 
jed, Npw you are not to be fuprized or 
over dazzledj when I have thus announced 
the blaze that is about to break forth from 
thefe worthies^ Adieu ] 



V 
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LETTER LXXX. 



TO MRS* M. 



KOT. 2I| 1797. 
BEAR MADAM, 

il IS not my faulty believe. mc».ihac I do 
not accoaipany the chafdain on his vilit to 
]rou«-rThe feafotij the paying and receiving 
of rents^ &c^ &c. &c. render k inipoffiblc.«-« 
Befidesj the phaeton was not equal to fuch a 
groupe. ••^.•-.^ When all thcfe 
Oiauers of urgency are fettled^ I (hall in* 
vcft C. with the vice«.roya!ty which I hold» 
and gliide quietly over Drimochter Jn fome 
paflbg vehicle, or take our own^ and meet 
my mate on his return* I ardently long to 
fee you^ and fome others ycry dear to me, 
and nothing but confiderations jnfurmount^ 
able;^ wou}d induce me to d^fer fo high a 

I % grati- 
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gratiBcarion, — Yet I (hdl (till hope to bring 



both a gueftj and a difli^ to your comnsc- 
moration dinner. — - 1 fend this cxpreis to 
Blair^ and beg that M^^-*— * and P ■ . 
may not delay procuring all requifices to 
icquip their relation m mlitaire. «— This 
jaunt to Ireland m\\ be of infinite fervice 
to Mr. G.— A fmall degcee of confi4/ence 
and levity imported from the kingdom^ will 
become him exceedingly, — To none of her 
upright children has nature been more 
jpiiring of that portion of vanity wbick 
feems a general* inheritance. -— I always 
think very kindly of that kingdom for the 
little week I fpent there/-— Their carelcfsj 
eafyj good humour is enchanting*^ when 
jbined with principle and decorum^ as ir 
was in our Irifli frtendsy is irre(i(Hble«-^I 
have always thought much of the turbu* 
leAce exiftihg in that unhappy country to 
this day^^ originates in the fatal maflacre, 
fuctilfeded ' by* the counter maflacres, on a 
ihialkr fcale^ which CromwelKs foldiers^ 

in 
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^ lo whom revcflge wa$ virtue/* retaliated 
«€Hi the Catholics* •M' In the albes of thefe 
invagesy the embers arc ftill glowing, readf 
to be blown up by the breath of fedition^ 
to the gre«c aanoyanoe of 

Youfs very fincercly. 
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LETTER LXXXL^ ^ 

^ . XfGGAMi ]yl ARCH. I4» 1799*. 

In the fhott interval of weary woe^ which 
my painful recolledtions admit of, I feel a 
certain fad fatisfadtion in reading a letter 
/rom you, and receiving proofs of your 
uimbated concern in my remaining family { 
.-tJiQUgh conflant vigorous exertion which 
.every hour demands is the antidote I fly to* 
> • • • » This I coniider> upon the whole, 

13 ^* 



^ 



( «^74 ) 

as t venial trefpafi not to be repeated; as ft 
has died without a fucceilbr, I. fbali wil- 
lingly bury it in oblivion, and fpcak no itt 
of the dead. 



Now here is a great deal about other 
people, but how Ihall I conclude wfthout 
egotifm^ cfpccially as ic is all nriy> own.«» 
The paftor's dignity and delicacy alike pre- 
venting -liis defcendirig t6 it.— What Ihail 
:1 tell you of myfelf, but that I hope (for 
one has ne^r done hoping) that-as I grow 
a worfc companion and correfpondenty I 
fhail grow a better wife and mother, rang- 
ing no longer through fairy fields of ideal 
excellence, in fearch of pleafures too re- 
fined for humanity, too delicate te k'eep^ 
and too dear to lofe, without lofiog thtf cafte 
of life along with them.*— Yet I will ftill 
cherifh afFcftion for my children, who will 
•return it, not merely as J am their mother, 
,but becaufe the world has not corrupted 

them* 
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them.-— I Will cheri(h folicitude> bur it ihalf 

be for my poultry, whofe candour mil take 

all my attentions kindlyi without the learft 

fufpicion that they are to end in plundering 

and eating them. — Thrice happy fowlsi 

tirho neither reflcft nor . anticipate.— I too 

aid drawing near their enviable ftate, for the 

cDinftane buftle inter which I plunge from 

day break to midnighr, I^Kmts fenfibili^y, 

xibfcures memory, 4nd manacles/mventioA# 

— «»My rpeculacions do fomctime^ go bcycnd 

the kitchen,, but then it is only a& far as the 

.turnip field, which is my favorite province. 

.—•You. fee. I am linking fail to anirtiaUife i 

.ftrengtb will foon fail, an4 then I (halt 

merely vegetate. To protrad which ftupid 

.period 1 hope you. will now and then favour 

me with a letter.— I will ftop, for 

<* RenembrsDCe eomei witb all her bofy tratn. 
Swells St my heart, and tarni the pall to paio/' 

Adieu! 
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XETTER . LXXXU. . 

TO MkS. M." * 

J. HAD a Vciy kiiid;lcttcr from you feme 
^ttkrf^.^^lSdi it,v.as.Lfeclicvcry thiog, 
in ict &ll ibice aad^^xcenn^Ianftr^red ic 
from thf overfldwing of ray heart, in the 
JaDgoage of pure trudi.— ^t fear I Ihall ne- 
ver grow oldy in the true worldly (tnk, but 
^ie in a hurry foixie day, with all my fen* 
'Abilities in full expanfion* Yec i week's 
added age brought fo much caution and 
refledion with it as made ixie burn thi$,ef« 
fufion.*^! will take very good care not to 
rilk being fuppofed a flatterer* — I am fen« 
fible the glow of my affedlions^ and the ra« 
pidity of my , ideas might lead me to fay 

I ' too 
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too much on a fubjeft where I am deepifr 
intcrefted^ but thus far I am &fe«^— »I never 
j>raire aay one for i^irtues the perfon is not 
generally billowed td poi|efsi though I 
.might not think it neceflary to puhliih to 
the world where my friends were deficient 
-or blameable. — >But I am in a. fair way to 
>do weli, when I have already begun to di- 
jffxfs and «gocize.-^I congratulate you on- 
thc gleam of comfort which lights up the 
-declining day of your valuable friend Mrs. 
X)— -i^Pt whom I regard with a kind of- 
affcftionate reverewcc^- not entirely owing 
.10 her geniusy^or her virtue either, but that 
.Ihe has fome lingular notions in which I- 
have the honour to (hare^^-^that ihe regards 
©bjedls ■ with indifference that I think un- 
worthy attention, and admires^ where lad'^^ 
. mire..— Poor Ned M— — !— What an ho- 
nourable death was his, and how worthy of 
.his unfpptted life.— At firft fight, there is 
fomcthing very aggravating in feeing a va* 
luabic member of fociety fnatched away in 

15 the 
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the very aA of rifking his own life to iav^ 
another! — often, as in this cafe, from a 
pure motive of humanity/witbout any tie 
of previous afiedion. «— Yet in the courfe 
of my little reading and obfervatiopj tfab 
cafe has occurred fo often! that I am con** 
vinced they are fummoncd in the moment 
of glorious exertion> that they may be taken 
away from the evil to comt;, and efciapc the 
temptations that might degrade or fully 
virtue lb exalted.~-I knew a little of poor 
Ned*s father once, and pity him excced- 
ingly^-^fo I do Mrs. T., whom I like bet- 
ter than any one I know fo lietlcj becaufe (he 
is {o totally difinterefted. «~ She will fuffcr 
more than others, but (he will enjoy more. 
—It is a (hort ihifting fcene at bed ; thofe 
who live merely for thcmfclvcs will quit it 
as foon as thoTe'who live. for others, but 
they will have fewer plcaling ritrofpcfls, 
and leave Icfs regret behind tbem.«<«»It re* 
lievcs me to hear you give teftimony tt> 
the undiminilhed gratitude and attachm^t 

• X of 



^ 



w our departed friend^ and I have na 
doubt of your keeping facred a promifc fo 
Iblemnly afked and given, efpecialty as the 
objeds of it are not undeierving ot^ their 
own account,— What you fay of her con- 
ciuding firntiments is exa£Uy what I fhould 
cxped.-^Had it been otherwife I fhould 
have no faith or cruft in any thing human* 
«-^I 0iould indeed have been for ever haumed 
by the f^antocns of inconfifteocy and in^ 
finceriey ; though I ibould have had flM 
beftrconfoUtioii of leaving.no dmy unfuU 
fiUed^ with regard to thatvomch loved ob« 
je& of mf long {q)idcud(t* 
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LETTER LXXXIII. 

' TO MRS. M. 

» , ■ 

LAGGUM, NOT. I4| iSOQ* 
DEAR MADAMy 

1 HOPED to have &nt your goofe- to« 
day, but caniiot.*— He and che:Cwafabie 
cfaeefes^ liowever> wiU, I loruft, iboa find 
th^r way ; ^aod with th)eai» receiTc ap an« 
fwer to part of yotir bft letter.'— I have not 
yet feen R. to bear how well you look and 
how merry you are.— My mirth and ieauty, 
which he celebrates^ are not much increafed 
this fortnight^ but. thank God^ I am much 
better thefe two days.— What is beft^ the 
whirlpool -in my brain has in fome meafure 
fubfided*— Nay^ I find the reiapfe to calm 
(brrow, a relief from conftant perturbation, 
<* Tba/olas in tuireadh l^ Jith^ Ach cloaidb 



fwlh tmrfiJhUl doruin.**^^A& I (^aaotcurfc 
the evil habit of quotationj you (ee I hwt 
chaoged ground and taken flielter in anOi 
ther language i but Mr. M. will trtnflaCQ i^ 
ta ^^ try what tntnflaHtm can* what it can- 
iiot.'* — yet what can it, whcni&< cannot 
ir^nflaii. — This whimBcal parody is not 
ainmeantng, for the original is ftrbnger, and 
ibfter than the fenfe can be given in our 
hnQ»%t^ ^^ ^uireadh we muft have> bint 
Q jei it; '■ be tmreadb lefith l-r^ I inake jio 
.^^ube of what you f^y of our dear dejMHied 
irkad ftill hanging about your heart, and 
lun fure /be Will continue to^o ib '^whilfe 
jnemory holds her feat.*'— -If this ia your 
fafe^ amidft affiuenccj proljxrtty, and ra- 
jTiQvs ibcietyy j^dge what .muft be inine> ia 
the utter fecluiion to which 1 now. devott 
toy felf^«-*«in ^ place where feven years .refi^- 
^ence had naturalized and domefticatdd. her 
, lb much, i^at her image . makes a part of 
every fceric airound me. -^Though the agi«i 
tttsed fiatc of my mind has fsr. fbmc time 

iotcr- 
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lAternipted that kind of myftic intereourie 
•which fancy dolights to hold with the (buls 
'Of the departed, I gra]tify myfelf by paying 
41 kind of delicate homage to her 'memoryj 
in fliewing kindnefi to thofe (he lored^ and 
doing things that I thipk would pleafe her* 
•—The moft Toothing rt trofped I ever can 
have, is in recolkding the many cooverik* 
tions we have had' together upon tfiat aw« 
ful futurity, whioh fhe has only entered on 
a little btibre • us, being, perhaps, prema- 
turely ripened by a fucceflion of forrowa 
fuch as few experience. — My thoughts 
hover perpetually over the graven yet I 
truft in that infinite goodncfs which has 
hitherto fupported oie, that the glootny 
{xrofp^dt will be enlivened with fome rays 
f>f hope and confoiaucn. —- Speaking of 
thofe whom fh^ regarded, her old friend 
Mr. £■ i n, who is a finceri mourner, is 
returned from Sky, merciy^that he may 
die in this country i and, no doubt, that his 
bft' days may be fpent near chat once happy 

' cottage. 
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cottage, that vras a central refuge for af- 
fiidion before it was darkened by fuceedive 
forrows. »•«-.- I hope they' will» at 
ail events, refpeft themfelves, and prefer ve 
their own efteem. — It (ignifies little, when 
the (hort chapter doles, in what clais one 
has ftood : the great matter is to have been 
near the head of that clafs,— I would rather 
be the firft of pcafants^ than the laft df 
kingp } befides, the darker we' find our pro- 
fpe&s here, the more-diiigently we explore 
the light that leads, to heaven. — May that 
light (hine on you, and coofifort you, wheA 
all other comforts j&iK*— So wiflies 

Your friendf 
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LETTER liXXXIV. 

, TO MRS. M. 

tAGGANj FEB. a7»i8on 

MT DSAE MAJDAM, 

JL HAD Ac plearurei of receiving your 
letter^ and am glad you are fattsfkd with 
my ateempt topleafc you> howerer fhort 
•f nny wifbes or your expeflaticHis. *— To 
attempt eompofition under the reftraints of 
prud^ential refcrvesj bad healthy and worfc 
fpiritSi is, to ufe an elegant fimilej like run*^ 
ning a race in boots.— • Yet fuch races have 
been run, and fuch poems have been writ* 
ten.— If my fincere fympatby could in the 
Icaft alleviate — — *s. difordcr, (ke would 
feel the benefit of it eflfeftually. ..... 

I hope this will find her recovery complete % 
and that her efcape from fuch a melan* 

choly 



khaiy ini)i£lion will teach facr a }uft ^nlfii 
of the value flie oi^hc to fet on the manir 
jbieflings allotoed to her. «*^ It is by thefe 
clouds we are taught to rejoice in funfliiad 
*— I never fpeak of fuolfaiiie or dejedioot 
inricbout thinking gratefully of one remedy 
for de^ndency which I zm poiTefled of«-^ 
It is — ~- who goes conlUntly on iiloe thfe 
fun^ rejoicing in her courfe, acid cheert 
-every thing around her with the exuberance 
of her innate felicity. «-t Yet thougli' this 
creacurcj by opening the ?fources of kindi- 
nefi in every fouf ihe 4iasany thing to do 
- withi has contrived to dance through her 
few years of life without tailing the bic^ 
temefs of reproacii> or feeing the frowft of 
;dirpleafupey {he has compaflion for every 
one that fuffers* • . • -^ * * But how will 
thi& do when Ihe mixes with a cruel calkR« 
wortd ? -^ -i . . . >. • You are tir*d> and 
thbk tne ftUy; but do not c.oinplMiv for 
1 liaVe great confideraticm for you; and 
though I claim a fupcrior rank as the qoeen 

of 
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of dgotifts, yet in my royal clemency, I 
ftin rcfolvcd to remit co you a whole page 
which I bad Co write; about the budding 
.virtues^ and bloflbmbg grKes of the GU* 
Hiroy, of whom the worft chat can be faid 
is, chat chough a good child, he is noc quite 
4b good a fubjef^^ (or he payt no ibrc of Fe« 
ipeft to the proclanlation about chc fcarcity, 
iiuc «0ntimie$ Co eat a« much as two Mcora^. 
:*--Iam glad you fee .-~— fooftcn } be is ifv 
^ed a good man, and I highly efiecm him, 
4hough his merit is of a different kind from 
.chat which once formed che link of con* 
Acxipn between us^ — Digaity,, gracc/ and 
elegaoce^ fuch as illuftrated her virftues, 
.feldpm oocur» — Yet pl4n goodnefs Ihould 
always be reverenced 9S fucb«— ^ U is wroi^ 
in mc, yet 1 own I fed a little hurt at che 
novel predilcAion of thofe good peoplo-^ 
;I am fcnfible you and I ought to be verjr 
timorous in judging of others^ wh^ ar« {q 
much more diligent co lerve.God aodeur- 
Aire their own (alvation, than we are.— The 

fubtle 



fubcle peNading bias wliich creeps eveft 
into our devotion and beneficence^ Aggra#* \ 
vates our faults tnd degrades our virtue^f. 
— ^ Ic afiefts fingularity, br Bafiies into 
oftentSstionj wherever it appears. 






' Even here I may be ra(h. —J bavt no 

» 

cohiprebcnnTon of thofc wide doors that are 
thrown opea to every one $ their orthodox 
dodrine is truly that of our thurcb» though 
we may individually deviate from.it.— I fee 
with deep regrer, thecelcftial Hre oA:en 
LiBguilh on the altar^ but I would not for 
that rcafon carry it out to the threihold^ 
that all the winds of heaven might blow it 
into a conflagration. — Perhaps you do not 
know what I mean i but I know it myfelft 
- which is not alwaya the cafe on fuch occa« 
fions;^ beg you will take care of the in- 
clofed ; whatever its demerits may be/ ntt 
only the defer ved eulogium on our friehdt 
but the tender tribute to her amiable kin£- 

man* 



jfMn^ gives this tn$c conlequence with mer 
*-^^< Yec. they weir iit9pp]^> for they died 
.tGgcthcnf*— What have I not outlived I— 
It remai^ifor you to cheriih aqr cxbaufted 
mind. -«- Surely I fliall not outlive your 
kindnefs* 9^ I ihould. lament thgt for your 
«wo faktii 

Adieuf 



•« < . t 



^ 



I \ 



4 r <* - 



LETTER LXXXV. 



T9 MISS 0* 



. -• / 



LAGGAKi OCT. 30, I79r.» 

- « *'QU will net kt n»c, atoncj nor will I 
-g^e op sny.point»«— In i^te of your rail"- 
dory I infift thai the ties of blood bind 
«fironger» and the duties of relalioufhiip am 
-better underftood in the Highbnd^r than 
* . any 



any where clfc.'— I by no itieans eitcept the' 
low country of Stdtknd.— *This'tOo is not* 
a reflcdtcd moral fenfe of daty^, but the 
mere eflfeft of honefl: habits and falutary' 
prejudices,— -'Tis a fingular inftancc of the 
Almighty*8 goodnefs, that in thefe poor^ 
barren countries, from whicli he: has with- 
held fo many of the bleftings he beftows 
on otheri, — that the few who poflcfs any 
portion of wealth Ihould be fticnulated by^ 
thofe kindly propehfities to diffufe it among 
their remote relations.— Thefe Iaft| befides' 
the habitual pride and indolence^ attending 
ihiagincd high birth, have not from educa* 
cion or fituation^ the means of procuring a 
livelihood, as in^ weakhy and commercial 
countries,— This no doubt forms- no plea* 
{ant chain of dependenccj but in this as in' 
many other inftances, 

«« ^hat haffier natures. ihrlok at witli affrightic 
The hard inhabitants contend is right." 



Though '\ appkad .this icvereace for 
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dredf I do not beocfit bjr it ; but, on the 
cooCMrjr, ihough I regard my neighbours 
with the ucmoft eftecm and good will^ I 
cannot give away any thing To precious as 
friendfiiip to any one who after all would 
prefer the moft infignificant of her third 
COuGns to me.— Believe me, my children, 
though prepared to love and admire you, 
are neither taught to exped a beauty, wit, 
or fine lady; but one who has no fmall 
merit in difclaiming pretentions to all thofe 
envied charadlers^ and aflbciating, by a 
rare combination, fofcnefs of manners with 
ilrength of tnind,— vivacity with rcfle&ion,, 
•—and that common ufeful fenfe, which 
hourly difcerns the proper and expedient 
in ordinary life, with that delicacy of per- 
ception which apprehends and taftes all that 
enlightens the underllanding, and enlarges 
the heart, in knowledge or fenriment.— 1(^ 
as you (ay, no wandering rivulet renovatts 
your powers, you are furely like the ]Lee« 
ward lilands, vifited by frequent -water* 
.4 ipouts. 



/ 



( »9« ) 

IpoutSy that is^ infpirations, that fertilize 
your intcllcAs.-— I certainly have an ample' 
ciftern which retains all I acquire; — this 
common obfervers miftake for. a fountain. 
Tell Mifs M» I love her as well as one 
can love a rival.*— Mr. G» lends you hit 
benedi&ion, and rejoices to think your 
portlf figure will do credit to his houfe« 
peeping, though I (hould ftill Jament my 
leanncfs. ' " ' ^ 

Adieu, deareft, f 
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LETTER LXXXVr, 

* 
f 

TO MI$S O. 

Slice AN, KOr. I^ X'?^!* 

OU cannot coiice^yc, indeed ycm can« 
iiott how reviving jhe cordial warmth of 
your laft lettei! «Las co my drooping hearty 
•-*a heart from which all the cares and all 
tlie tendernefles arifing out of a family, (b 
large, (b helplefsj to loving and beloved, 
cannot exclude you. •— For the years I 
thought you dead^ and when you were dead 
to me, your image would very often recur 
with a ibort quick pang, like that which 
now accompanies the angelic form of my 
dear loft Petrina, when it beams acrofs my 
fancy i for indeed I do not fit down to 
grieve, but endeavour to pay the beft tri- 
bute to her memory, by a fedulous. dif«* 

charge. 
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charge of my various * and complicated 
duties CO thofe who loved her fo tenderly 
while fli5 was lent to us. — ^I chink of every 
rhihg I fee with a reference to tjow you 
win liice ir^— I fooliflily think chat you will 
be as much pleafcd as I am at all the bud- 
ding virtues and graces with which my fan- 
^uine fancy decorates my children ; lird<* 
conlidcring that from the external elegance 
to which you havt been accuftomed, they' 
inuft at bell appear to you, at'firfli a parcel 
of awkward cubs; unformed a'nd overgrown. 
The culture of the heart ts our great ob- 
jcxfl.— We let the acquifition of knowledge, 
manners, &c. go on piartoyWl we make fure 
of the main point. — Where the natural 
tamper is mild and generous, and theirs 
appears very much fo, deep impreffions of 
integrity and early habits of benevolence, 
inuft communicAie to the manners the un- 
onftrained air of open reflitudt, and that 
animated foftnefs which a difinrerefled wi(h 
CO pleafe aiway^ produces. — Indeed we 
VOL. II. K have 
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have few auaiim : oac of thofi; few is> that 
ic is caficr to be than to feeip# 

She inquired about you of her brother^ 
who fpoke fo highly of youj that (he was 
quite delighte^ with the thoughts of mak* 
ing fuch an addition to the ftock pf living 
merit encircled by her perfonal knowledge, 
and pleafes herfelf with the thoughts of 
bringing y^ou. here herfelf, and fetdog you 
down ^t our little gate, where flie hopes' to 
meet — yet another white crow, to exprels 
it elegandy«~'There is nothing like con«t 
eluding a petiod fublimelyj.yet I Ihpuld 
not conclude without telling you -that Mr« 
M. is a man worth takfng a journey, to fee, 

not of adive benevolence only,, but of rj&ft* 

« 

lei^ impetuous benevolence.— I will teach 
you to venerate him at more kifure, hav« 
ing now no time to dohim juftice* - j- - - 
-. - T - - I will np more wander into die 
maze of pqlitics^ being fufficiemly . occu« 
pied with the care of our limited (very li- 

mited) 
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riiitcd) monarchy at home, in wKicH I pai^* 
tfcipate, by turns, the Icgifladve and cxcco* * 
tivie powers, and though I never aim at 
delpotlfm, try to keep firm to my. Veto.— 
Our tumuks in the north appear aggravated 
and formidaMc to you in London, which^ 
is the region of political panics.— Honeft 
John Bull id very' liable to the vapours,' 
and the ftocks, ' 

\ V Torn &t th« touch of joy or woe,- 

But turning tremble too ;'* , ' 

of which thofe who live bf feeling their 
piilfe,'.take rhc advantage, — The only caufc. 
of complaint in Scotland iir the rage for ; 
Iheep farming.— -The families removed on 
that account, a/e often as numerous as our 
own i the poor people have neither lan- 
guage, money, nor education, to pu(h their 
way any where elfe j— though they often 
poflefs feelings and principles that might 
almoft refcuc human nature from the re- 
proach that falfc philofophy, and falfe re- 

K 2 fincmcnt 
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fineroent have brought upon ic-^-Tbougfi 
the poor Rofsfliire people were drivea 
to dcfperation> thty even then afted un- 
der a (enfe of redicude, touched no pro- 
pertyi and injured no creature. — As for the 
roobs in towns, they are aiere ebullitions of 
ignorance and wantonnefs in a people who 
were never (o rich before, and to whom 
wealth and freedom are fuch noVeities, that 
they know not the true ufe nor bounds of 
either.— I got your letters regularly from 
the q\iarter»deck, and wrote you bjr the 
Fingalian cover. — Telt Mifs M. I fcfp^A 
her for her own fake, and k>ve her for 
yours.— 

Adieu ! my deareft N. 
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LETTER LXXXVil. 

TO MISS O. 

hkGGAVp AFRXL 2* T^9^* 
MT DEAR y&lEMP^ 

A KNOW It will give you concern to 

-iiear that tny (ilcnce for mod part of this 

t'^iDKr, was owing CO illncfs*— This, chough 

not ckrigerbui or alarming) was of fuch a 

nature as to throw the moil opprcfllve 

gloom upon my fpints»«-^I am none of chofe 

querulous beings who delight in brooding 

over evilsj and opprefllng their friends with 

all > that troubles them. -^^ That fanguine 

turn of mind which you early remarked in 

me, has accoiDpanied me through all the 

viciffitudes of health and (ickncfsi all the 

quick (hifcing fcencs of joy and forrow that 

'c occupied the intervening period.— I 
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have ofcen^ as now^ waited months for an 
interval of health and cheerfulnelsj to vifit 
an abfent friend with the breathings of a 
tnind.in fome degree compofed and cheer* 
fijl.— Since I have fet out {o hopefully with 
egotifm, I will e'en give you the detail of 
my winter's confinement^ and have done 
withit<<^A)LinytraQlaftions» nay, my very 
ideas, are fo blended and inter wovttf widi 
(the de^r ^ranches that {pt6^t ^nd depcqd 
irom me, that, you muft exitend the tolerar 
tion of friendHxip beyond its vOj^ bo4i|i49, 
jl^efor^ you <;an trqly r^liib my. corrcipoo- 
^jence.-r^You mufl not only indulge egQtifm 
4n |the fir ft perfoit^ but. you muft have pa* 
dence with egt^tifm , once removed, ^^uid 
j^s^l mfi fpeak of my childrien as diffuiely 
^ J do of myfclL-rDid I evcrr tell yew of 
^a/ipther daughter I have^ who>. though qoe 
bori) to me, is as dear^ and has coft me 
»much dearer, than any of the reft.— This 
daughter of my afFcdion is called ■ ; •' > ■ ■ ^ 
flxc is nearly rejaccd to.Mn Q.| was kft 

motbcrlefs 
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mothcrlefs in her tenth year ---••- 

\ have not at prefent^ I feel I have not 

fpif its or refolution to go through the de« 

tail I meant.— Yet if 1 could^ it would do 

Tuore than amufe, it w6ukl deeply inte^ft 

and affeA you.— When fhe found a tern* 

porary home in our family, I had the |Jea* 

Aire to obferve, that though in a greiat 

meafbre ncgle6l^ed and uncultivated, (he 

poflefTed a ftrength of intellef^, a purity 

of fentiment and re6litude of principle, that 

Afforded the beft foundktion for the em** 

t)elli(hments which inftrudtion might add 

to the rich gifts of nature.-i-It.was evident 

that this difpofition would Vichly reward the 

labour of any one who (hould, by a little 

culture, unfold the beauties of a mind, 

. i^hich, though untainted with vice and xxa^ 

debafed by folly, had been fo clouded by 

fcclufion, and fa ihut up by refcrve, that 

it required fomc penetration to difcover of 

what it was capable. 

> • * • ^# • « « 

K,4 My 
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Mf very friends were all agisiinft mc; 
they were fore tny anxious tendernefs for 
this iitniable fufierer^ and the trouble I 
Ihould take about her, would be a freih 
foyrce of painful (b)icitude to a mind al« 
ready enfeebled with many cares.— ^IBut I 
was refolute. ~ Why (bould I renew my 
own forrowsy by telling you what diificut- 
ties, and embarraflmenrs, attended the out- 
fet of. iT^y plan^ what weeding and pruning 
I had to go. through, and how I facrifi'ced 
every thing to the one favorite objedl of 
making this child of forrow appear to the 
world that lovely and eftimabje x>bje£t for 
which nature defigncd her* — I will rather 
invite your gratulation by celling you how 
amply my cares have been repaid, and how 
richly her warm gratitude, her rapid im- 
prokcmtnt, and the juftice which even the 
ffrlBfl) world now does to her diftinguifhed 
mrfit, have recompenfed me for all I have 
done and Ibffrrcd. ------- She has 

fptnt the viwo laft wintcjrs in town, where 

(he 
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(he is very much admired and carcflcd,— 
The ether feafons (he paffcs with us, and 
is- as fcduloos in her endeavours to (hare 
and foften the many cares inridcnc to mf 
large family, and btjflKng manner of liic, 
as the mod dutiful chiH couKi pofTibly be, 
-^I find her now^ moft pleafing and ra- 
tional companion/poflcflcd of genuine fen- 
ttmcnt without romantic extravagance.---'' 
She joins, to the open- and generous fpirit 
of youth, that depth and foKdlty of refht:- 
Cion which is the natural rcTult of early af* 
flrdlidn in a ft rang and wcH principhect 
fnind.-i-She is admired for beamy m^ore by 
others than by me. — Btk (he confclTcdly 
excels in^ grace and clcgWnce*— *Her coun^^ 
tenance is, certainly- moft (rnguhrVy irrrcrcft- 
ing f ar;d her manner, her air, her figure, 
and her motions, have all a mingled fofc* 
ncfs and dignity peculiar to herfcif, — My 
eWeft daughter lives conftantly with my 
father and mother^ who are very happy ia 
their new cftahlifbment.-— She fhews a cafte^ 

K ^ for 



for ktlcrs, and a retentive memory.— ^Her 
temper is even and phcid. — I have her 
bere juflt now,, and propole fending her to 
town, where I hope (he will not only de- 
rive bene fie from the fchooU ibe is to at* 
tend» but from the fociety and example of 
a lady of genuine worth, an old and true, 
friend of mine, with whom fhe is c^relide.. 
•--By all that is fweet in fympatby, t>r fa^ 
cred in fricndlhip^ I conjure you to write 

^before your heart cools, after perufing thi» 
defuitory fcrolU— Should my pre Tent indif-^ 
poGdon terminate fatally^ it will be the laft 
inftance of long -tried love and truth* — Mr, 

" G* infifts on being crowded in*-— Accept 
his regards, and believe I (hail be to the laft 
hpur of recoUcftion, yours, &c* 

Yet could I invite you to (hare in the 
perfe&ion of rural elegance ^ ^uld I fend 
n^y carriage for you, &c. &c. with what 
eager importunity would I ui^e you.— You. 

muft 
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muft allow I have been very modeft onth& 
r&bje6t; the favor coining fe entirely fron» 
your fide/ nukftfi k iar oiore pleafing t(> 
look forward to, than if I had urged you to* 
teke a journey ib fatiguing, and (hare ac^ 
commodation To unlike what youhave been 
lafed to»-*-The conCcioufneia of all this ha% 
made me mention my very wiflies. on thd 
fufajeA with fear and trembling* - - - - - 
One text more and I have done on the filb-^ 
jcd.— We all know him t& be the man of 
wifdom, bot you -^uft alfo altew him to* 
be a man of feeling who faid, " Hope de- 
ferred makes the heart fick."^ — You gratify 
fne beyond expreflion by your ideas, fo 
different from ihofc of the rtft of the worlds 
and fo conibnant Co my own^ regarding the 
viewfr and notions with which I ought to» 
Infpire nVy children.— On a fubje<9i which 
thrills through the deepcft x;ecei£:&o( (he 
bear t> and awakens all the ardour of emhu*^ 
&afm» to4ind in a kindred bofom the ims|g^ 
•f our awn refiedtions and fenfations^ af*^ 

il6 fordfr 



( 404 ) 

fords a plfafure like that of heanng cin« 
^xpededly the fwcctcft mufic in perfect 
iKiifon with the awakened fcnfibility of the 
ihomcnr,'— Soon may you fee thofe ciiil- 
^ren whoro I have bren endeavo^ring^ to- 
traia to the extrrcife of humble and pacienc 
irirtue.— You will fee> thai like the Lap- 
hi)der9> 

•• They tore tlicrr nrountainSf ancT enjoy their Horirs ^ 
No falfe deiires, no pride-created wants*^ 
DiftUrb Ibe peaceful current of their timeV 

• •••'»#% 

Our qjiinncr of Hving here is in feme df 
grec patriarchal. — The large family of arr«- 
Irfs primitive people we are obliged to 
keep abow, and the number of our chil- 
dren^ who look up to ii» as the only objcft 
of love and veneration-, occaGon our lives 
to be ff>ent in alternate afts of power and 
beneficence.— ^Now what more have kingsy 
but trappings and pageantry.— When fliall 
r bear of your appearing at the bar of the 
national aiTcmbiy) co claim the rights you 

inherit 
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inherit as reprefenucive of the eldeft branch 
of your family, for fo yon feein entitled ta 
do by their late Trberal edidts*— Pray has 
Mfs M. caught the Gallomania? Yet its in« 
feet ion fpreads widely.— Farewell, heartily^ 
a» the king fays* 



LETTER LXXXVIIf. "^ 

TO MISS OW 

cfORGfe's sqfiJARE, iioy. 25> 179J- 

Y OU may well imagine wich what joy 
and gratiruic we received both your let- 
ters. -^ That from London aftoni(hed a» 
well as delighted us all, for I received it 
at Duncbatc^n.— From the rapidity of your 
' journey> and the high health and fpirits in 
which you concluded it> we have been 
flattering ourfelvcs, that ootwitbilanding 
aU the cold> hunger^ and fatigue which you 

were 
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were expofed to in ybur northern excur* 
(ion, it bas^ after ail, been no y^zy pre- 
judicial in the nixain point, as to your heakh.^ 
•*-! think with Uvtljr pieafure that wheo 
you look back on this, grand effort of hqroie 
friindfhip^ it will not be with regret.-^ 
When you review your labour of love, and 
think of the .pieafure you. have afforded^ 
the benefits you conferred, and the grati- 
tude ^nd admiration you have excited, — the 
cftcem and aSedio'n which you have con- 
ciliated, and the warmth and innocence of 
the hearts which you have made your own» 
win nor 

" Remembrance fwelf 

With many a proof of recglkfled Iotc,"" 

and your eyes fill, a^ mine do at this mo- 
ment ? — from what I hope I may venture 
to call *« A virtuous pang." I am^ forrjr 
your hafty midnight fummons proved fa 
darming to Mrs. M.-»l ihould have beea 
plealed to have had it in my power more 
•ffedually to prove my fenfe of her atten- 

tioft 
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tion to mf children, not to ipentioA mjf 
favcrcign lord, — Has the dignified mien 
aod powdered head of your quondam part-* 
ncr never obtruded itfclf on your recoUeor 
tion fince youpaft 

** The filycr 'fweed's irremeable waves f** 

Here comes a letter from Charlotte, a parai* 
graph of' which I flialKtranfcribe for your fo!« 
emolument, verbatim et literatim* — This 
tattle fills up my paper, and will exclude the 
juftice I ought to do to the regret that foU 
lowed your departure here. — When I told 
Lady C. you faid you would like to refide ini 
fuch a place, {he was charmed, and faid no-* 
thing would have gratified her fo much as 
your being prevailed onto ftay the winter,— ♦ 
and. that you might well have deferred yout 
important bufine is tilt fpring, I was obliged^ 
in my pwn vindication, to reprefent in tho 
. ftrongeft mannei', the ties that hoki you to 
your* ineftimabk friend*— They thought I , 
had been very flack in urging you to ftayt 

longer 
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longer hcri?, which was a thing I really hacf 
not the imprudence to think of.-— I diverted 
our friend hrghly by telling her of my pre- 
fumptuous inquiry, and your blunt anfwer 
about whom you liked beft.— She faid mjr 
confidence in trying to violate prior rights 
was fomething of a piece with Moll Whan* 
gle's emulating an equality with Dicky •«-<» 
Oh Monday I came into George*s Square^ 
where I have been much gratified by the 
attention of a fueccffion of old friends, whp 
called or fent in fiicceflion, and met me 
with undiminrfhed kindnefs. -^ Thurfday 
LadyC wrote in for me.— I went out to 
dine, but was fo miKrh indifpofcd, that I 
was glad to (lay till Monday,— -You can't 
think how my dear B/s charafttr rifcs i^orr 
me fince I have refidcd in her houfe, — Her 
watchful affiduity to do every thing thac 
could pleafe or gratify,, not me only^ but 
every one conneAed with me,^ fhews a heart 
lb capable of friendfliip.— Her bebaviour 
ki *certaia very trying eircumltanccs is fa 

cxalted> 
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exalted, fo difintcrcftcdi would that you 
but knew her as 1 do, that you might (hare 
the pleafure of feeing how lovely uncon- 
fcious excellence i?^ drcfled in. the plain 
attire of meek fimplicity. ^^ God increafe 
my thankfulnefs,— Sure never had any one 
friends fo kind, and fo worthy.— It is to you 
I owe, that I may add a name very dear to 
you, to that proud lift.— Thoigh I pofiefTed 
wealth and fpiendour, I think they would 
add little to my ' pridi?, for I ftiould con* 
fidtr myfelf as holdii^ thcfe advantages 
in common with mrany unworthy people i 
but what reptile, what fycophant or diflfcm* 
bier, was ever a party in the bond of love, 
Aifrith fo much truth and goodnefs as 1 
proudly recognize among my friends ?««— I 
have three letters from Mr. G* hurrying 
me home^ but I could iind occupation here 
for months* 

Adieu I 



\ 
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LETTER LXXXIX, 
ro Mfss o» 

GLASGOW, JAN. 2| 17j^4. 

JL AM ' &r from MBputing negled to you 
after your two fpiriccd efforts from F - ■■ * 
Jmdge and London, and the other very 
pfeaiing teftitnonies of attention to my 
dtuir* friends at Laggsn, of which I beard 
as thciy .paffed through the town.-rAfter 
this elegant exordinnit with which you mud 
be greatly edified^ it remains for me to ac«^ 
count for ftaying fo long here^ contrary to 
my mate^ tender injnndion and your tn* 
freaties.-^Firft then^ my father has been 
very ill,, and had I been much* inclined^ 
which Lhonedly conrefs was not the cafe^ 
I could not, till now, have thought of re-^ 
turning.-— Then I have not put B. to fchool^ 

or 



or doae h^lf whi(t I nitaQt.«r-I havfc it<Q 
Mary,W<x>l(lcmecfQft*s!book'i nrliich is fo 
/un afier hercj that ihere is no k£e{»ng it 
long enough to read it leifurely, though 
one had leifure.^--Ic has produced no other 
convtdion ih my mind, but that of the 
author^si poiTelEng conGderable abilities and 
greatly mifapplying them.— To refute her 
arguoicnts would. be to write another aod^ 
a larger book;-?-Cor there is more: pasna 
and ikill reqiured to refute iU?fi>unded a& 
ferjcioQs> than to make thexn* — Nothang^caA^ 
H^e more fpecious and piau&Ue» fornochiog 
can delight Miffk^ . more than, to tell them 
they are aa wifib as their mafters^-r^Though 
9fter all they will in every emerj^ncybe 
like TrinculpjQ t^e, ftiitm^ when he. crept 
M^ei; Calib4n'sng<bcrdlne;for iheltier.ir?! 
con6der this work as every way dahgerouib 
*^iFii:{|^ becaufe the auithor to ctmfidcrabk 
powers adds fecjingf* and I dare fay ade* 
grce of rcilitudq qf intention^-^She fpeaks 
froni <joi>vi(aioa oa .hisr own part, and has 
I . " completely 
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completely tmpofed on herfelf before (Kt 
attemptt to mtflead you. -^ Then becaufc 
ih« fpeaks in fuch a fti;idn of feemlng piety ^ 
and quotes fcripcure in a manner fo ap« 
pltcable and emphatic, that youi^re thrown 
off your guardj and furprifed into partial 
acqutefcencc, before you obferve that the 
deduAion to be drawn from her poGcion, 
is in direA concradi&ion, not only to fcrip* 
tore reafon, the cdrmnon (enle and unn 
serial cuftom of the world« but even to 
pares of her own fyftem, and many of her 
own aflenions.«-«Soaie women of a good 
ciapacity, mth the advantage of fuperiour 
education, have no doubt a&ed and rea« 
Ibned more confequentiaUy aiid judicioufly 
than fome weak men ;(but take the whole 
it% through, this feldom- happens y) and 
were the principal departments^ where 
ftrong thinking and ading becomes necef* 
fary, allotted to females^ it would evidently 
happen fo much the more rarely, that there 
would be Iktie room for triumph, and lefs 

for 
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fbr inverting the comniofi order of thingSjj 
to give room for the exercife of female in« 
telle^, — It fometimcs happens too, efpc* 
ciatly in our climate, that a gloomy, difmaV 
winter day, when all without and within is 
comfortteis, is fucceeded by a beautiful 
ftarlight evenihg, embeUiihed- with aurora 
borealis, as quick, as fpkndid, and as tran* 
(ienr, as the play of the brighteft female 
imagination :«-of thefe bad days fucceeded 
by good nights, there may, perhaps^ be a 
•dozen in the feafoo.«— — *What (hould we 
think of a projeflor that to enjoy the bene* 
fit of the one, and aroid the oppreflion of 
the other, fhould infift that people (hould 
ileep all day and woric all night, the whole 
year round,-^I think the great advantage 
that women, taken upon the whole, have 
o^er men, is, that they are more gentle, 
benevolent^ and virtuou^.Q-- Much of this 
only ibpcriority they owe to living fccurc - 
and prote£led in the fliade.^Let them loofe 
to go impudently through all the juftHng! 
a paths 
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pfttks of pcrficicft and bufkiefij and they v^tll 
eocouncer all the f:orruptiofls that men are 
ibbjeft tOj without the fame powers either 
pf refinance or retx>very i for the delicacy 
f^ the fetnak mind is like other fine things i 
in attenapting to tuk out i ttzin, you deftroy 
the texture.*—! am forry to tell you in a 
very l&tv ^ti/per, that this intellefiual 
equality that the Mifles make fuch a rout 
aboutj. has np real exiftence%.«<— The ladies 
of talents would not f^^ 1 So overburdened, 
and at a lofs.whair to do with tbeoi^ if they. 
wtft not. quite .out of the common courie 
of ^hings» «— M^ry W» and fome othei^, 
put me in mind of a kitten we had laft 
winrer^ whoi finding a fmall ^a-pot with- 
out a lidf -put in its h^d^ bqc not finding, 
it fp eafy to tajkf it out again, ihf broke, 
the pot in thfi ftruggle; her head however 
Qill. remained.^ iiL the opening, and ihe re- 
tained as nyich of thf broken ucenfii rpund, 
hor necky ^s m^de a kind of;tt>oveable 
pillory .-"-She ran about the houfe in >alarm 
.. i ana 
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and .ailowihmeac.^ >— > She did- not know 
ivbidC W93 the matcer ^ felt flie. was not like - 
Other cats^ but had acquired a greater . 
power of making difturbance^ which ihe ^ 
was refolved to ufe to the very utmoft^ 
and fa would neither be quiet herfelf, or 
fuffer any one elfe to remain ib.'-^IJeav^.^ 
the application to you. *-« Qur powers are^ 
extremely well adapted to fhc purpples for 
\^hich the]^ are intended ; and. if now and ^ 
then, faculties of a fuperior, or^^i^are ibe- 
ilovved upon us, they top ace, no dpubt^. 
giveo for. good and wife purpofeSj aodwe 
have as gopd a right to ufe them as a lin« 
net has to fxng ; but this fo feldom.happei^s^ 
and it is pf fo little cojafequence whether it. 
happens or notj^ diat there is no reafon why^. 
fcripture^ cuftom^and nature^ ihould be fee/ 
at defiance, to f<;t ,up a fyftem of educa- 
tlon for qualifyingj^ wx)mcn to_aft . pafts^ ^ 
which Providence 4ias not afljgned tp th^.^ 
fex.<~Where a v^op^^a has thofe .fup^^ioi; 
powers of mind to wb^ch we give. the 'pame . 

" 'of 



of gcnhjs, flic will exert them under all 
di fad vantages : truly, fays Jean Jacques, 
genius will -educate itfelf, and Hke fiame^ 
burft through all obftruftions.-^Ccrtainly 
in the prefent ftate of fociety, when know- 
ledge is fo very attainable, a ftrong and 
vigorous intelleft may foon find its levtK 
—Creating hot-beds for female genius, is 
merely another way of forcing exotic pro- 
duftions, which, after all, are mere luxuries 
iddiffcreht in their kind, and coft more 
time and expencc than they are worth.—— 
As to fuperiority of mental powers, Mrs, 
W. is doubtlefs the emprefs of female phi« 
Idfophers j yet what has flie done for phi- 
lofophy, or for the fex, after all, but clqfed 
a xlitch, to open a gulph ? — There is a 
degree of bbldnefs.in her conceptions, dnd 
mafculine energy in her ftile, that is very 
smpofing. — There is a gloomy grandeur 
in her imagination, while (he explores the 
regions of tn telle ft without chart or com- 
pifs> which gives one the idea of genius 

wandering 
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waftdertng through chaos j — yet her coa^ 
tinual relf*contradi£tionj and quotbg with 
fuch feeming revercnGC, that very Scripture 
Qii€ of whofe firfl: and clearefL principles it 
is the avowed oij^eft of her work to con« 
trovert. — Her confidering religion as an 
Adjun£t to virtue, fo far> and no farther 
than fuits her hypothecs ; and taking up 
and laying down revelation with the fame 
facility^ make me chink of a line in an old 
long, 

^* One foot On fea and one on (hore^ 
.To one thing conftant never." 

What, as I faid before, has fhc done?— 
fliewed us all the mifcries of our eondidon, 
*— robbed us of the only fure remedy for 
the evils of lifie, the fare hope of a blcffcd 
immortality, and left for our comfort the 
rudiments of crude unfinifhed fyftems, that 
crumble to nothing whehevcr you begin to 
cxam^ine the materials, of which they are 
conftrufted. — Gome, let us for a mdment 
(hut the bible and liften to Mary ^ let u$ 
YOU II. L fuppofe 
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fuppofc intcllcta equally divided bctwecfl 
the fcxcs.-TWc may deceive tbt under* 
ftanding, but it would be a very bold effort 
of fophiftry to attempt to ioipofc on the 
fcnfts.^— We know too well that our ima- 
ginations are more awake, our fcnfes more 
acutCj our feelings more delicate, than thole 
of our iyrmts. — Say then we arc other- 
wife equaU — Thefc qualities or defefls 

I would ftill leave the advantage oxr their 
fide J we fliould much oftcner rcfolvc and 
aft before we called reafon to couhfel, than 
they would. — Be fides, I fore fee that the 
balance will go in tbe old faftiioned way at 
laft, if Mary carries her point.— When th^ 
defircd revolution is brought about, in' the 
firft national council, will not the moft fan- 
guine advocates ofequality be fatisfied with 
having an equal number of each fcx eledk* 
cd ?— Now I forcfee that when this is^done, 
as-oirl$, or very old women, will not be 

• eligible for the duties of kgiflauon, and 
mothers have certainly a greater ftake in 

the 
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che common^esich, that a third of the fc* 
inale members will be lytng-in, recovering, 
jor.niirfing.— For ypu can never admit the 
idea q6 a female philofbphery giving her 
ohild to be nurfcd. — Whatever other 

-changes may be- found proper, I hope they 
will retain the wool-facks in the upper 
hoafe, and add fome more.-^The .mem- 
brciies of courfe will bring their infants 
into the houfe ; this will interrupt no de^ 
bate, for children that fuck in philofophy 
with their milk, will not cry like the vul« 
gar brats under the old regime, but they 
may poiTibly fleep durixig a long debate, and 
then the wool-lacks will be very convc-^ 
niem to lay them upon.— —There is no 
end either of reafoning or ridicule on tFiis 
tTuly ridiculous fubjcd, — If the powers of 
a very fuperior female mi^d prove fo in- 
adequate to its own purpofcs, when thus 
abfiirdly €xcrtcd,i what becomes of thofc 
who adopt her vanity and fcepticifm with-' 

- QUI her knowledge and genius to iupport 

L 2 ctiem ? 
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them?— —To conclude, I fee Ws a great 
tuftom DOW for people to dabble ^in fcep- 
ticifm and fpeculative inrtptety, kt^eping aH 
the Mobile a flight hold of their original 
principles, that they may return when they 
pleafe, as if thus far and no farther belonged 
to finite natures,— Yet thefe very peopfe 
would be very unhappy if they few their 
young children going out of their depth 
into a current^ tiiufting to a flight Kold of 
a twig on the brink, though the worft that 
could happen in this latter cafe were only 
drowning,*— —In fa£l the bible is, or is not, 
the charter of our falvation,— It is hecef- 
fary^both for our peace of niind and con- 
fiftency of condud, that we Chouid either 
believe or not believe it. — CThe nature of 
the fubjeft admits no waycring 5— -it is all 
true, or all falfc. ^ Let us then ferioufiy 
regard the moft important objcft that' can 
ever be prcfented to our view. — * Thefe 
truths muft be either wedded or renounced. 
—If we mingle daring innovations arni un- 
warranted 
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warrfanted prafflices with a feeble and du-^ 
bioqs belief, haunted with pungent remorfe 
or gloomy uncertainty, we (hall not even 
enjoy the fieeting day that is pafling front 
us. — Let us then grafp hard our principles^ 
or let them go > — as the reformers manage^ 
they have the fears- without the hopes that 
religion infpires*. — Let us at any rate, in 
thefci important trontems, be guided by the 
common fcnfe that direiftjs us in ordinary 
bargains.*— Let us examine well what we 
ace to get^ befme we pan with what we 
have%-— My poor brains ayvid never fup* 
port the rotation of opiniqins which feemi 
XQ delight fome peopU; here^T^Tbey remind^ 
one of Hot(pur when ,he talkSc of Uxing in, 
9 windau]l.«^.What a pleafrng tranfition i 
am: about to make from thofe who believct 
^o Yitthy to thofe who believe rather too. 
ioiuchv f^ With what delight and reverence 
I fhall liften to dear Moomc*s awe compel-* 
Sng tales^ after all this. f;ir.ragOk— ^Adieul— ^ 

L 3 may 
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may you reap the fruits of ftcady principle, 
and confiftcnt conduct, both here and here- 
after. " 

Farewclj kindly. 



LETTER XC; 



TO MISS 0. 



' DUMCHATTAMi JAM* 5^ 1 794. 
MY DBaRfilT FAIBKDy . 

I AM afhamed of dating another letter 
^ora hence, but I am juft preparing for 
my departure } yet cannot think, though 
r am indifpofcd and much hurrjed, of 
lediving this place without acknowledging 
your letter :•— though I do by no nic:ans 
intend this as an anfwer to it. — I Ihall folate 
my^folitudc on the road, however, by 
jbiirnaliztng for your amufemcnt. I will- 

tranfmit 
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tranfmit the copies you mention ; thougli 
nothing but a ftrong incercll in the Writer, 
can fupport any one's patience in going 
through them.— They are all cffufions of 
the motpenr, and relate to fome particular 
imprefiion which was llrong on my mind 
at the time ; or to fome ludicrous incident 
or charafter, the humour of which was fo 
local and temporary that it would evapo- 
rate in the explanation — Such as they are, 
they may arnu(c Mifs M. and prcfcrve in 
your mind, fome memorial of what your 
friend was before care or folicitude had 
burdened ber mind^ or contra£tcd her 
heart ; 

. «* Wbcft yooth^s free fpirit, ionoceotly giy* 
Enjoy'd che mod that innocence could give*" 

Pofitively not one word of myfclf ftiall I 
&y till I difcover, through a cloud of 
mountain mift^ or peat fmoke> the benig* 
nant vifage of my lord and mailer. Then, 
indeed, you may look for a volume of 
retrofpcftions. I will not grieve your 
geotle fpirit, by telling you how impatient 

L 4 ' Mr* 
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Mr. G. IS for my return, left your wratK 
fliould be kindled, as his is already. 

Your remembrance fo particular of the 
children is very kind indeed ; yet how can 
you embitter all this tendernefs, by adding 
the painful prcdiftion, that you will never 
fee thcln more ?-^You would fparc mc 
that idea, if you felt it as I do. I derive alt 
confrqucnce from your generous fricnd- 
fhip, and the heroic proof you have given of 
it ; yet you would draw an infcrutablc veil 
betwixt us. The preference you have dc- 
dared for your Louifa is mod obvious; 
' but I am a good creature after all, who can 
not only forgive the preference, but love 
the preferee.—— Being refolved to have a 
glimpfe of you, through other people's eyes 
at leaft, I have deputed the Rev. Mr. H., 
of Edinburgh to behold you, for my fole 
comfort and delight. — Be furc to be at 
home when he calls, for lo,.he was one of 
the companions of my youth. 

^dieu^eniierl^ I 
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LETTER XCnV. 

TQ MRS. F-«^Ri 

(Formerly miss o-) 

MY DEAREST FRIEMI^ 

X HAD your kind welcotoe kttcf frpiii 
Good a me r« ie couric ; and jiou would 
f^ink your attcntioa. wdl t^eftqwQd/ ifyou' 
were prafcnt^ invifiblcj^ tq fee tbe^ joy and 
pride the whole U^mWy deriy/ediroQ) yoac 
ceaiembrance.-—! ^na charmed to find the 
Gbliviou& matrimonial gulph ^asnot fwaU 
lowed up tilt image of your old unaltered 
friend.-^ After afcribing abuadant merit tQ 
youy I begin to cake a little to mylielf foe 
holding fo long a place in fuch a hearc.~^ 
Mr.. G, obfcrvcs,, that 1 have told every 
one that connies to th< houfe the wonder^f * 

• 

jour being as punctual fioce marriage,, a^^ 

- L 5, before.. 



( ai6 ) 

before— Your defcription of sthe prcfent 
ftate of matters on the quarter- deck if 
very ftriking and imprefilve indeed. — * 
I have read it over and over ^ and, when I 
tit alone, am haunted by the ludicrous 
images of •* the port^jwney/' and •' old 
Hob,"— It requires ' much worth and 
wifdom to a£t the concluding fcene dc^ 
cencly, when there are no tender connec- 
tions to keep the heart warm and open. 

Your accounts of — — and — — - have 
made me very thoughtful, and very thank- 
fi]I««.«Thofe who muft needs tug through 
difficulties, fuch as I have always been in^ 
vironcd with, are very apt to think, what* 
ever face they put on the matfer, that there 
is but one impediment to their felicity* 
Blefl: with comforts which wealth cannot 
purchafe, they think the means of procur- 
ing fpme convenient elegancies, and cx« 
teniding their charity and hofpitality a 
Kttle would make them completely happy^ 

5 • —Even 



-•—Even the g^y focial winter I fpeat in 
town was a moft forcible IciTon of inftruc- 
tion to me> ia this refped % — all the friends 

I moft value, except ^ who is wife 

enough to neglcfb forms, and Uve as (he. 
pleaieSy are (laves to the worM^ and tq a 
world they contemn^ and have been long, 
difgufted with. For fome reafon or other, 
of form, policy, or convenience, elegant 
kifure, the nurfe of fancy and of friend- 
fhip, is facrificed i Kfc feems to glide from 
ihem like a dream, in purfuits which their 
reafon defpifes,, and among people againd 
whom their hearts are clofed up.— 

^ O wb7» ii«ce life can little nore fapply 
Than jail to look about u^ an<i to die/' 

ihould the few among os who underfland 
its value, fcjuander it fo layi(hly, and leave 
fy little for ai^live benevolence, focial com* 
fort, or ekgant pleafures^ — beiide the great 
object of endeavouring to qualify ourfelves 
for that exalted fodety» to which we afpire 
iia an hereafter, divided ^ as we ar« from 

h^6 due 



that hereafter by fo flight a barrier. Utp 
not think I am preaching like a cyme front* 
my tub either.— Though F encfcavour- t(y 
be fatisBcd with the ftation piloted me, 
and feci I have many bleflings wkhheld 
from thofc who have more vifible- fources 
of enjoyment; yet I do not deny that I 
feci the privation of fome for which I have 
a keen rclifh :— elegant focicty, for in- 
fiance, after which I (hould languifh^ were 
I ^at leifure to hnguifh for any thing* —— 
But my confolation is that my time is paft 
jQlefaily, I enjoy the peace and quiet of the 
evening exceedingly, when my feour of 
leifure is fwcetened by refieAing, that 1 
have all day been doing fome fcrvrce, or 
procuring fome pleafure for thofc I dearly 
love. Even the unvaried lelf-fame circle 
I move in, though confined and obfcure, is^ 
interefting, because every thing in it con- 
nt&s With thofe branches of myklf, in 
which I live and feel.— I have no room for 
tedium '^ my occupations fo crowd upon 

me. 
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mfj that I find. every day too ftiort for its 
allotted ta(k« Thank God> my taflcs ot 
every kind are growivmuch lighter; mf 
daughters are becoming afliftancs, and com-' 
panions to me i the younger are now nor 
trouble, this bleffiTd fcwing^chool is fuch a 
»clicf.~Their irnprovetnofit is inconceiv- 
able ....•-- fo. much for egotifn^ 
ence removed»<*-«— ^Afcer all the £icriiices 
you have made^ methinks it would be a very 
meritorious one, could you bring your(elf to 
ftay with your infirm — -^ who has fo little 
comfort, while your beloved is defined to 
wander on the ocean.— «There>. for your 
comfort, he may oow wander in fecurity^, 
and have little to do but fing ^ Rule 
Britannia/'— -Theft vilt French fcem de-^ 
ftined to do all their' mifchief oo one e]e«^ 
ment ; like our witches,. who> when in 
purfuit of a devoted object of vengeance^ 
dare not crofs a running water, that being 
a boundary by the laws of magic irreme* 
khitK a very comfortable regulation thia 

ifor 



( «30 ) 

for good mutical Chriftians.— I know yois 
have a ftrong pka agatnft what I hinted to 
you about your —— . You anfwer as the 
man did, who, being invited to fome high 
party of pleafore, faid he bad fpent three 
quarters of his conftitudbn for his rriends> 
and was refolved to keep the fourth tc^ 
himfelC You have certainly been rather 
too long aAing the part of Noah's dove» 
and I don't greatly wonder that yoa4houki 
not wifh to return a fecond time to the 
ark^ ■ ■ It is rather hard that you Iboutd 
have been fo long the vi^im of caprice^ 
and fuch fucceflive and oddly varied ca- 
price; — all the worie that the infiiftora 
were people you loved, and viho^ loved 
you as &r as they were capable of loving 
any body,— »and meaning^, forfooth, na 
harm. Yet daily experience will convince 
you of what I have often, told you of the 
ftate of a woman living alone*— -This fatal 
war mud of neceflSty end foon ; it feems 
indeed drawing faiit to a conclufion.*— T^Q 

, jou 
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you majr hope for halcyon days, io the. 
hofoo) of aflfc&ion afKJ cranquillicy^ with, 
your bed friendi whom I truly lovr for. 
deferving you fo welh-^Ic is indeed time 
your fiorm-beaten veiTel ihould come inca. 
port I but as this interim will be a period^ 
€>f 4if9^ict and anxiety at any rate, what 
you cannot give to comfort> you may even, 
give to virtue and (eif-deniaJ, as you have 
done fo greAt a pK)rtioo of the time pad., 
• ^ -•--.•..• . Hearcle(s beings I 
I have lio patience tp think of them« — 1 da 
love old prejudices! efpecially tbofe which 
affinity and affefkion have entwined with, 
the heart- firings^ — Innovation diCconcerts. 
us ;. new light blinds us ; we dete^ the 
Rights of Man^ and abominate thofe of 
Woman.— Think then how I am prepared 
ta admire your friend 'H. M* W/s new 
publication^ though I admire her ftyle> and 
confefs that nobody embeililhes abibrdity 
snore ingeniou(ly«-— I am greatly inclined 
too to refpcft the purity of her religious 

prrnciples* 
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princ^les.^— Tec when i think o£ th« afib<» 
dates with whom her poUticat bigotry has* 
conneded her^ 1 think I hear the Syrians 
kper entreating the prophet*^s penDiffioO' 
€0 bow la little oecafionaUy in the houfd o^ 
their god Rimnaon*^-— — Do you know 
your pupil'^s French is approved,, aiid flie 
isfaid to tranflate with purity and elegance. 
•—She paiies this^ fummer at home ; great 
pare of which I mean to devote to the talk 
of forming a mind which appears to me 
pofl^ft of folidicy and ftamina which make 
it capable of culture, and worth the pains.. 
•—-^Accept a thoufand compliments^ de- 
Irvered in various fbrms^ but you mud be- 
content with the aggregate.-— I have not 
room for a literary curioHty-, compofed for 
your fole emoluments— -'Tis an epiftle ii> 
French,, which will go under the next 
cover. Farewel edrdially^ 
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LETTER XCIL 



TO MRS. F— R» 



tAGGAN, AUG, I5» 1795^ 

JvO you know that, by jMrs. M— 'is friendly 
interference, S. L. is^an cnfign, hot that wc 
by any means intend him for the arcny»'-» 
He will have leave to recruit, friend* witt 
recruit for him, and hts educarion^ will pro» 
eeed in the mean time.— -This ia a fencible 
regiment, and wtll, I- trufl:„ be irnt to graze 
before he is fit to- kill or be kilhtdl About 
ttti days (ince we made a great hayfta^k^ 
which brought you very frefh to^ memory^ 
as treading on it lad year, in the fulnefs of 
rural glee. Now, before I tell my fad 
dory, I muft inform you that, while, the 
reft of Scotland, and England's' own fel^ 
were pinchjE;d with icarctty^ we had laft 

year,, 



year, in this corner, the bed crop ever re- 
membered) and this year's is at Iraft equal. 
•-^ Judge of our diftrefs, v/hen, after driving 
a cart all day, L— -d was brought in bleed- 
ing and torn, in conlequcncc of Paddy's 
being ftartled and ^oing ofF witk the carr, 
.-.•-..••.. He behaved like a 
hero, and comforted his fifters, but you 
never faw a family fo diftrcffcd. — The 
mufcles and finews, I trulV, are not ma- 
terially injured. He will not, 1 hope, be 

lame, .-..--.^-.---'--r 

The fpiric and manlinefs he has (hewn ii> 
this exigence have greatly endeared him 
to us, .L......... Give a little 

of your time to fuch another hi(lory« This 
employment of time will anfwer many good 
purpofes* — While it ileals us a while from 
wearing cares and trivial occupations, \t 
vill perform a- half miracle^ it will recal 
ihe fleeting phantom. Youth ; arrefl; the 
worft effeds of time's ftealing progrefs.*—^ 
Yesi it will prefer ve the kindly propenfities 

and 



( ai5 ) " • 

md tender conBd^nce that are (battered 
frcfti and fwcct, like early dew in the de- 
lightful morning of life. — ^Yct a.while wc 
may thus prcfcrvc the funihine of the 
breall, and repel the unkindly frofts of 
cold fufptcion and di(lruft> and the bleak 
iharp blaftB of caprice aAd peeviihnefs, 

«• That make lov'd life unlovely,*^ 

and force the callous and the crafty to. fay 
at Icafl-, 

♦* The yellow leaf, 
And that which (houid accompany old age» 

* 

As honoor, loye^ obedience* troops of frieadsf 
I maft not look to ha ye/* 



I truft your experiment is more and more 
likely to be completely fuccefsfuL 

T 

. I grafp with avidity, the wi(h> the hope 
you exprefs of our meeting once more.— • 
It were indeed a confummation devoutly 
to be wi(hcd» and I have fcen too many 

ftrange 



ftrange things to defpair of thrs. «>- 1 think 
with you that I (hould love your «— — s fo 
much probity and tranquillity of temper 
would futc mc, who deteft art and fincfle 
in all its fliapes> and ficken at reftlefs 
turbulent people who are for ever in a^ 
buflle about they Icaow not what.^r-l do- 
love a little conflitutional philofbphy. ««• 

Farewell dear firieod^ 



LETTER XCIII. 



TO MRS» P«— R» 



GLASGOW, APEU. 7, 1 797* 
MT X>BAR FRIEND, 

Y OUR.moft acceptable kmr was tranf- 
snitted to me from Laggan j, a fortnight ago> 
and gave me great comfort. —I fee your 
heart and foul ace aU alive, and am con- 
vinced 
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vinced you wtU be the very fittne A. 0^ tili 
the lafl: hour of your exiflciice.-— I like- 
vt\(t triumph in prelerviog my identity, 
and rifmgy like trodden ctmomile, (fom 
^very depreflion whether meota^l, corporeal 
or pecuniary. 7- But you outdo my ou(>» 
doings, tranquillity and moderate chearfuU 
nefs coft me aq effort ; bu(t your fpirit and 
rivacity are perrenial flowers, which bloom 
all day and every day. -^ Thefe gifts were 
bellowed on you liberally, but not fuper*- 
fluoufly, when one con Gders all the varied 
exigencies through which they have fup- 
ported you. --« I think you have as much 
need of tliem in your prefent feclufion, as 
at any other period, r— Though the fpright- 
lincfs of your defcription iets fome unplea- 
fant diings in fo ludicrous a point of view, 
that one mud needs be amufcd for the time, 
I (incerely lament what you muft feel in fee- 
ing fo deep a fhade of imperfe<£tion in a 
character you love and venerate.— It is one 
of the fevered trials we can encounter, tp 

be 
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be deceived where we exped (b much, — 
Old age and iblicude, or worlc than folirude^ 
living always with moft uncongenial people, 
may -have produced an infirfnity which after 
all we (hould compaflionace. — There is 
one who will never deceive you, who i 
hope is by this time on his way to proteft 
and comfort you, who will both excite and 
reward all the befl: aiFcdliohs of your heart. 
— *When one fees how worthy perfons of 
our fcx are thrown away on the undcferviirg, 
a married woman is too happy whole huf- 
band has plain fcnfe, pure morals^ and an 
upright heart, of which his wife has the 
ibie poffcffion.*— Now, after faying (o fiiuch 
t)f you, it is but reafonable 1 fhould take 
my turn and give fome account of inyfclf.-!— 
Knowing 1 am little addided to complain, 
you will the more regret that I have been 
all winter diftreffed with a feverc rheumatic 
tooth-ache, mtich aggravated by my at* 
tendance on poor C, during an iilnefs, and 
my anxiety about Mr. G.*s going to Ire- 
land 
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knd with his Ton, while his health was fo 
doubifuL — In ihc fpttng I began lo revive 
a little, and came here on the urgent in«^ 
vitation of my friends^ who thought I was 
likely to derive fume benefit frono the jour- 
ney. — Here ^hen I have been for two 
months, as happy as returning iiealth^ at- 
tentive friendihip and kindnefs, and^neral 
efttem and civility can make nie. — My 
father has got a very pleafant houfe, fur- 
rounded by a garden and grafs inclofure 
near D-^~n.— I- fomctimjes ftay a week 
in town wiih my friend Mrs, S,-— Her huf- 
band has been very profperous in bufinefs, 
and amidft their new acquired affluence, 
they poffcfs a high degree of the public 
eftcem, to which they arc well entitled, 
both from their genetal beneficence and 
hofpttality^ and from the moderation and 
fim|)licity they prcfcrve amidft this high 
diftinftion of every kind, — After an inter* 
v^l of nine years, ihe had a fine boy lately, 
. / —They 
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•—They are very happy coo in their eldeft 
fMf who promifes to be all they would 
pray for$ but: he is rather delicate in his 
conflicution* — The circle is never cotn* 
plete.-«-I think Swift and Co« or fbroe of 
thofe old friends of ours« remark that they 
have feldom tiiet with fuperior powers of 
vnderftanding joined to ambble qualities in 
a woman, but there was a balance of bad 
health to be fet to the oppofite fide of the 
account.^-Amiabte men arc very fcarcc in* 
deed ; I do no know a dozen in my whole 
acquaintance, and alas ! I fear the fame rule 
will apply to them. -— I don't mean -a (atire 
on the fex ; I know good, worthy, and re* 
fpeAable men; but where fv>ft 'manners, 
and a ptare and delicate mind are added, I 
call the man amiable ; and fo does the 
world, for every one is delighted with an 
amiable man.— The alteration here ftrikcs 
me more forcibly than when I was in town 
laft, becaiife I have longer days to look 

about 
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about me.-^I fee nothing but what remind^ 
me of an old fong where a poor Highlander 
fays 

•' Scotlant pe tarn'd an Englant now.'* 

We have aH manner of luxuries, paftry 

ihops» and toy ftiops. — r I remember when 

there could not be a doll or a tart bought 

in town, but in a particular (hop allotted 

for each, — As for the luxuries of intcUeft, 

circulating libraries, &cc.^ there is no end 

of them. — There is a lefture, founded by 

the will of a late prof c (Tor, that is to exalt 

and illuminate the citizens prodigioufly.— 

The ledturer appears a very good, ^nd I 

am told is a very learned man, though I 

defpair of learning much from him« It might 

be a very harmlefs lounge for his femak 

auditory, if the idea of being greatly the 

wifer for hearing a man talk an tv>ur about 

carbon and chemiftry, would not lead to 

. conceit and affcdatioOi-^— The having an 

additional place of public refort, too, en- 

VOL, n. M courages 



( 54a ) 



courages that infatiable love of change, that 
rcftlcflncft which is, I think, the great and 
growing'cvil of the age. — Shakefpearc talks 
of minds 



'* That cream ami mantle like a ftanding pcol. 
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Modern minds ^ill not be long enough 
quiet to allow the cream to rife.— I always 
^thought a moderate knowledge of geogra- 
phy and hiftory a very defirablc acqtiifirion 
for a woman ; bccaufe it qualifies her for 
mingling in folid and rational convcrfation, 
and makes her more a companion for her 
Tiufband, and brother, and fo forth. *— The 
more pleafing and attainable branches of 
'belles lettrcs lie within her own prbvince, 
that of imagination "and the heart. — What 
bufinefs women have with any fcience but 
that which fcrves to improve and adorn 
convcrfation, I cannot comprehend. —For 
my own part, I cannot conceive a 'woman 
'devoting her whole time and faculties to 
the ftudy of any particular art or fcicnct. — 

This 
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Thii tnuft be done by one who has an am- 
.bition to accain any degree of excellence.; 

• 

and why (hould any one plague herfelf ^and 

ocher people with dabbling and J(ki(n<nir)g 

the fur face of fuch fubjcdU ? -r-If a woruan 

were to talk profoundly oq philofqpby, 

.'a(lronomy> or chemiftry, for \n&»&cCf very 

. few would under(tand her; if fte talked on 

fuch fubjeds in acoaceixed fupei:ficial mao* 

ncr, no mpJ^l would ,wi(h to bear hcr.frr- 

That knowledge which neither .impnovos 

the heart normelbrates the tccnpcr^-rrwbich 

makes us neither more ufeful .nor mone 

.pleafing, I cannot confidtr as a dcfirable 

.acquifition. — 1 wijh .people would begin to 

work tapcftry again.. — I look on cny ^pef 

^cn »{aron with great delight jvhen I con. 

fider how peaceably I fat to work at it, 

with my thoi^hts at liberty for rcfledion, 

and all thetime forming .the h^bic of «quiel 

application and tHe Ipve of ^peace..— r;I ha^ye 

no ambition to hear the modern .belies 

declare.tbeir d^rk J^yings on the barp^ till 

fuch time as I am convinced that they day 

M 2 ' more 
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more at homC} have lefs vanity^ and make 

better wives and daughters, than formerly, 

—I have teazed you too long.— You, who 

have no children to fpoili do not feel this 

fubjeft as I do.«*I dearly love young peo^ 

pie; the gaiety^ the candour, the nature, 

the modefiy one is ib delighted with in 

^young creatures who have an unfophifticatcd 

'Charafter,--<-all thefe are a great facrifice to 

-make to pert pretenfions. — - Adieu ! my 

dear friend. -— Age 7%^// ff^/ be dark and 

unlovely to us, while we cherilh our kindly 

aflredions»---The bed way to do this is to 

have as little intercourfe with the world, 

and as much with each other as poflible, 

— Retirement is certainly the only fafe 

afylum for delicate minds and delicate coo- 

ftitutions. 

«* The world is frantic^ Ay the race profane^ 
Nor yoii> nor I ihali its compaffion move.'* 

And we will not require it.— God blcfs you, 
prays 

Your faithful friend^ 
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LETTER XCIV. 



TO MRS. M* 



LAGGANi MAT l6, 1799* 
MT DEAR FRIEND^ 

1 WROTE you fully laft wiiutr, and am 
furc you mu(t have anfwercd if the letttr 
arrivexl i fo I conclude either ic or the an« 
fwer has been lofl:.-«I muft^now be brief 
and diftind in telling my fad ftory> left an 
event I hourly exped (hould arreft my pen^ 
or perhaps finally clofe the fcene.-^AU 
fpring I meant to writCvbut the perturbation 
of my mitid, and the wearing anguilh of 
fufpcnce, put it out of my power. —I can- 
not detail^ but fliall flcetch.as well as I can. 
My dear, dear, J — n, the moft benevolent, 
fincere, and affedtionate of human beings, 
who knew no (lain of vltc or Uneannefs, 

M3 but 



but was all made of honour, truth, and gc* 
ncrofity, was called away from a world that 
was not worthy of fo much innocence and 
integrity, of> the third of April laft, two 
months after he had completed his fifteenth 
yean— Judge how feverc this muft be un- 
der the weaknefs and apprehenfion of my 
preicnt circumfl^nces. — Yet it has pleafed 
God to fupport me, in a fiogular and un« 
Eoped for manner, urider this overwhelming 
calamity. — If my forrow was greaCj fd were 
toy codfolatiohs ; and I h^ve been enabtod 
to fobk with grsltitcfde t6 my rtrnzMng 
fiitrci^St — I can think of the paft mth 
Cfbttipoltire, nay at times With a monrnfbl 
cotfiplaccncy.'— Mr. G. fends love to you, 
L-^He bears like a Chriftaln ; but from what 
he feels, and what he frars, is really an ob* 
je6f of prty.— C. is here juft now, come to 
attend me on the approaching occafion.— 
^This IS very inconvenient, and' an exertion 
'Of more than filial piety. — To compafs it, 
'(he defers the happinefs of an amiable and 
■ - , dcfcrving 



f 



( H? ) 

defer ving man to whom (he is about to be 
ijmted.««-^Shc paid conftdnc attention to her 
coufin during his ilinefe. -^ He died in hi^ 
grandfather's houfe ; <— heexpeded his fat^ 
for 2% month before i~his patience and re* 
(ignation were fingulaiuand cxemplary.-i* 
That fcnfe -of piety which (unk deep an4 
e^rly iptp his miodj continue^ unimpaired 
durii^ his (here journey through lifc^ apd 
, fupport^d him in the clofe of it. 



LETTER XCV* 



/ 



TO MRS. M* 

LAGGAM, MAT Pi 1 80O. 
MT DEAR KIND FRIEMD^ 

X HAVE l^en long indebted to yoif^ 
which is n(^ utiial i and if you confider my 
multiplied cares and dutiesi you (hould not 
wonder at fotoe wide cha(ms» -— But when 

M 4 there 
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there is an interruption, you may impute it 
to want of heakh, — to the irrefolutc delay 
of a mind, worn with ardent folicitude, and 
conftant exertion,-— to any thing but the 
felfiih chill of increafed years, which I de- 
clare has never filed its torpid influence over 
xne«— »An enthufiaft I was born, and an en«- 
thufiaft I will die.— When I prefer my eafc 
to the duties of fricndfhip, it is all over with 
me, — my fecultics muft be on the decline' i 
—but while they remain entire, and my 
heart continues (o beat, it -will glow with 
thofc afftdions which have warmed and 
charmed it through the fliort journey of 
life, — Time Jias done little to alter me, and 
the impetuous. tide of vanity and luxury 
which has overwhelmed and pervaded all 
habitable! fpacc, has produced no other cfFtft 
on me than exciting my fcorn and puy.^w^ 
1 dcdarc, had I my pilgrimage to begin 
anew through the wilder ne(s, I woukl not 
give my (hare of the endearing charities of 
Uf^e, my' boftlts and ftloigglcs to prxjcure 

: • calc 
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eaie and comfort to tbofi: I lore, tny faith- 
ful fricocUhips, and 

" My humble tolls and defliny obfcarej" 

for all that wealth and fafhtan can beftow. 
•^^I have ieen juR enough of it to fliew me 
how little is its real value ; and icould I gee 
a little healthy a little leifurej and a little itin* 
(hine^ I know not whom I would exchange 
with ; — though I know very Few would 
relifh the ftate I am fo reconciled to.«-Buc 
tafe) liberty^ atid a kind of rough pleocyji 
are become habitual to me s and l could 
icarce find them in the fame degree any 
where elfe.— — Yet the kind of eafc I talk 
of is quite a diftinfi: thing from leifur$ -, 
that IS an inheritance I am not born to,— 
f like very much the defcription you give 
of the manner in which yoii pafs your timcj 
and almoft envy your reading kifurc oi 
evenings, and your fine climate, and Sower 
garden. — Wc arerjuft beginning to have a 
little eU>ow room after the temporary pinch 

H. 5 occafioned 
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cnfcifiohcd by fctting out ouf cWld^en ; and 
now that we are eafier and could do it^ wefe 
I reviHted with fuch an attack as I Had lait 
fpring, ic might be found expedient for me 
t<J go a little neairer th^ fun, — though the 
little bird^ of thofe g^yer regions (hould 
wonder at f)r>e, like an owl cooie into tji6 
funfhihe.— il wifli you were not fo ftarftdlf 
remote 5 -^DevoAlhire lies almoft beyond 
th^ r^ach of hope. — Yet I have a ftrong 
prefendment that I fhall yet embrace you i 
I ha\re many inducements to bring me a 
paVt of the way, and do not make dcfpcrate 
refolutions like you, of never ftirring out of 
the place, though I have fo many tite to 
confine mt. — I have already told you fo 
imith 6f what I think of wealth, th^t you 
lire in no danger of being pitied by mc for 
not being rich, According to the kind ufage 
of the world. — Nay I infift, that in M mo- 
deft arpd rational computation, you arc rich* 
i— You contrive to be beneficent, ttionU 
ficent indeed, in one inflanCte, ftftefr lliji^ly^ 
- I ing 
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ing all your wtintsi-i-^^nd then ^% kixMrnta 
of a Ijbrary ^ikI Eower garden^ are yourj 
in a fuperior degrctj bccaufe both are^ ini a 
inaQner of y oiir own creating, and you tafte 
them fo exquifitely.wKAt the fame time tha; 
1 adoiire your generous exertions for ypiy 
lUtfc proUp^ I regret tl>e felf-d^niftl ypy 
tauft. exerctfe tcr enable you to do wha^t 
others lef$ felf-denying muft ^nd WQuld do^ 
if you did not fa^ them the tropble.-^ 
ihink as the ^orld would give us no credijc 
for our QuixQtifm> even though we were of 
confcqucnce enough to be known as Quix^ 
otes» we muft even laud aqd praife each 
Qthcr# -^ The approbatiop of % dear friend 
is ^riainly the very next thing to the fwcci 
w})ilpering vpiee of interior felf-compla* ^ 
cency.-^ A fioe jrofpeiSk is ^ very fine thing* 
but a fine retrofpcft i* 



" The fober certainty of waking- blifs. 
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I can eafily conceive the blank One muft 
fed in the facicty of ^ perfon, however weU 

M 6 meaningj 
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mnniog^ who is neither cirinvaced nor fuf* 
ccptibte of culcure, — One regrets to fee 
onc'« companion excluded from (haringone's 
bed pleafures. — Then one tries, and finds 
it fowing in the fand. — I found a good foily 
and was richly rewarded. — But indeed it 
cod me no little pains to unfpoil^ what early 
prejudices had done fo much to fpoiU — I 
will not fhock you with an account of tliis 
country, where the prophefy of famine 
leems about to be fulfilled^ nor will I diftrcfs 
you with particulars^ at prefedt^ of the death 
of your acquaintance. «—-• It was a wonder* 
ful occurrence, and (hall be explained here- 
after.-^He took a romantic fancy of going 
to hunt deer in the defart hills, for a ChriR- 
mas feaft, which he had projc£ted« — - He 
and three or four attendants, (beltertng in a 
hut, were furprifed at night by fomething 
like a whirlwind, or avalanche ;— in (horc 
they were buried in the ruins of the hut. 
— -YoQ can have no idea what a gloom has 
overfpread us.-*-Mr« G. was always partial 

to 
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io him*-rThcrc arc fo many tcncjcr, as well 
as ftrange ctrcumftances introlved in this 
difmal tale, that the mind canooc (hake off 
the idpreffion*— -My dear tittle good hoy 
has cod me little tn nurfing, he was fa 
peaceable. — Yet in March 1 found it nc- 
ceflary to banifh him^ as i began to give 
way faft. — Anxiety for the dubipus ftatc of 
many poor^people about us, preyed upon 
my mind ; even my linconquered fpirit be* 
gan to give way. •— Indeed my heart trem* 
bled all winter for poor C— — , who was in 
a very declining way,-^but Monday laft I 
bad the comfort to hear, that on the 29th 
April (he was fafcly delivered of a fon«— I 
am greatly relieved, and have heard (Ince 
that (he was in a fair way.-^I thank God I 
am hourly growing better (tnce. — She has 
been (biiciting for one of the children aU 
winter; I 9m going to fend Q. fora few 
months.— Mrs* M. expeded you would be 
much enriched by your uncle*s death j— 
but 1 10I4 her to cheri(h no fuch vain ex* 

pedations« 
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p^ftationi. «-^ Mr. G. fends his love^ and 
wilhes yo6 to know what an excellem fiflier* 

r I 

man he is become. •>— I am quite ferious i 
we are never withotit a dtfh* extraordinary 
t>f his procuring :«— Our lilscs and labur* 
nutns bloomed laft fummer, and will now 
be in full beauty. «-* We had fuch' fliowers 
of Tofes^ and we arc fo pleafed with our 
little flower nurferies, under the windows^ 
and all this in the very teeth of climate^ 
while you fail on your botanic voyage with 
wind and tide in your favour.*— How much 
1 have ftill to fay ! -^But I, will leave it all 
unfaid to beg that you may not wed yourfclf 
too much to your hermitage. — Too much 
eafe, convenience, and dominion, breeds 
either apathy, or peevifhnefs, juft as people 
arc formed.«-->Spend a little time wkb Mtfa 
M#, the revival of early and tender friend* 
ftip, renews the fprings of life.— -You will 
relifh your cot the more when you return 

to It. 

Adkttl 
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LETTER XCVI. 



TO^RS. F«*-R. 



LACGAN, AUG. t^f l8pa 

MT DEAR FRIEND. 

^^^^ ♦ 

UaY aftcf day I have waited for the 
anfwcr of my laft, and from the depth of 
my affliftion,. looked involuntarily to you 
for confolation— »but in vain. — Perhaps you 
know not yet why I (bould be confoled,— 
perhaps you have not heard, that on the 
20th of May, the very day I wrote my laft 
letter, my dear C. expired aoiidft the rc^ 
grets of her irumcrous friends, and Irfft hfft 
fond huftand inconfolablc. ••*.*.-...* 
All thcfe griefs and loffcs only concentrare 
my affeftions more ftrongly in the furvlvors, 
«nd carry my meditations beyond the rcigti 
of time.—— I am never alone now rn the 

hour 
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hour of feeming foiitude ; the fhades of the 
departed fccm to furround me j— they arc 
ever prefent indeed to my imagination j— 
they appear the only realities, and the be- 
ings I fee with dim indifFercnce groveling 
in worldly purfuits^ appear like dreams and 
ihadows.*--! truft, nay have ftrong grounds \ 
of hope^ that they knew in whom ihcy be* \ 
lieved. -/ 



LETTER XCVir. 

TO MRS. F— -R. 

LAGGAHyJAN. LI, 180I. 

1 HAVE perufed your afFedionatc letter 
jagain and again, but how (hall I afifwer it ? 
«-Day after day, week after week, have .1 
deferred, in hopes of a fercf^e hour. — To 
you I could pour out, my heart, and from 
you I exped that fympathy this cold world 

has 
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has not to beftow. — But t«eo things I fee 
clearly, ^— that mine is a growing forrow, 
like other dreams widening as it proceeds ; 
and that I am utterly incapable of arranging 
my thoughts at prefent ; one overpowering 
recolleftion abibrbs every thing, . . - . - 
Now that I have gone through this bitter 
narrative, you will be fenfible how fudden, 
yet how aggravated, the ftroke has been« 
Very delicate he was all fummer, and much 
enfeebled in confequence of his illnefs laft 
fpring.— However, it was a delight^bfum*^ 
nief,— we had got matters arranged to our 
latisfaAion, and (hook ofF fome embarraflT* 
mehts that had artfen from the expence of 
enclofing, improving, &c.-^ Our farm wai 
well regulated, and produdfcive in confer 
quence.— B, came home, and her improve^ 
mentj in every fenfe, afforded us great plea* 
fure. — Iq (hort, from different favourabld 
turns wirii regard to our children and our 
affairs, we were relieved from many anxie^ 
ties which had preyed on bis delicate and 

fenfible 
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ferifible fpiric.— Wc i»cre indeed all cheer- 
fidacfs, harmony, and peace* enjoying the 
bigheft docBtfftic comforti and the moQ; 
pleafii^g profpeA of a caln) evening of life. 
-—He was dcHghtfdly pleafant -, 1 never 
law bim enjoy himfelf and his family more. 
-^A boy, a cnoft pcomifing one, the greMeft 
tie I have now Co Iifc». was fent m for $k 
oOfhft)rt wken my dear J"«~ waa ^ken 
away, and waa the charm and amufement of 
tiM U^ frcal year. — I neyer ftvr his fond^ 
B^t carried to ftich a picch» though ' he 
treaoed all of ibem wiil^ the moft f ndcaring 
tenderoe^ -^ My deareft .N«, w^re I O 
cihufe fo long a period to live over again^ 
it any time of my Ufe^ I cl^ink it would be 
she very h^f year the clofe of which fwa^ 
lowed up my hopes of earthly bappinefs. 
•. . • • - . .^ — .1 will not torture my* 
felf with particulars, •«« I had not ten mi« 
notes warning i«-*-it was a thunder^ftroke.-^ 
Yet if fiKlden, it was comparatively cafy ; — 
the dodor waa not alarmed till the laft half* 

hour. 
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hpvr. — I cannot cither leave ofF, or go on 
------ I thank God no one can have 

better children.-— My friends too fecm dif-^ 
pofed to do all that can poflibly alleviate 
what is incurable. — The Duke humanely 
indulges me witfa the farm in the old way, till 
the period when it fliall be found expedient 
for mc to leave it. — r— Our affairs arc in 
better order than could be expt£t:ed| when 
jrou confidftr a mail fo charitable and gc- 
nerous with fo large a family. --» My itMO* 
rieti 13 ta hov^ round bis renaaina \m% aa 
km^ as I caiii and when I reiDove^ it (Ml 
fiot b8 ro ar towm - * «» - You will hear 
fomethtng of me hertaf€er« that wiU fur« 
prife yoU| jret not more than \t has danf ' 
myftlf. 

# # #^^ # # « # 
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LETTER XCVIIi: 



TO MRS. r— R. 



BRISTOL HOTWELL-HOUSfiy DEC. I4, 1803. 
MT D£AR FRIEND. 

A CAN hardly reproach myfclf for a delay 
vfhkh elicited from you fuch a proof of 
warm unchanged aSe£tion.-^How gratify- 
ing are thefe lively marks of kindnefsj when 
the heart, ftripped of its wonted (helcer^ 
languifhes in a ftrange land, chilled and for« 
lorn.— i have now the comfort to acquaint 
you, that the benefit M— - receives from 
thcfe waters is beyond my hopes, (o that 
her recovery frcms nearly completed, — 
This is wonderful, for there was fo great 
an inflammation on her chcft, that the doc« 
tor fays, were it not that (he has a moft ex- 
cellent conftitution, he would have enter- 

taincd 
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tained little hopes of her. — I was treated 
«vith all poflible kindnefs where I was^ and 
owe more than I can exprefs for fympathy 
and attention, — Yet it is a great relief in 
my prefent ftatc of life, to be here at li- 
berty. — Without the uneafy fenfation of 
.difturbing the quiet, and poifoningthe com* 
fort of thofe who are dcfervedly happy, I 
would wifli my comforts to be (bared as 
much as poffible with my friends, but my- 
forrowsand anxiedes I would keep as much 
as poifible to myfelf,--<»This fure enough is 
a beautiful difmal place> but though one's 
xmnd were not like mine^ overloaded, I 
. wonder how people can tafte pfeafure where 
.death haunts you in fo many forms, that 
you feem to have entered his veftibule»-— 
: The number of the young and. profperous 
that one feeSj drooping like faded flowers, 
about thofe ** facred fprings/* and then u> ^ 
fee the vapkl futile pha«itoms in the form of / . 
pervous, fplenetic^ and jiedtic women of ^ 
faSiion, fettling their card parties, and talk- ) 

ing 
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ingovtr their -winnings, « the very pump, 
tinct ki the very pre fence of the poor wretches 
for whom rhe grave is vifibly opening ! — ^I 
-cannot tell yau how I am fliocked at thefe 
-incurlions vanity is hourly makUig into the 
precinfts of mortality. «— The crowds who' 
•elicit gaiety from each other, have the op^. 
pofice effect on me. — >Accuftomed to walk 
complacently round the narrow circle of 
, thofe whom I knew and loved, I am not 
cheered or amufed by the crowd here, — It 
only impr^fles more forcibly on my tnind 
how many are here that regard me with in- 
-diilercnce or contempt, and how great the 
change.— I am fo cheered when our kind 
friends from Briftol come to a(k for us !— 
•init that cannot often be. — I have however 
the very beft accounts of tne little flock at 
(home, and hear my deputy macron does 
wonders. «-«» When « burden is kid on fuch 
young (boulders, there are generally great 
complaints, >but*my young heroine ^conquers 
difficiikies with Allimaginahkcafe. indeed 

ihe 



ihe commands tried *nd faithful forces.-^ 
For as every thing I have you know muft 
needs be extraordinary, no one has fuch . 
faithful ^nd attached fervartts.— -Of this I 
have had many proofs, and ia the depth of 
•my calamity, it was a confolation to fneta 
^e that the kindncfs of a mdft indylgerrt 
mailer had produced fo much gratitude^^-^ 
1 love to fee thofc foft features of human 
nature where one Icaft expeds them.— Ycc 
why, not exped it ?-~fpr if thefc people ace 
uncultured on the one hand, they are un- 

fpoiled on the other. My health begins 

to yield to the -preffurc of intenfe anxiety, 

— I cannot, muft not ftay an hour, when 

my patient is able to mov^e ; but before flic 

takes a long journey to a northern climate, 

I will 'endeavour to bring 'her for a (ingle 

week,"^to ftie your retreat,— ^Your gay pain^- 

'ing of fummtr fcenrry muft not tetopt- me j 

'-^matters of^thc utmoft moment depend on 

my reaching home ^by April. —You (hall 

have proof (beets of the volume tocxercHc 

your 
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-your criticifm, — They have been tranf^ 
mitted to me, and give me the idea of a 
fcafFokJ I am about to mount. — But we 
iball dilcufs abundance of topics, literary 
and domefticj when we reach your Arcadia. 
.— Send me a bill of health in' the mean 
time, and accept of your pupil's affedioK^ 
*ate regards. 



LETTER XCIX. 



TO MRS. F— R. 



APRIL 4, 1803. 

1 HOUGH trembling at the talk I have 

taken in hand, I feel like a foul releafed 

^from purgatory,— -What a dreadful winter 

.1 have gone through,-^ Yet how thankful I 

; am, and ever (haH be, that I have once 

more embraced you, that I have rencv^ed> 

and I hope firengthened that affedion which 

will 
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will lad while any earthly tie remains,-— 
We talked of you an hour with no fmall 
complacency, when we were going to bed 
laft night.— How we do lament your dwel- 
ling among thole who are unfitted to appre- 
ciate or comprehend you ! — But you have 
many little comforts, ^nd that fuperior 
comfort of looking back to a wcll-fpent 
life, and forward to the peace which palTcs^ 
undcrftanding. — Now, my deareft friend, 
in what words (hall I acknowledge your 
aftive, cordial, confiderate kindnefs !-— How 
it has fupported my fpirit I cannot exprefs. 
— Pray tell Mrs. Cholwitch I (hall always 
remember her, not with gratitude only, but 
pleafure.— -I am charmed to think fo much 
goodnefs has opened to itfclf fuch a fourcc 
of innocent and laudable enjoyment to 
ibothe the evening of life. 

Adieu ! 
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LETTER C 



TO MRS. F— R« 



XlAVE you got the hafty fcrawl I wrote 
on my arrival at W. E. ? — So ^lany things 
crowd on my mind to opprefs me, that 
I fear repetitions i but forgive and pity one 
who is indeed 

*• Weary worn with care.*' 

I muft apologize to you for what I fear 
has made you very angry, infcribing the 
J—- 1 to you by name. — When I pafled 
through Edinburghj on my way to Enghuid^ 

Mr.T and I held a council on the 

arrangement of the Dames^ Sec. in the 
poems. — By mutual confeat it was fettled 
they (hould all be reduced to initials, ex- 
cepting the Chriftian names, which marked 

nobody 
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nobody^ ami could not be guefled out of 
our own circle.«-When I was juft ftcppiog 
into the carriage, be fiud *< Do you mean 
to tnfcribe the journal to Mrs. F— »«» i*! 
*' Certainly,*^ laid I, and there it refted.-— 
I took it % granted it (hould be as we bad 
previottfly fetded.-p- Nothing could exceed 
my furprtze when your name at lengtb 
ilared me full in the face on my return.— 
There is no mortal harm in it> but oqe bad 
rather not.<— •! wiflned to Gng in the (hade 
loO| but they tore off* my gO!ur4 without 
Diercy.— -I am aQvamed in true earned^ but 
we ihatl keep each other in pountenaoce« 
••^ The whole paflfes better than I could 
have, expefled. — Yefterday I heard that 
l^^ady ^r*— who is now near ninety, but in full 

m 

poflfefTion of all her facukiesj and ha9 been 
accounted a perfon of refined tafte and fu« 
perior undcrftanding, had one of thefe books 
fent her.— She was mucb pleafed^ and fent 
to inquire about the author. -^ You may 
believe Mr. T— r- gave the dtfired ac-*. 

N 2 count 
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count *' con j^r^r^.'*— The lady wrote agatn^ 
Inclofing a very bandfome prelent^ and add- 
ing a fluttering and elegantly turned com- 
pliment to the " natural mufe" of your 
friend, — I am delighted with her praife, 
beeaufe it Is clear, from the manner in which 
it is conveyedj that fhe has difcernment 
to fee I have juft let myfelf alone, and nei- 
ther ftudied the quaint fimplicity of the 
new fchool, nor the uniform and laboured 
^lendor of Darwin and his imitators.— I 
have been thus minutci^ beeaufe I covet 
your admiration for this Scottiih evergreen, 
I mean the lady.— -If one could (leer clear 
of rocks and quickfaods in early life, with 
fuch a dangerous companion)enthufiafm,that 
furvives to«warm and brighten our decline, 
is furely the laft bed friend of fufFering hu« 
inanity*— Think of the dignity and intereft 
attached to a charafter that can relifh the 
pure pleafores of tafte and beneficence at a 
period of life, when a parcel of wretched 
ftruldbruggs become contemptible and 

wearifome 



wearitbme to all about them, by being 
abforbed in cares and fears for the poor 
hclplefs individual. — ^^I am anxious to know 
what Mifs M. thinks of this produdlipn.-— 
I (hould fuppofc her too fond of Darwin 
and Co* to relilh my fimplicity.— •! am 
happy your protegiy after aU> is like to ttifa 
out fo well.*— The objedk of fo much care 
and culture certainly ought to afford you 
fome fati«fadion for the encouragement of 
female Quixotifm. ----.----lam 
pleafed with my new eftablifhment, though 
I ftiil langui(h after the dear cottage, and 
fny courteous peafants, who have more 
feeling and real fentiment than fcores of 
pretenders, who fpend readily what they 

bor/ow eafily. 1 am very partial to the 

S. S. focicty, — The few I meet with arc 
kind and attentive. — The worft is, that the 
neighbours arc people quite beyond xne, 
but then they are enlightened, liberal, in- 
telligent. — Their fupcriority is legitimate 
and tolerable. — You are not bluntly knocked 
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dawn by a ftdl ptiri^, wkhout b^ing wdgt^d 
in the balance and found wanting.^— A well 
regulated mind that knows both what it ba8| 
and what it wants, will neither grovel nor 
climb, but remain ftationary, in modeft fe- 
clufion; though the few who wifli to cul* 
tivate an acquaintance from fuperiormo« 
tives, will always aflenc to chcir right of 
congeniality i — otherwife an acquaincance 
with thofe you cannot be on a footing wkb> 
is very humilkring. «— I beg you wiU, on 
receipt of this, write me a long letter foil 
of P^ifm, I— ifms, and T— ifms, —Tell 
how the lowers and Bobby and Bully thrive, 
and how MrSr C. is, to whom prefent aiy 
kind renieinbrknces%— Have you read Hay- 
ley's life of that dear amraWe faint, Cowp<r ? 
•**I have no patience with Hayley for ex- 
patiating fo minutely on Cowper's praifc^ 
whofe life and works praife him beyond all 
that he can fay.— *'Tis jufl as if one would 
aflure you the fun was a bright luminary, 
and then gravely add that the ocean was 

boih 
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both Wide and deep, p-^ Gowper wants no 
ftiks to raife him in the efteem of any per* 
fonpoflefliRg either feeling or underftand- 
iog^'-^CoWper is exa&ly every thing that I 
delight in.— The bright gleams by which 
his mental gloom is occaiionally lighted up» 
threw a kind of mild fplendor round his^ 
natural and ofiginal chacafter; but I will 
neither anticipate your judgment, nor da 
what i have fo much blamed others for.— 
Examine him by his own lig^ j— and pray 
pbierve} in this illuftrious inftance^ how. ne* 
ceflary every man of genius, who is at the 
iame time a man of virtue, finda the charm 
•f female fociety.— The graces, the fpright- 
itineis, the foftnefs, and the innocence^ let 
^e add, of feiitak converfation, the tender- 
nefs of female fympathy, and the fidelity 
and warmth of female friend(htp» are tor* 
dials to a mind too delicately toned for the 
rough tumults of the corrupt world.— What 
a conftellation of female worthy (hed ita 
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fweet influence round this infpired fufierer ! 
•— >Ic is worth confideration how many of 
the great and gay, who have made a noife 
and buftle on the ftage of life, have funk 
inro quick and deep oblivion^-— While we 
follow with eager ihtcreft, every ftep this 
obfcure, unobtruflve mortal makes among 
his flowers or greens, and are more in« 
tercfted in his very hares and robins, be* 
eaufe he loved and tended them, than in all 
that ever dazzled and amufed us among 
the children of art and vanity. ..-.•- 
Tell me how your book fociety relifti the 
nofegay of hether, birch, and cannacb, 
which I have fent them. — Are you deep in 
fcriptural ftudies ?-■ Does not your hearc 
burn within you, when you throw the world 
at a diilance, and drink deep at the true 
fountains of infpiration ? 

* 'Tis a fatal fafhion that prevails of late, 
of calling every one a methodid who goea 

Z a little 
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z Kttre out of the beaten track of me- 
ehantcal forms. •— I dare fay this illiberar 
cant drives nnany into fedsi merely for a 
fan£luary from ridicule. — For it does not 
require {o much courage to ihare ridicule^ 
with a body, as to face it alone. 

** O blefTM retirement, friend tolife*s decline. 
Retreats from care which* rxrr muft be thine.'^ 

What facrifice can be too great to make 
for peace and liberty ?— And yet I am not 
quite fatisfied with your retreat. — This* 
fl^ould not be iaid. 

Farewell tenderly,.. 
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LETTER CI. 



TO MRS. F— R. 



/ 



UT BUR miMDy 

XT 18 ft fure proof that I was very little 
capable of writing, that your kind letter is 
thus long unanfwered. — I can't eafily 
make you underftand what a cordial it was 
to tnc, when I was fo ** weary worn wi' 
care,'' that nothing lefs than the Toothings 
of Iriendfhip, and the dioi diftant views of 
peace beyond this world, could allay the 
fever of my mind. — But before I fay one 
word of the ordeal through which I have 
paft, I will ai>fwer your letter. ------ 

I am glad others doing what they ought^ 
relieves you in fome meafure from the di* 
lemma you were in about your ^otege.-^ 

To 



( ^7S ) 

To fend him fluttering away, thus early 
and unformed^ from the neft where he has 
been fo tenderly cheri(hed> muft have been 
a fevere alternativei after all the pains you 
have taken. — When one does a generous 
adiion merely from the pure delight it gives 
the heart, *tis very mortifying to be obliged 
to flx)p (hort before one's plan of beneficence 
is completed.---* I am greatly pleafcd mat- 
ters continue on the old footing. — It would 
be a difmal blank to your warm, adlive 
mind, to have no objeA near to exercife 
its affeftions. — Now, at the diftance ac 
which you keep htm, he excites intereft-^ 
without teazingand wearing you our*— And 
then your holidays are (b joyful to him,-^ 
Now how ihall I briefly, and at the fame 
time clearly, Ihew you the track I have 
trodden fince I left you. - — •-•..• 
Alas 1 for my beloved cottage !— *but I will 
not diftrefs you with the retrofpeft.— You 
wtU be pleafed to hear that nothing could 
exceed, the general kindnefsand confiderate 

N 6 and 
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an J friendly attention of my neighbours tfiat 
were.— As it is,I fee much beauty and many 
comforts about my new abode. — When the 
mills that over- cloud my mind arc a Ktde 
difpellcd, I hope to tafte, what! now merely 
look on with cold critica^I approbation. —■ 
You, who live fb much in the fair creatiorr 
of your fancy, need not be told what a 
pang it awakens to part with a home where 
every thing, in a manner,, owes its exiftence 
to you >— where one has fuflFcred and en- 
joyed what fclf-lovcrs can form no idea of^ 
and which is endeared, by being, in a man-^ 
uer, rendered facred co the memory of 
thofc one loves. — The letters with the 
accounts of my poor father's death,^ came 
before I left the country, but were con* 
cealcd from me till the bittcrncfs of the 
other paning was over. - — •. . *. What 
an afylum> what a comfort,, has this dwcll*. 
rng been to many others, befidts the fa- 
mily that inhabited it ! — There indeed fo- 
cial life,. and fociallove, fcemcdthe warmer/ 
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iitr being comprelTed wichia narrow bounds.' 
—There I lived and moved, and bad a 
being, in fomc degree ufeful and interefting 
to others.— Hereafter I fhall indeed exift. 
—But my higbeft hope muft be to fpcud 

*' Quiet the fad remnant of my days/* 

far, far from my old haunts, my old habits', 
and my old affpciatcs. — I wiU not balance . 
the account, ft)r you will, do that forme, 
and reproach my croaking to boot. — I am 
alt penitence and fubmifTion^ fo pray be 
moderate. 



LETTER CIL 



TO MRS. F— Rr 

0CT0B£R>4, l805> 
MT DEAR FRIEND, 

Xt is not eafy to dcfcribe the joy I felt on 
feadiiig your letter, — I cannot bear the 

• ^ cruel 
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cruel indelicacy of aggravatiog the difad^ 
vantages one can't poflibly remedy.— Yet 
I was by no means fatisfied with your fitu* 
ation*-— It feemed fo very unco'ngenial, 
efpecially now that the chief ties that firft 
held you there are broken. — « This new 
arrangement does my heart good.— -The 
place^ fociet/y and the footing on which you 
are to ftand, are quite to my mind. My 
fpirit funk at the thought of your living 
always where your bad no particular at* 
tachment, 'no kindred mind, none who 
thoroughly underftood your charadlcr.— I 
think 1 could not dedre to live a day longer^ 
than while my heart was warmed by an 
affe£tionate intercourfe with thofc I love.— > 
The languor, which is the very worft con- 
fequence of the decline of life, checks that 
eagernefs in cherilbing our connedlions 
with the abfent, which youth and enthufiafm 
produce; And to be completely blended, 
nay kneaded^ into the mafs of beings who 
live merely for themfelves^ and look not 

out 
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out of that narrow circle^ is a moil unnatural 
ftatc for you.— >It would indeed be lofing 
you to tbofe that love you bed. 

Here you have^ I fear, a repetition, for, I 
think, I flcetched my parting pilgrimage 
before. — Our large family is managed with 
more order and eafe than you could expe£t« 
But indeed we have the advantage of abun- 
dant fcope; our houfe is large as well as 
pleafant ; and the inhabitants are very will^ 
ing to pleafe each other, which is a ma- 
terial point. 

41 # 41 « « « « 

The laft time I was in town, I found fufii- 
ciem room to moralize, and to lament fo 
wide a bankruptcy,— fo many people of 
prudence and integrity falling viflims to 
the vanity and raftinefs of others.— What 
a leifon does this afford of humility and 
contentment 1 ------------- 

I have my poor dear C.'s litde boy with 

-me* 



me^ and ic pleafes me to cberifh her me« 
snory in him. He is lively and good tern* 
pered; what more he wiiU be> time mv& 
fhew. — I was highly gratified lately by a 
letter from a pcrfon I never faw or heard of, 
conveying to me a compliment on the 
work you wot of, moft flattering to me,, 
for my principles were as much applauded 
as my abilities. — It contained moreover 
•——•If I could find in my heart to part 
with it, I would fend you the letter, that 
you might admire its fimple elegance. 



^ Blufiiy grandeur, blufh ! --proud courta, withdraw 
your blaze!' 



\9* 



Adieu I dear, very dear friend.. 



( 28i ) 



LETTER Clir. 



TO MRS. F-— R» 



GLASGOW, JAN. 9, 1805* 

1 HE cheerful tenor of your laft letter 
was a great cordial to my fpirits**— I rejoice 
exceedingly at the profpedk of your re- 
moval ; not that I expeA, or would have 
you expe49:, that every thing and every 
body will be quite to your wilh where, you 
are going.— In vain would we encircle the 
globe by fucceflive removals, in fearch of 
an accumulation of comforts ;— thofe com- 
forts which the frugal, though bountiful 
hand of Providence, has fcatceredin various 
proportions, to alleviate the forrows and 
fuiFerings of a ftate only meant as the path* 
way to felicity.— —Yet of thefc ingredients 
of happinefs, on which an elegant and fen* 

fible 
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fiUe mind it moft dependentj I am confi« 
dent many await you i andj amidft all the 
wealch of Flora, which your induilrious in« 
genutty had la^iflied rounds and, all the foft* 
ncft of a genial climate, I always thought 
of you with an anxious ami defpondtng 
tendernefs, well knowing your heart was 
not at home, could not be at home> among, 
people who (b little comprehended you*-*- 
Your warnuh of heart and energy of.cha^ 
rader was quite beyond them> and you 
would have continued a ftranger after fifty 
years refidence«~I would carefully bamih 
from my mind the abfurd and filly fsfti- 
diouihefs of working mylelf to reHlh no 
<onveriaibn but that of wits and f^avansj 
it would be a regimen. of pickles and mar- 
maladei, without bread or water.-^Com* 
mon fenfe, and common integrity, with 
fome degree of heart, linfift on in my 
companions.— >Knaves and fools I will pofi- 
tively have nothing to do witTi. — Some one 
mind, that thinks and feels as I do my(elf, 

is 
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IS in(KrpenfibIe.<-**Tis like tiiy morning 
tea^ the only luxury I care for^ which habit 
has made neceflary, morally neceffiury^ be« 
Caufe this favourite indulgence, this mental 
banquet, meliorates my temper and tau 
pands my heart.— I do not pity any peribti 
merely for being deprived of pleafure, hoip^ 
ever innocent^ or however elegant, Th« 
time of trial is hourly Ihorteningi and cbt 
hopet of futurity proportionally ftrengthen« 
ing to thofe who look forward to another 
ftate of exiftence i but I think where one 
finds the kindly affections continually chilled 
and repelled, and the difpofition to fpleen 
and cenfure as often excited, it may be 
truly called a ftate of temptation. • . - - - 
do very weii for each other, and with each 
other I (hall gladly leave them, now you 
are likely to get out of their denie atmo- 
fphere.— -The more I think of your change, 
the more I am pleafed with it. — Mtfs M/s 
conftant attention to you at fuch a diftance 
has demonftrated the ftrength of her attach- 

8 ment. 
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mentj and cftabliOied her claim to yocrs.— * 
Johnfon fays. Pope and Martha Qlount 
were.neceiTary to each other, becaufe the 
events of their paft lives were pictured on 
each others minds ; it is one of many attrac* 
cions you have towards each other, that the 
fiune may very truly be faid of you.— Of 
your mutual friendfhip I ihall only fayi— » 
may it be perpetual I 

Adieu! 
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LETTER CIV. 



TO MISS M, 



DEAR MADAM, 

i RECEIVED a letter two days ago, from 
our dear friend Mrs. F. in which (he men-« 
rions your having the goodnefs to execute 
a commiffion, &c.—- 1 was proud to find 
you To folicitous about having the books*— • 
By the time you receive this, I hope they 
will have arrived ; for I ordered . them to 
be fent you fome time ago. 1 gladly (eize 
this occafion of exprefling the fenfe I en« 
tertain of the zealous intereft you and good 
Mrs. M. have taken in my affairs s and 
how ufeful your kind exertions proved in 
the unlocked for emergency which occa« 
fioned my journey to England. — We were 
much flattered to hear you were difap- 

pointed 



pointed at our not taking the London road. 
-—I never made fuch a lacrifice of inclina« 
cion to prudence in my life> as I did in 
coming home by the weft road. — I am 
not clear I could have done iu had I been 
fure of getting credit for my principal mo- 
tive, which in truth and verity^ would have 
been to fee you ; but I was fure of meeting 
wkh many EUaba who would fay to me s 
^ Why cameft thou hither, and with whom 
haft thou left thefe few kmbs in the wilder- 
nefi ? Sufdy I know the pride and naught!- 
nds of thy heart ; to fee the aty art ^u 
come/' Did you know the ftruggle it coft 
me, you would givir me crecUt for felf-com« 
mand and felf-denial i qualities very nec^f- 
ftry for a perfon whofe duty it is to ad and 
think folcLy for others.— I litde thpiigbtj 
during my renaaioing fnlgrimage through 
this world, to tatfe fo much of the pure and 
tender (atisfaclion which coMe&s witb oar 
early warm afiedionSt as I enjoyed at ■ 
Have you ever met with any i/ody fkkt our 

friend ? 
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friend ?— >I chink neither you or I need la« 
ment che want of a fifter, while we divide 
between us a heart fo pure^ fo liberal^ and 
fo faithful.— To know the world fo well as 
iho does, and yet retain all her integrity 
—untainted by its corruption, unbiafled by 
its prejudices I— In this particular (he ftands 
finri vailed and alone. — Vehement flie is ; 
but if flie were not, (he would not love us 
fo well as (he does.-— She is indeed '^ made 
of the firm truths of honour.'"-*! cannot 
enough admire the refources her active and 
affe&tonate mind creates to itfelf.— Her 
garden, which (he has half animated,— her 
birds who feetn to have caught a fpark of 
her own vivid intelle£tj«*and her young 
ultra marine pupil, whom (he has reBned 
and civilized almoft againft the bias of na« 
ture, are only lefs wonders than herfelf« 
-~ Yet, though (he will always create (bme« 
thing to love and take (blace in, 'ds grie* 
vous to fee the benevolence of that kind, 
and the energy of that ardent mind, eva^ 

porfice 
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porate among^ th&fe good lictle goflipping 
women at — — , who undcrftand her juft as 
well as I do algebra. — Her (Irength of cha- 
rafter pyzzles and overawes them.— They 
are afraid of being fcorched by that lam- 
bent flame by which we would be cheered 
and delighted. — Pity a perfon fo made for 
all the duties and enjoyments of frienddiip 
fliould live in a (late that may well be called 
a folitude of the heart. 



THE END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 



Strahananid Prefton* 
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